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Preface

Wang Luclin
Vice — President of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

| Form 27 to 28 November 1998, the International Symposium
“China, Public Policy Choice Into the 21st Century”, co -
sponsored by Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and the Ford
Foundation and hosted by the Institute of Finance and Trade
Economics, was held in Beijing. More than one hundred experts
and scholars from all over the world have had extensive discussions
and exchange of views on China’s public policies making. The book
now present in front of the readers is of the symposium.

I am very honored that I have attended the Symposium,
listened to the lectures of part of the experts and read carefully the
papers and comments submitted to the Symposium by the delegates.
I am really beneflited a lot.

With respect to the Symposium, to me, it is a mecting with
high-level delegates, high-level views and high-level standards. As
we can see, Chinese delegates attending the Symposium are from
the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Research Institute of the
State Council, Development Research Center of the State Council,
State Development Planning Commission, Restructuring Office of
the State Council, Ministry of Finance, People’ s Bank of China,
Ministry of Civil Affairs, Beijing University, China Peoples
University, China FEconomic Reform Research Foundation,

Institute of Contemporary Marxism and World Fund of the Nature.



Preface 5

Foreign delegates are from the United States, the United
Kingdom, Canada, Australia, Holland and the World Bank. We
may say that all delegates to this Symposium are celebrated experts
and scholars who have achievements in the field of theories of public
policies.

With respect to contents of discussions of this Symposium,
they cover almost every aspect of theories and practices of China’s
public policies, such as public financial policies, social policies,
environment policies, poverty elimination policies, employment
policies, coordinated regional economic growth policies, income
distribution policies, state-owned enterprises reform, improvement
of democratic systems, etc. It is worth while mentioning that
although the Symposium covers extensive areas of tcpics, no topic is
tangled superficially. Many agendas have been carefully and deeply
discussed and sometimes even heatedly debated.

A study of world history, especially the histories of developed
countries, shows that public policies have become one of the
requisite important means by the government to administrate and
adjust modern market economy. With the advance of social and
economic development, macro-governmental management becomes
more and more important, and so does the role of public policies.
In a more developed market, the government needs more, through
macro-management and through the formulation and implementation
of public policies, to overcome and rectify inherent drawbacks of the
market and to solve difficulties that the market itself can not
eliminate.

Although public policy is not completely a new topic in China,
we should admit that we are indeed not very clear about many
theoretical questions in public policies making, such as the position
and role of modern state public policies, connotation and extension

of the concept of public policy, non-market-oriented contents and
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goals of public policies, flexibility and stability of the effects of
public policies, scientific, democratic and open public policies
making, function-positioning of the market and the government,
etc. At the same time, we must acknowledge that we face in the
field of public policies many practical problems requiring prompt
solution. For instance, public policies are involved in China's
economic restructuring, especially the reform of state-owned
enterprises, coordinated social and economic growth, reform of
fiscal policies and taxation systems, adjustment of income
distribution and policy orientation, poverty and poverty alleviation
policies, social restructuring and social policies making,
environmental policies, employment and unemployment policies,
etc. Doubtless to say, the quality of public policies making is
essential to stability of the country and the society, economic
growth and welfare of the people’ s life. Therefore I feel, at the
cross of centuries, when China’s reform and opening-up are into a
crucial stage, the gathering of Chinese and foreign social scientists
for deep discussions and extensive exchanges on such a topic of great
importance as China’s public policies making is very valuable and
meaning{ul in promoting the early establishment of China’s market
economy system, promoting the deepening of research on theories of
China’s public policies, promoting the advance of the level of
China’s public policy making, and thus promoting the establishment
and perfection of China ’s public policy structure.
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