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Preface

It is well-known that Qingdao has two appearances, the old town and
the young modern city. The ancient area of Qingdao has witnessed the
distant memory of dong-yi culture and marine culture. The ups and downs
of the young urban area of Qingdao are accompanied by the process of
Chinese modernization. In terms of cultural heritages, the former gives
priority to traditional cultural heritages, which has reflected the evolution of
agricultural society. The latter is very much a modern city of urban cultural
heritages. They all reflect the rapid transformation of Qingdao from a
traditional society to a modern society. Thanks to splendid cultural
heritages, Qingdao has been promoted to become a historically and
culturally famous city in China.

What needs to be focused on is that, Qingdao’s cultural heritages are
mainly concentrated on the old town. By November 2019, within the
scope of 6.9 square kilometers of the old town, there is a cluster of famous
buildings including 4 national key cultural relic protected sites ( there are 25
single buildings among German buildings, and 236 single buildings among
Eight Great Passes early modern buildings), 18 provincial-level cultural
relics protected sites ( there are 10 single buildings among Guantao Road
early modern buildings, 12 single buildings among Zhongshan Road early
modern buildings ) , 45 municipal-level cultural relics protected sites, 73
district ( municipal ) - level cultural relics protected sites. In the third
national heritage sites survey and inventory, new discoveries include 612
unmovable heritage sites, 313 outstanding historical buildings, 50 former

residence of celebrities, as well as two national historical and cultural street
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of Eight Great Passes and The Yu Hill. These resources have contributed to
the exotic building clusters that integrating Chinese, Western culture and
the art of architecture. They are the foundation of urban appearance which
is known as “red tiles and green trees, blue sea and clear sky” , also act as
the basis of Qingdao’s old town to apply for the world cultural heritage.

It is undoubted that museum is a superlative way to protect, present
and study cultural heritages. Hence, attaching great importance to the status
and effect of museum on economic and cultural society construction,
municipal committee and government of Qingdao have planned and
implemented the urban development strategy of Qingdao museums, taking
it as the significant content of establishing Qingdao as an international

“
open, modern,

fashionable city in order to promote its transformation to a
vigorous and fashionable” metropolis in the world. Since 2011, Qingdao
administrative departments of culture and tourism have focused on the
integration of historical and cultural resources, mobilized the society to
participate in, and set up museum clusters with full categories, numerous
quantities, reasonable layout and sound benefits based on investigation,
registration, research, protection and utilization of cultural heritages. The
total number of museums in the whole city has reached 100, which ranks
the fourth in other cities of the same category in China. Besides, the
museum has a collection of 300000 pieces/set in total, nearly 10 million
visitors per year, and each aspect of it comes out in front compared with
other cities of the same category in China.

The innovative experience of establishing Qingdao museums town
mainly includes several points as following. First, the support from
government. With an aim of advancing the standardized and healthy
development of non-state owned museums in Qingdao, Qingdao and other
districts, cities have put forward with a series of government supporting
documents since 2014 to incorporate an increasing number of museums into
the financial reward and subsidy system so as to encourage and accelerate

museums to improve the level of operation as well as service quality.
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Preface

Second, participation of forces in society. A variety of enterprises,
communities and individuals are encouraged and supported to provide
funds, site and objects for the construction of museums. At present, the
total number of non-state owned museums has reached 70 in Qingdao. In
addition, volunteering activities at museums are vigorously carried out,
which has actively driven the entire society to facilitate museums to develop
the function of public cultural service. What’s more, through specialists’
demonstration and publication of collections of theses, Qingdao Association
of Museum and other institutions are closely connected to provide
intellectual support for setting up Qingdao museums town. The third point
is scientific and technological means. Positively implementing “ Internet +
Chinese civilization 7, Qingdao Bureau of Culture and Tourism has
developed and operated “ Qingdao museums Alliance” - an Internet
intellectual service platform, which has promoted the full coverage of
museums’ WeChat Subscription so as to release the exhibitions and activities
of museums instantly, and speed up the digitalized presentation and
preventive protection of heritage sites as well as the burgeoning industry of
selling and purchasing cultural and creative products online.

