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STATEMENT ON THE OCCASION OF THE OPENING
CEREMONY OF THE INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE AND INTEGRATED DESERT
CONTROL IN THE DESERT FRINGES OF NORTHWEST CHINA

Stehpan Baas
UNDP Representative
4 November 1997

M:r. Chairman, Distinguished Guests and Participants, Ladies and Gentlmen!

On the occasion of the opening of the International Symposium on Sustainable
Agriculture and Integrated Desert Control in the Desert Fringes of Northwest
China, I would like to express my best wishes to all the guests and participants
from China and the world.

UNDP attaches great importance to the CPR/91/110 Programme “Agricultural
Development in Arid and Semi-arid Areas of Northwest China " of which the
present project CPR/91/111 “ Integrated Desert Control and Sustainable

Agriculture”is an important element.

The objectives of the overall programme are to assist in alleviating poverty
through the improvement of agricultural production and rural incomes; to help
improve the agro-environmental conditions in the programme area and to
contribute towards the region’s self-sufficiency in grain. In addition, UNDP
attaches great importance to the improvement of women’s situation through skill
up-grading, income enhancement and more active participation in household and

community decision making.

The Northwest Arid and Semi-Arid Agriculture Programme, funded by UNDP
and with counterpart contribution from the Government of China, contains five
technical component projects and a programme support. Whilst the focus and
methodology of each project is necessarily different, they all share a common goal-



that of poverty alleviation in Northwest China. Each project has an important
role in the development of the region’s economy whilst at the same time
maintaining linkage with each other. In this way although being separate, they
can influence and support each other in order to speed up regional poverty
alleviation and economic development.

Irrigated agriculture plays a vital role in poverty alleviation and economic
&evelopment of Northwest China. Whilst the region has significant surface and
underground water resources, these are being overexploited. In addition, the
fragile environment of Northwest China is degenerating, with the spread of soil
salinity, increasing desertification and continued desert encroachment.

The work of project CPR/91/111 “Integrated Desert Control and Sustainable
Agriculture 7 is therefore of great significance both for Wuwei Prefecture and
other desert fringe areas of the Northwest Region. It is vital that new
technologies and crop varieties, that are adapted to the harsh desert conditions, are
developed so that water is conserved, the advance of desertification is stopped and
that environmentally and economically sustainable systems of integrated
agricultural production are developed.

This symposium will give an opportunity for delegate from China and overseas to
discuss the project’s results and give to the Gansu Desert Control Research
Institute the benefits of their experiences of similar conditions and problems
elsewhere. This will enable the Institute to more effectively carry out its work of
developing farming systems and rangeland resource management, integrated with
desert control, more effectively to the ultimate benefit of the farmer.

I wish the symposium great success.
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STATEMNT ON THE OCCASION OF THE OPENING
CEREMONY OF THE INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE AND INTEGRATED DESERT
CONTROL IN THE DESERT FRINGES OF NORTHWEST CHINA

Ajmal M. Qureshi, FAO Representative in China
4 November 1997

Mr Chairman, the Gansu Desert Control Institute project staff members,
distinguished participants, Ladies and Gentlmen!

First of all, I would like to extend my congratulations to project staff of CPR/91/
111 “ integrated desert control and sustainable agriculture” for organizing this
International Symposium on Sustainable Agriculture and Integrated Desert
Control in the Desert Fringes of Northwest China.

It is a privilege to participate in this important event which should be considered
as a milestone in the life of CPR/91/111 project. In the past weeks, two other
projects CPR/91/112 Agriculture Education and CPR/91/114 Research,
Demonstration and Extension of Rainfed Agriculture have also conducted their
symposia. All these events are very important in presenting the achievements of
the overall CPR/91/110 programme up to now and exchanging information on

agricultural development in arid and semi-arid areas in Northwest China.

The CPR/91/110 programme Agricultural Development in Arid and Semi-Arid
Areas of Northwest China started in late 1993. The four major objectives of the

programme are:

* to assist in alleviating poverty through the improvement of agricultural
production and rural incomes.

% to help improve the agro-environmental conditions in the programme area

through the development and introduction of sustainbale and economically viable
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techniques and systems of crop production, grazing management and irrigation.

* to contribute towards the region’s self-sufficiency in grain.

* to improve the participation of women in all areas of agricultural development.

Although the Gansu Desert Control Research Institute has a long and
distinguished record of working to prevent desert encroachment, it is only
relatively recently that it has been given the mandate to undertake development,
demonstration and extension for agricultural production in desert fringe areas.
Within the context of the major objectives of the overall programme, the CPR/
91/111 project has worked on the development, demonstration and extension of
new farming techniques to increase grain as well as livestock production in
sustainable ways as well as improving grazing resource management. Farmers in
the project’s counties are being trained in the new farming technologies which are
important in increasing production and income in difficult environmental

conditions.

The support from the Government of China, UNDP and FAO to a project like
CPR/91/111 in which sustainable agriculture, poverty alleviation and
participation of women are central themes is indeed of critical importance. These
days, governments find themselves confronted with the environmental price of
agricultural production and development. Loss of natural vegetation and biological
diversity, soil erosion and surface and ground water depletion are all results of
intensive agricultural practices. The loss of quality and quantity of natural
resources is particularly detrimental in poorer areas whose economies are more

dependent on natural resources and are thus more vulnerable.

In the northwestern region of China, irrigated agricultural production takes place
in a fragile environment, facing loss of quality and quantity of natural resources.
It often provides the only source of income to farmers which is rather low and
poverty persists. Research results have helped in identifying sustainable
agricultural techniques which can improve the situation for the farmers in the
region. Even though demonstration and extension of techniques have already

started in the project counties taking into account women as well as men farmers,

6



the transfer of technologies needs to be further extended to other counties. The
impact of new technologies on farmers income in a broader area than the project’s
counties will certainly lead to a more widespread poverty alleviation through
sustainable agricultural techniques.

This symposium will serve as a platform for exchange of information on
sustainable agricultural techniques, sustainable development of irrigated farming
and rangeland resource management. Participants from overseas and from China
are gathered here to share their experiences for mutual benefit. I am confident
that the symposium will be extremely beneficial for all those working in the
fragile enviroment of the Northwestern region and that it will also benefit the
farmers. The lack of information about experience and new techniques is often an
important problem. Researchers and extensionists are facing which is also

hampering the development of agriculture.

The high priority the government of People’ s Republic of China attaches to
sustainable agricultural development is indeed encouraging. China faces an
enormous challenge for sustainable development with important components of
food security, control of pollution, poverty eradication and sound natural resource
management. However, the efforts of the project staff of CPR/91/111 and the
farmers in the spirit of their fullest participation shows the determination on

different levels to achieve this goal.

Mr. Chairman, thank you for affording me the opportunity to address this
distinguished gathering today.
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