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1, Water Power

Flowing water is itself an example of solar
energy.,® The sun’s heat raises water from seas
and lakes, The water forms clouds in the sky and
then returns to the earth as rain, It flows dowa
the rivers to the sea, and the sun raises it into
the air again,

We have been using the power of flowing wa-
ter for centuries, There are still some watermills
at work in Britain, But today,water power 15 %ore
often used to generate electricity., Perhaps you
can name a hydroelectric power plant in your own
country, The builders usually begin by building a
dam to hold back the water of a river,®

When they built the Hoover dam,on the Colo-
rado river,in 1936, the water power provided e-
nough electricity for the whole of Los Angeles,
(Today it supplies only a small part of the elec-
tricity that giant city needs,)And since that time
men have built bigger and bigger dams in different
parts of the world,

Hydroelectric plants—they use the power of

moving water to generate electricity—are a cheap
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:method of supplying energy, The difficulty is that
you can’t build them in every part of the World,
the place must be right in many ways, There aren’t
many more places in Britain, or evea in America,
which could supply hydroelectric power,

Some very big dams have been built in Africa
Tor hydroelectric Plants, But they have caused se-
rious problems; the new lakes have kad a strong
effect—sometimes a very bad effect—onmn the lives of
the birds and animals of the area; some of them
have had a bad effect on the health of the peo-
ple ®

(from The Energy Crisis)

83

@ Flowing water is itself an example of solar energy, W/KZEH
REBEEEN—PTTo {lowing2BES R, AIELIE, Hwater,

& The builders usually begin by building a dam to hold back
the water of a river, BEETNIEBREALBRIZINEEM/K, hold
back Eik, #iin: The police held back the crowd, M ZEHIE
A%,

@ seme of them have had a bad effect on the health of the peo-
ple. EEFHINCLTARNBRTETE N B Mo AW effect
onfE X BB M (YEfH) Mo Hlifl: Punishmeat had very little
effect on him, EFXMBEFH LIER.
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2. Returning to the Use of Coal

A very important reason for turaing against?

coal was pollution, When one group of astronauts
was returning from the moon, the first sign they
saw of people on the earth was smoke from the
Four Corners Power Station in New Mexico, That
power station-—-“ the biggest and dirtiest in the
world?,people call it—uses about a thousand tons of
coal an hour to generate about 2,000,000 kilowatts
of electricity, ©® It was built in the New Mexi-
co desert to save the air of Southern California
from pollution, but the smoke hangs in the air for
hundreds of miles around the power station; no-
body thought that it would reach so far,

Even the giant Four Corners Power Station is
not big enough to provide electricity for Southern
California and the country round it, The area’s
need for electricity is growing at about one million
kilowatts each year, So three or four more power
stations are being built to supply the need,
they will be coal-burning too, because there is not
enough oil for *clean® power stations,

Sir Derek Ezra, the head of the National Coal
5



Board in Britain, thinks that Britain too will have
to return to the use of coal,

“In the 1960s oil became very important, Then
came nuclear power,and then natural gas,® the gas
that often comes out of the ground with oil, We
all thought that these new fuels would take the
place of coal,® But we thought too quickly; we
have to use more coal now because oil supplies

are uncertain, and there are technical problems with

»

uclear power,
Ezrgg !3?;5 that Britain and the other countries

in Europe use coal more carefully than the United
States,

“British coal-burning power stations,” he has
said, “cause very little pollution,Only white smoke
leaves them, The dirt is caught in the power
station ?

But some peoPle do not agree with Ezra, They
say that the wind carries chemicals from British
and German power stations to the sky over Scan-
dinavia, When it rains,these chemicals pollute the

lakes and forests,
(from The Energy Crisis)
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@ That power station—“the biggest and dirtiest in the world”,
people call it—uses about a thousand tons of coal an hour to
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generate about 2,000,000 kilowatts of electricity, #HAMIRA
“BRIEFARE" BRIBEBEAEY, SNNFERSL0000H, BB
2,000,000Kfo aboutX4“k4y” i, Flin: There are about 5,000
students in our university, FRMFBRKYHS,0005%4%E,

Then came nuclear power, and then natural gas, --XFHAUHE
B34, HhE - AATFH then EEME T came.Hthen 3, F1EN
come ({ollow) FVEATEEEEIE, Flin: Then came a new diffi-
culty, RSB T S OE%E, .

we all thought that these new fuels would take the place
of coal, RIMEYBIHIXEFRELSIIRE, take the place of
o BB CRILED” 1®, Blin: Tom fell i1l and Jane took
his pIaCe. fﬁ%ﬁ@?y %fgg;&?f@%lfﬁo



3. Gas

Gas is another possible fuel for homes and in-
dustry, But gas comes from e¢oal or from oil or, as
natural gas,from the oilfields, so there is a short-
age of gas too, (Some geologists think that there
Wenty of gas deep down under the earth’s outer
crust, and that one day we may be able to get it
up,)

There has been a great shortage of gas in many

parts of America, American industry agreed te

use no gas during some parts of the day;® this
was to help homes which used gas for cooking and
heating, But now there is bad news for people with
new houses:they will never be able to have gas
supplies to their homes,

Mr and Mrs Tom Wikoff have just bought a
new house,

“They told me I could never have a supply of
gas,” said Mrs Wikoff, %] was really surprised, 1
always thought that in this country, if you had
the money, you could get anything, Now they say
we can’t have gas, and we may not be able to get

oil later, What’s happening to us?”
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Mr and Mrs Wikoff, and others like them,have
been the first people to feel the effect of the short-
ages, But they will not be the last, People have
been warning the United States for a long time
about the crisis that was coming,but until now very
few people have listened,

What can we learn from these things?

