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Preface

As a new commercial model in the 21* century, E-Commerce will
have an immeasurable and bright future. Since late 1995, Center for In-
formation and Economic Development (CIIED), Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences (CASS) began to get in touch with E-Commerce and
prepare for international conference. In March 1996, CIIED, cooperat-
ing with the former Sate Ministry of Electronic Industry, the People’s
Bank of China and the Center for Strategy and International Study (CSIS)
of USA Sponsored the first “International E -Commerce Forum” in
Beijing, China. The Forum had not only introduced the concept of E-
Commerce into China, but also plaid very important role for E-Com-
merce development in China. Since then, E-Commerce developed ex-
tremely rapidly in China, including that the leaders at all level in China
paid lots of attention to support its development; lots of departments of
government, research agencies and Universities sponsored many kinds of
E-Commerce conference in different industrial fields; many cities, indus-
trial departments, enterprises began to practice E-Commerce; some E-
Commerce modes, such as Government On-Line, electronic shopping,
on-line reservation for hotel, on-line book store, on-line gift store, on-
line coffee bar, remote education have been practiced.

After the first International E-Commerce Forum held in Beijing,

CIED, cooperating with Shang Hai Municipal Government, Sate Coun-



cil Informatization Leader Group of China and CSIS of USA, sponsored
the second “International E-Commerce Forum”, which focused on the
applicétion of E-Commerce, in Shang Hai, China. The Forum thought
that the E-Commerce had developed very successfully in the last tow
years and believed it will be developed more quickly in the future.

In January 1999, CIIED, cooperating with CSIS, the Cyber Century
Forum, Washington, D.C., sponsored the third “International E-Commerce
Conference” again in the famous Silicon Valley, San Jose, CA USA. The
conference focused on how to practice and popularize E-Commerce in
the government departments, research and education agencies and enter-
prises, developed and undeveloped fields in China, how to take advan-
tage of the experience of advanced countries and combined it with the
specialty of China This book faced all the dear readers now is the re-
search finding of the research group’ of “China E-Commerce Challenge
Project” in last two years.

Here, I would like to thank CASS, CSIS and related China’s state
government munistries and commissions which have given us lots of sup-
ports. I would like to thank Dr. Liu Guoguang, Co-Chair of CHED, the
former Vice President of CASS, famous economist and Professor and the
Hon. Diana Lady Dougan, Co-Chair of CIIED, Senior Advisor of CSIS,
Chair of Cyber Century Forum and the Life Honorable Ambassador of
USA, who have paid lots of attention and given great support to the book’s
writing. During the progress of research, we have got lots of help and
support from Intel, HP, Mitsubishi, Oracle, Sun, Netscape, IBM, Lucent,
C&W, Hong Kong Telecom, Cyber Century Forum, City Bank, CSIS,
GIIC, and many other international companies and agencies. I don’t think

we could finish our research project without their coordination. Also, I



would like to express my deep thanks to all the members of our research
group, whose high quality research findings have composed the funda-
mental contents of the book. Finally, I would like to thank Mr. Yang Tianci,
Mr. Liu Hang, China Financial and Economic Publishing House, that is
because their great support and efficient work, we could have the oppor-
tunity to recommend the book to all the dear readers.

The Chines version of the book was edited by Dr. Wu Gang first,
then modified and finished by myself. The English version of the book
was translated and finished by Mr. Pipe and Mr. Xing Fan.

I hope in heart that the economic growth of China will be sustain-
able, speedy and stable accompanied with the rapidly development of E-
Commerce. I will feel very happy if this book could push forward China’s
E-Commerce development and economy growth more quickly. Our CIIED
of CASS would like to contribute our effort to the construction for China’s

modernization and informatization.

Professor Zheng Youjing
Executive Director
Center for Information Infrastructure
and Economic Development,
Chines Academy of Social Sciences
October 1999, Beijing
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