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INTRODUCTION

Informaticn about the TCGEFL Test
The Test of English as a iforeigr T.anguage, which is about two

hours long. is designed to evaluate the Liglish proficiency of persons

whose native language is not English, Most people who take the

TOEFL test are secondary-level students preparing to study at &

North Amcrican college or university, The questions in the test are

based on common problems that nonnative speakers of English may

have with the language. The questions are not difficult fur native
speakers of English. |
TOEFL has three separate sections.

* Vocabulary and Reading Comprehension (Section 3) measurcs your
ability to understand nontechnical reading matter,

+ Structure and Written Expression (Section 2) measures yvour ability
to recognize language that is appropriate for standard written
English.

- Listening Couiprehension (Section 1) measures your ability to
understand spoken North American English,

NOTE: On some test dates you will also be required to write a short
essay, The purpose of the writing test is to provide examinees with
an opportunity to demonstrate their abilitv to write in English,

The sentences and conversations in the listening comprehension
section are samples of what vou would hear if you were in a
classroom with a group of North American students, The questions
include combinations of sounds and words that are frequently
difficult for nonnative speakers, as well as the grammar that is used
in spoken English, All the questions test your understanding of the
spoken language,



There are three parts i this section of the test, In Part A, vou hear
a sentence; then vou redd four choies in your test hook, You must
choose the one that is closest in meaning to the sentence vou heard.

Many times the mcorrec: choices contain words or sounds similar to

the ones yvou hear on the recording. However, they do not have the
same meaning. Thercfore. it '3 important to listen very carcfully to
the recording,

In Part B. you hear short conversations between two people. At
the end of each conversation a third person asks a question about the
conversation, You must choose the cne best answer from the four
answer choices given for each question. 1t is important that you listen
carefully to the recordm:g, Many times the incorreci choices will
contalin words that are in the conversation but that do not answer the
question, N

in Part C. you hear either a long conversation or a short talk or
lecture, Aiter each conversation or lécture you munt answer three to
five questions about what you heard. There are four answer choices
for ecach question, and vou must choose the one best answer. The
talks are about a variety of subjects:  they do #nof cont4in specialized
information that gives advantages to individuals who have specific
knowledge about the subjects discussed,

information about understanding TOEFL

Like 1ts predecessor. Practice in Listening Comprehension of Toefl
is a collection of official TOEFL publications designed to help you
learn more about the Test of English as a Foreign Language. The
title "Listening Comprehension Practice” tells you exactly what the
kit 1s about. it gives you the opportunity to hear and practice the
kinds of listening comprehension questions that are contained in a
real TOEFL. test, In addition, the people who recorded the questions
included in Listering to TOEFL are the same people who record the
actual test,
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This test kit can be valuable to vou in several ways,

* You can become familiar with the kinds of questions vou will hear
in the listening comprehension section of the TOEFL test when vou
take 1t at a test center, .

- You will have a chance to get nsed to the speed at which the
questions are spoken in the listening comprehension section,

You will have the opportunity to hear both male and female native
speakers of English and to become comfortable hearing spoken
English without being able to see the speakers faces and lip
movements,
. E‘-’, ll H b LI l SOt t' TR Fare 1.' ATV T PTA TC I 1 "'11 Lo
fimally. because the Kit contans two pstening tests. you wili be
abie to learn more about the kinds of language problems that ave
normally tested in the section of the test.

remember one verv important fact about learning a foreign las
guage: it takes time. study, and practice, Although working w..o
the questions in Listeining comprehansion will certainiy  hel;..
knowledge of these questions will not guaranter - 2w success on ain
actuat TOEFL test, Improving vour general abirny to understand
and use the English language can be achieved onlv tirough a regular
program of language study,

Many people who take the TOEFL test firad the listening cora-
prehension section to be the most difficult, Therefore, although veu
nay work with the material in this kit in any order vou wish, vou
will probably find the kit most helpful if vou work through the
practice questions and listening tests before vou try the full-lenyth
tests,



HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR SCORE OF TOEFL
IN THE LISTENING COMPREHENGSION

The listening comprehension section i1s always first in the exam-
ination and it is in three parts. It typically lasts 30 to 35 minutes and
contains H questions,

Ability Tested
This section tests vour ability to understand and interpret spoken
inglish,

Ssesic Skills Necessary

[t is necessary to have a good “ear” for English, which can only
ue obtained with a great deal of practice, You must be able to
d'siinguish bewtween words that sound similar and be able to
comprehend entire sentences, not just single words or phrases,

Part A

DIRECTIONS

For each problem in Part A. you will hear a short statement. The
statements will be _zoken just one time, They will not be written out
for vou. and you must listen carefully in order to understand what the
speaker says.

When you hear a statement, read the four sentences in your test
book and decide which one is closest in meaning to the statement you
have heard, Then. on-vour answer sheet. find the number of the
problem and mark vour answer,

Suggested Approach with Samples
You will hear. Peter seldom has money left by the end of
the week.
(A) Peter left his money on the end table,

‘.



You will read. (B Peter left before the end of last week,
(CY By the weekend, Peter's monec:y has
usually been spent,
(DY Last week Peter had moeney left over.
Answer (C) means most nearly the same as the sentenice that vou
heard because it savs that by the weekend. Peter’s money has usually
been spent (seldom has money left), Therefore. vou should choose
answer (C),

Several types of questions often appear in this section. but you
should be prepared for any type. Listed here are some areas that vou
should study in order to improve your score in the listening compre-
hension sections,

« Iiomatic expressions. These are items that are common in English
speech although there may be no specific grammatical rules for
theni. You will be able to learn these by conversing with native
English speakers often. (Study verbal idioms, )

» Conditional sentences; Be sure that you know the meaning of
conditional sentences when thev are negative or positive,

- Modals+ perfectives. Be sure that you know the meanings of such
expressions as should have gone and must have gone.