In the past we have wasted gas, Nobody has
wanted the natural gas that comes out of oil wells,
It has blown away or burned at the well, That gas
is needed today,America is even importing gas from
other countries, For a few years, ships of a new
kind have been sailing into the port of Boston, oa
the Atlantic coast, They are French ships, and
they bring matural gas from the gas fields im Al-
geria, The gas is expensive, of course, after
the long journey in special ships that keep it
liquid, If it became gas too soon, it would be dan-
gerous, ® The gas burns very easily, In fact it
was the cause of an explosion in the port of Bos-
ton in 1973,

So it is not only oil that is the problem, Some
experts say that there will be a shortage of all
kinds of energy in the 1980s,®

(from The Energy Crisis)
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American industry agreed to use no gas during some parts of
the day, REATLRERAR, —RPWEEEHEARERRZSR (K
B5), agree to A, Hlin: 1) He didn’t agree to our staying
up late, AIREIFETRAIL®E. 2) 1 asked him for permission, and
he agreed to my going, WIFHRMEVFA, MATRET,

If it became gas too soon, it would be dangerous. IFRIES
RERERFRE, BRESRN. RahaidhBinas (SNEHEE
FEREMBR®), Xi0: 1)1 he were here, he would help you. I0
R XE, fEHRN. (S5L, BAEREXE.) 2)If
I had time, I should do it again, IRTAHEE, REZEEMK
—i#, (FHEEHEMNET.) 3) If I knew English, I would buy
that dictionary, RERHERIE, RALBAFH, (BRITHRE.)
Some experts say that there will be a shortage of all kinds
of energy in the 1980s, HEELFK ¥, 20 tHADENRZAERRS
GRS, 1980s 2 19809 E# TR, E1E nineteen eighties,
8 “20 #4080, HI1980—19894F, EMBMIMEMA £ ilthe,
1980s 7T EAT % 1980°s,
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4 Salt

We do not know when man first began to use
salt, but we do know that it has been used in
many different ways throughout history®, Historic-
al evidence shows, for example, that people who
lived over 3,000 years ago ate salted fish, Thou-
sands of years ago in Egypt, salt was used to em-
balm the dead,

Stealing salt was considered a major crime
during some eras of history, In the 18th century,
for instance, if a person were caught stealing salt,
he could be put in jail®, History records that
about ten thousand people were put in jail during
that century for stealing salt] About 150 years
before , in the year 1553, taking more salt than
- one was entitled to was punishable as a crime®,
The offender’s ear was cut off]

Salt was an important item on the table of roy-
alty, It was traditionally placed in front of the
king when he sat down to eat, Important guests
at the king’s table were seated near the salt, Less
important guests were given seats farther away
from it,
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In the Roman Empire, one of the most impor~
tant roads was the one that carried salt from the
salt mines to Rome, Guards were stationed along
the route to protect against salt thieves, @ The
guards received their pay in salt,hence the English
word, salary, Any guard who fell asleep while on
duty was said to be “not worth his salt,” and as
a result he would get a little less salt on his next
paydayy ( The expression, ® not worth his salt,”
is still used today in English to refer to a person
felt to be incapable of doing a job) ,®

In the early days in the United States, salt
was very scarce, ( No one yet knew that there
was enough salt under the ground' to provide an
ample supply of salt for the whole world for thou-
sands of years] ) So, the storekeeper of pioneer
days was very careful with his salt, As he poured
out salt for a customer, he did not like for anyone
to walk across the floor of the store, The walking
might shake the floor and could cause the salt to
“settle” and as a result the storekeeper would have
to add a little more salt to the amount he had al-
ready poured outi® |

In the modern world salt has many uses beyond
the dining table, It is used in the making of

glass and airplane parts, in the growing of crops,
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and in killing weeds, It is also used to make water
soft, to melt ice on roads and highways, to make
soap, and to fix colors in cloth @ Salt even helps

to relieve itching when it is rubbed on mosquito
or other insect bites,

Salt can be obtained in various ways besides
being taken from mines underground,' Evaporation
of salt water from the ocean or salt water lakes or
small seas is one of the more common processes
for manufacturing salt, In Australia it can even be
taken from a “salt bush,” yet, however it is ob-
tained, salt will continue to play an important
role in the lives of men and women everywhere,

(from Sailing on in English)
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® We do not know when man first began to use salt, but we
do know that it has been used in many different ways
throughout history, RIIBAFAHEABRREH 2RI BERRE,
ATRMNAREERNFHE LS -ERATHS TR, 44 but
we do know...Hdo BEIZNA, RWBESHEM. Am: I do
think he is right, REASNMRRT B,

® In the 18th century, for iamstance, if 2 person were caught

stealing salt, he could be put in jail, flin, 7E18HE, MRH
Ak IS, SR RRRY. XM OTRBUEHA, £
hAEERcould be put, MNDHANEIER were caught, RIS
HBBRE R, Fim: If we had the manpower, we could open up

even more land, IMRBRMFANT, RIELTES M,
® About 150 years before, in the year 1553, taking more salt

than one was entitled to was punishable as a crime, MK K

A4 150 SERLAT, HERR 1553 4, — AKX TE TR Y &L
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