Scientific construction of Qingdao museums town is mainly manifested
on: with movable cultural heritage as protective utilized target, and
museums as the carrier, Qingdao museums town has realized a sound
interaction among the dominance and support of government, active
participation of forces in society, coordination of scientific and technological
means, and social application.

Practical construction of Qingdao museums town is mainly manifested
on: by June 2019, Qingdao museums has formed a pattern that “takes state
owned museums as the subject, and non-state owned ones as supplement”

Among them, there are 1 national first-class museum; 3 second-class
museums; 4 third-class museums, covering military affairs, marine,
industrial heritage, agricultural heritage, folk culture, former residence of

celebrities, red (the CPC) heritage, natural science and so on. At the
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same time, 38 museums have been selected as the “social classroom” ,
science popularization and patriotism education base for primary and middle
school students. Combined with themes of themselves, the museums have
carried out research activities with rich contents and various forms that have
been highly spoken by society. Meanwhile, Qingdao museums actively
serve the overall situations of this city. During the period of the SCO
Summit, the heads of multiple countries have visited Museum of Kang
Youwei's Former Residence, Museum of the Former German Governor’s
House, Tsingtao Museum. Additionally, at the 70" anniversary of
founding Chinese Marines, wives of marines delegations’ heads of multiple
countries have been accorded a cordial reception by Qingdao museums.
Furthermore, Qingdao 1907 Film Museum has made contributions for
Qingdao to striving for becoming “Film City of United Nations” . In a
word, museums in Qingdao have laid a solid foundation for the old town
to declare the world’s cultural heritage.

The eftective construction of museums in Qingdao is mainly
manifested on; from 2011 until now, Qingdao museums town has been
successively constructed for eight years, which directly benefits Qingdao
citizens and tourists from other places so that it plays a role of filling in the
blank within Shandong Province. More importantly, Qingdao museums
has improved their abilities of serving the society and generated some
influential research results. Therefore, citizens’, tourists’ and students’
knowledge of natural society and science has been enriched.

Qingdao museums have coordinated and advanced the development of
economic society in this city. Firmly keeping the original belief and
mission, Qingdao museums adhere to apply themselves to their post, and
advocate to open museum for free. Until now, 85 museums have been
opened free of charge, exerting themselves to “ make the results of heritage

“

sites preservation benefit the masses more”, and “ make heritage sites
become vigorous” . For example, museums have pioneered the five

entrance activities “ entering schools, entering community, entering rural
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areas, entering army and police camps, entering enterprises and
institutions” , thus expanding the service scope of museums. Besides, they
advocate and organize Qingdao museums to be opened longer in the
evening, put forward a lot of new activities with numerous forms such as
lectures, performances, questions answering, small-scale concerts to enrich
the night life of the charming island, and the activities are widely popular
with spectators. Beyond that, Qingdao museums have built multiple lines
of tourism, and formed a system of cultural and creative products with
“ different forms, distinct features, full of innovative ideas, and strong
competitiveness” . Qingdao museums have also motivated the upgrading of
cultural consumption in Qingdao by participating in “2017 International
Cultural and Creative Products Expo Week in Qingdao China” and 2019
China ( Qingdao ) Arts and Crafts Expo and Cultural Tourism
Commodities Fair.

The demonstrative construction of Qingdao museums town is mainly
manifested on; on the ceremony of completing 100 Qingdao museums’
construction in June 2019, leaders of National Cultural Heritage
Administration and Shandong Cultural Heritage Administration positively
supported actions of Qingdao municipal government. For instance, they
have formulated and carried out the supporting policies directing at non-
state owned museums, actively adopted scientific and technological means,
created new service ways of museums, researched, developed and sold
cultural and creative products, stimulated forces from the whole society to
jointly establish museums. As a result, a majority of museums from
domestic cities of the same category came for investigating and drawing
experience.

It is indeed my commitment to launch a comprehensive research of
Qingdao museums due to the fact that the author has the honor to live in
the grand era, in the city with European charm, and at a delicate time for
the burgeoning development of Qingdao museums career, especially with

the kind help of so many leaders, teachers, colleagues and friends.
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Accompanied by cultural heritages in Qingdao for nearly 20 years,
from which the author has acquired endless fun. Be grateful to time, be
grateful to Qingdao. Certainly the author will continue to walk through

this beautiful city with a happy soul
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