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Preface

I have been associated with Prof. Guo Yaojun for so many years that I have
difficulties in remembering when I first met her. It was probably in Bromma (a
suburb of Stockholm), Sweden, perfectioning her skills in isoelectric focusing.
We met then again in occasion of our first Grand Tour of China, in 1983,
spreading the Gospel of electrophoresis. She was my gracious host in Beijing and
introduced me to the wonders of the great Chinese civilization. It was with her
that I toured for the first time the Great Wall, the Temple of Heaven, the For-
bidden City and this was truly an adventure, considering that very few foreigners
were admitted into China in those days. We met zgain in other occasions, orga-
nizing lectures and workshops around China and she was always present and ready
to help and translate our obscure words into more comfortable Chinese language.
She must have toured China so extensively, organizing lectures and workshops in
electrophoresis, as to be probably the most popular figure in today’s Chinese Sep-
aration Science. I suspect that, out of so much capillary knowledge, must have
born this idea of writing such a comprehensive book in all aspects of electrophore-
sis. Originally, I remember she approached me with the idea of translating in
Chinese my two books in conventional isoelectric focusing and immobilized pH
gradients, but I think she was wise in preparing instead a full meal on all aspects
of electrophoresis. I now realize my fundamental mistake in writing my two
books in English: as my friend Werner Von Braun (the one who brought the

man to the moon with his pestiferous rockets) once warned me, 1 should have
learned Chinese!

Prof. PIER GIORGIO RIGHETTI

University of Verona (Italy)
L orgpope Al

October-29-1998
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