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The Ladder Series

The Ladder Series books are specially
prepared editions of well-known American books.
They have been made easier to read for the
enjoyment of readers for whom English is a second
language.

The Series is built on a “ladder”of five steps-
from 1 000 to 5 000 different English words.
Although the books have been shortened, they
keep the ideas and facts found in the originals.

This book uses 2 000 English words. Some
words in the book are above this step and will be
found written in boldface letters. They are
explained in the Glossary at the back.

The publisher hopes the reader will enjoy this
Series, while going up the ladder to more difficult

reading.
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BEIJING NORMAL
UNIVERSITY PRESS
BEIJING, CHINA

On behalf of the United States In-
formation Agency, I éongratulate the
Beijing Normal University Press on
its decision to reprint the books that
will constitute the series “A Treasury
of English Teaching Materials. ”

Each of these titles, originally pub-
lished by USIA, offers a student the
opportunity to improve his or her
knowledge of American English, and
learn more about the -culture, cus-
toms and history of the United
States. Teachers will find this mate-
rial a useful supplement to the Eng-
lish language curriculum in China’ s

high schools and colleges.
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USIA is committed to the improve-
ment of understanding between the
United States and the People’ s Re-
public of China. A key to better mu-
tual understanding is for Chinese citi-
zens to be able to communicate effec-
tively in English, and for Americans
to become proficient in the Chinese
language.

This book and the others in this se-
ries will help prepare China’s stu-
dents for the competitive world of in-
ternational commerce and cross-cul-
tural contact for which a knowledge

of English is essential.

Sincerely,
Joseph Duffey
Director
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Sylph Etherege

On a bright summer evening, two persons
stood among the bushes of a garden, secretly
watching a young girl who sat in the window-seat
of a neighboring home. One of these unseen
observers, a gentleman, was youthful,and had an
air of being of good family, and the face of a
thinker. He was not qtherwjsg handsome in
appearance. His face wore a threatening, though
somewhat satisfied expression,while he pointed his
long finger at rhe girl,and seemed to regard her as
a creature completely within his influence.

“The trick works!”said he.in a low whisper.

“Do you kno;zv,Edward Hamilton—-—- since so
you choose to be named-——do you know, "said the
lady beside him,“that I am almost prepared to tell
the truth at once? What if the lesson should prove
too hard! True,if my ward could bt thus laughed
out of her foolish nonsense,she might be the better
for it through life. But then,she is such a delicate
creature! And besides, are you not ruining your

own chance by putting forward this shadow of
1




another person?”

“But will he not disappear into thin air,when I
so command?”replied Edward Hamilton. “Let the
trick work!”

The girl’s thin and sylph-like figure was
colored with light from the sunset clouds,
surrounded by rich,silken curtains,and set within |
the deep frame of the window. It was a perfect
picture. Though her occupation excited much
interest in the two observers, she was merely
gazing at a miniature which she held in her hand,
framed in white silk and red leather. There did not
appear to be any other cause for the evil smile with
which Hamilton regarded her. .

“The trick works!”he whispered again. “Our
pretty Sylvia’s lack of interest will be paid for
dearly!” .

At this moment the girl raised her eyes.
Instead of a liviﬁg likeness of the miniature, she
beheld the unbeautiful shape of Edward Hamilton,
who now stepped forth from his hiding place in the
bushes. |

Sylvia Etherege was a girl without father and
mother. Till a few months before, she had spent
her life under the care of an unmarried uncle, in
whose home she lived. While yet a child, she had
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