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SrELHRS - B WifE

16 Sept, 1988

Dear Sir,
This is an important book. Its importance lies not in

its coverage of the basic elements of writing — which it does
well — but in its treatment of two areas which are often ne-
glected in the development of writing skills.

First, it recognises that the best method for teaching writ-
ing is one that p'aces prime importance on the role of writing
practice. Furthermore, it shows how ‘complex’ sentences
and ‘specific’ words can be used to describe different subjects.

Second, its aim is to show students ‘how’ to write, not
‘what’ to write. Those people who have been subjected to
the latter approach are restricted to those situations with which
they are familiar, However, people who have been trained
‘how’ to write have the flexibility to deal wit!. any subject

matter.
| have no hesitation in recommending this book for pu-

blication.
Paul Ross
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LESSON 1
WHAT IS GOOD WRITING

ARIEE. AN B 2R STER— BTN TE, BEAE
IS ANHE; T FHEENHS kBB RS
WARERFENFEEESRANRE-TRRTRT 280
fEEPHERT, RANTHIT 2EE0MNSEIISESR
S CRRE b

Our goal is to develop skill' in writing compositions;
however, the writing instruction will begin with the paragraph
— the basic unit in all college writing. Why practice the pa-
ragraph? A paragraph, although comparatively short, con-
tains many of the basic elements to be considered in writing
a composition. A paragraph is complete in itself and can
also be part of a composition which usually contains
several paragraphs or part of a chapter in a book. So it
will be useful to keep in mind the relationship between
a paragraph and a composition. |

In this lesson we’ll discuss “What is good writing?”.
Some people think good writing is writing which doesn’t
break the rules of grammar, vocabulary use, and spelling.
However, it’s far from enough for good writing. Four quali-

1



ties that are needed in good paragraphs are:
1. One central idea —Adp0E 48
2. Unity ®kiE (BBREDNEDTEERLR—P
O BRI HARITE. )
3. Coherence #%FI¥E (R LEBENHRE FEZHEH,
— M, EERRRIT. )
4. Adequate development FTHBIF (EBEEBN
(EH., R, §E., EHEsPLER”R, )
1. 54— BERBE - LER pPLOBEBMER
W RA RS 42 |
All paragraphs have one basic aim: to communicate a
single idea clearly and effectively. The single idea is the
central thought of the paragraph. A paragraph, by limiting
itself to only one center of interest, can develop its subject
more fully. The idea is often (but not always) summarized
in one sentence called the TOPIC SENTENCE.
2 Bk EER, KU TFSHRATLEENEEY
AP
In a unified paragraph the topic sentence and the sen-
tences that provide supporting details are as closely related
as a mother hen and her chicks. Almost every sentence can
be shown to bear upon the topic sentence. In other words,
a paragraph has unity when every sentence is relevant to the
central idea. Anything that fails to support the statement
made in the topic sentence is not suitable for the paragraph.
3.BRENEREEEARENREB T RO T ZEEXS
ZEAR L.

2



Coherence means that the parts of the paragraph should
be logically arranged and connected. A paragraph is coherent
when its ideas are clearly related to each other in a logical
order.. Each sentence in a coherent. paragraph naturally
grows out of each earlier sentence in deve]opmg the central
idea.

4. fﬁ%%?ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂxm?%{#ﬂgﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁaﬁﬁk ﬁi’ﬂ
mﬁ%o -

~Inan adequately developed paragraph th’ ngs are discus-
sed'in “definite, exact, precise details, In other words good
writers always develop the central idea of the paragraph with
partlculars or details that make the idea clear and meaningful.
| Paragraphs will be c’ear and enjoyable to read if they
have the above described qualities.

GE) ABRERAADER, REBHBNERSFERHOR
HeEUW, BROGEH NN B8 E A HE BT LS %
REXRERMN. HIN—TFHRLBRENFLRIFEATITHN
Vi BERTHOTFHER, BEHEMNERNORERITIE,
—BEFNSIERLFARR TEONOEZRLNFER. X—
KAEABEBABESES €. LHRS IR,
Practice 1 |
For each pair of paragraphs below, circle the one that you
think s MORE COHERENT or MORE UNIFIED or
MORE ADEQUATELY DEVELOPED. Be prepared to
explain why, using the materials provided in this lesson.
HREI—RAHPNENBE. BHENPREN—E, #R

3
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- T'want to talk about my father. He is strict with his

children, especially me. He won’t let me out of the ho-’\

use unless I’'ve done all my homework. He is a talland

rather skinny man. Some people say he is good-loo-
king, He has a nice streak of gray in his hair, He lau-

..ghsa lot and enjoys life. My father is  interesting.