« Clauses of concession. Be sure that vou know the meanings of such
expressions as although. even though. though. despite. and in spile
of .

« Numbers: Remember that numbers such as fiftv and /ifleen and
sixtv and sixteen differ in the placement of stress on the syllables,
Examples.  fifty. fifteen, sixty, sixteen, You will alse have to do
some simple addition, subtraction. or multiplication in this section,
Be sure that vou know such expressions as fivice as many and half as
Many.

For Part A questions vou should

1. Always look at the answer choices before you hear the question,
2. Be careful of words that sound alike but have different meanings.



2 Strive to understard the entire sentence. nnt individual words,

Pari B

CIRECTICNS

In Fart B vou will hear f{ifteen short conversations hetween two
speakers. At the end of each conversation, a third voice will ask a
question about what was said. The question will be spoken just one
rime, After vou hear a conversation and the question about it, read
the tour possible answers and decide which one would be the best
answer to the question vou have heard, Then, on your answer sheet
tind the number of the problem and mark vour answer,

Suggested Approach with Samples

You will alwayvs hear three different voices in this section,
generally, but not alwavs, alternating between male and female,
Seinfrle,

You will hear. Woman. Corry, do vou develop all vour own

film®
Man, Only the black and white. | have the
filmlab develop my color picture,
Third Voice; What does the man mean?

You will read. tA) He takes only black and white pictures,
«By  He does part of his own film developing,
¢y He buys most of his film from a lab,
(D He owns a lab that develops pictures,

Answer (I3) mieans most nearly the same as what the man meant,
Therefore. yvou should choose answer (B),

Remember that it is best to glance at the four possible answers
hefore vou hear the conversation, In this way, you can often listen
specifically for the particular information that you know will answer
the question, Several types of questions often appear in this section,
1. Where did this conversation most probablv take place”
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2. Whar tune Y

3. How much did/does  cost?

4. What s the probable relationship between the two speakers?
5, What do we leari, from this conversation?

6. Which of the following was nof mentioned?

Sample; You see that the answers to a question are

(AY 2060 By 3:15 (C) 3:45 (DY 4:00
You know that the question will be about time, and you should listen
for that,

Part C

DIRECTIONS

In this part of the test, you will hear several short talks and/or
conversations, After each talk or conversation, you will be asked
some questions, The talks and questions will be spoken just one time,
They will not be written out for you, so you will have to listen
carefully in order to understand and remember what the speaker
34VS,

When you hear a question, read the four possible answers in your
test book and decide which one would be the best answer to the
question vou have heard. Then, on your answer sheet, find the
nuniber of the problem and fill in (blacken) the space that cor-
responds to the letter of the answer you have chosen,

Suggested Approach with Samples

In this section. you will hear long conversations, weather reports.
stories, news stories, and reading selections about any topic, You
will be asked several questions about each selection,

Again, 1t 18 best to glance at the possible answer choices before you
hear the reading in order to get an indication of the topic of the
reading, Defore the mini-talk, the speaker will tell you which



question numbers will refer to that particular selection.

1.-Asn Part B, tryv to decide what types of questions will he asked,

2. If there are several short answers for any questions, be prepared
to put a check mark next to any of those words which are
mentioned in the reading. In this way, you will be prepared for a
question such as: Which of the following items was »o! mentioned?

Sample; 'The answer choices are

(A) bread (B) milk (C) ice cream (D) beer
If vou put a check mark next to each thing as 1t is mentioned, the one
that i1s not checked will be the one that was not mentioned. Note:

Don’t forget to ervase the check marks before turning in vour answer
booklet.

HOW TO PREPARE FOR THE LISTENING
COMPREHENSION SECTION

Besides the methods mentioned here, there is actually no way to

“study” for listening comprehension, It is necessary to tune your
ear to English, Speak to native English speakers as often as possible.
Also you should

1. Watch news and weather reports on television or listen to them on
~ the radio.

2. Make telephone calls to recorded messages such as weather

reports. time of day. or movie theaters,
3. Attend lectures at your school or in your city,
4. Make use of the language laboratory if your school has one.

Practice for the listening comprehension section is included in this
guide in the practice tests, Use the cassette included with this book to
take practice tests 1 through 6 or you may have friends read the
- script for you as you take the test. Two scripts are included,
Remember the suggestions listed here when you take these tests, If
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you miss a question. ALWAYS study the script. Look up any words
you don’t know and study grammatical expressions that have caused

vou trouble,



A PATTERNED PLAN OF ATTACK

Listening Comprehansion

he asked.

SKIM the guestions first. trving to inagine what tvpe of question will

LISTEN carefully, attempting o hear the answer to the
gquestion that vou think will he asked; listen to the entire
sentence or passage,

ANSWER the questivn as quickly as possible so that you
cen lock at the next answer choices before vou hear the
next question (you have 15 seconds),

TEST OF ENGLISH AS
A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Choose only one answer for each guestion,

Carefully and completely fill i the oval corresponding to tie answer
you choose for each question so that the Jetter inside the oval cannci
be seen. Completely erase any other inarks you may have made,

CORRECT WRONG  WRONG  WRONG
A A A A
B B B B
o B ® <
n D o D

WRONG

®
©

0}
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ANSWER SHEET FOR PRACTICE
LISTENING TEST 1 and 2.
(Remove This Sheet and Use it to Mark Your Answers)

LISTENING LISTENING
COMPREHENSION COMPREHENSION
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