My father’s face isrough. Hiscomplexionis leathery
and wrinkled. There are large pores in the skin
that covers hi'syn_ose and cheeks. His nose, -broken
twice in his life, makes him look like a boxer who

 has lost th many fights. His mouth, unless he
| smiles, looks hard and threatening. His chin is

massive and angular. Shaved or not, my father’s
face is rugged.

Jennie was very nervous. Her mouth was dry. She

had never held a gun befor‘é, but now, not only was
she holding one, she might have to use it. Her hands
were moist. Her arms and legs trembled. Her
hands were unsteady.

Jennie was very nervous. Her mouth was dry; her
hands were moist and unsteady. Her arms and legs

. trembled. She had never held a gun before, but

now, not only was she holding one, she might have

- to use it.

City College is completely overcrowded. - The lack

“.of space is apparent in all parts of the campus. The



classrooms are so jammed that students feel like
sardines, and some of them have to sit on the floor.
The library and study rooms are so packed that many

- students must study in the halls and stairways. The

cafeteria is always so full that students often go hun-

gry or lose their appetites. Every inch of the

campus is so overcrowded that it looks more like
a marketplace than a place for higher learning.

City College is badiy overcrowded. The number
of students increases from year to year; yet the num-
ber of classrooms remains the same. _‘Stu'dents com-
plain that they can hardly find a place either to study
and relax in the campus, or to eat in the cafeteria.

Practice 2 )

I. Circle the letter beside the sentence that does not develop
the central idea which appears in the to_pié sentence.
BHAHAREPLER, HiS5ZTX9 T,

TOPIC SENTENCE: It is hard to travel to work by bus

during the rush hour. | - |

a.
b.

You have to wait in long lines at the bus stop.
When the bus arrives, someone always-tries to push
past you to get in first. '

After you pay your fare, you are shoved down the
aisle by the rest of the boarding passengers. -

~ Sometimes you can read the morning newspaper

dyring. the ride,



e. A passenger standing next to you might shove his
or her elbow in your ribs, step on your toes, or even
drop cigarette ashes on you.

f. It certainly is a relief when you finally reach your

~ stop.

2. Arrange the following group of sentences in right order
so that they make sense.

B TEXWERXAEHREN THRE T,

a. Then you will come to a hall way leading to the lib-
rary’s music room. | |

b. Walking around the information desk to the left,

you will pass a children’s 'reading room on your right.

The sign reads, To the Music Room.

d. As you enter the muin door of the library, you will

L

see the information desk directly in front of you.

e. At the end of the hallway you will sce a sign.

Practice 3
Read the following paragraphs carefully. Give your
opinion on each one that you think is better or poorly written.
FFAPETEMNADRE, REARNLERENESR, #
HIReE k.
- 1. I prefer summertime to the winter. In -the summer
there is no school, and ] am not under the same pressures that
I face in winter. The summer offers more opportunity for

outdoor exercise — swimming, tennis, baseball, just to name

6



a few summer sports. In the summertime, also, one can tra-
vel. [Iprefertosee Americafirst. Inshort, I think of summer
as a time for rest and recreation, while winter is a time for
work.

2. When you want to build a fire, the first thing to do
s to get some logs, some kindling, and some paper. Then
strike a match. Be surc to arrange the logs closely together
on top of the kindling before you light the paper. After
wadding up the paper, put it on the ground and scatter the
kindling on it.

WORD LIST

1. instruction n 328 * * *
2. limit oneself to P47 1. skinny a. fRn, HRESH
3. fully adv. 4 #b 2. streak n. &KL ALk
4. topic sentence =4 3. complexion n. F; B
5. unified $ikdeimeg: &—n 4. leathery a. &
6. supporting details 3385 &% %) 5. wrinkle vi. #&er
7 EE MY 6. pore n. FEF,
7. chick n. 478 7. boxer n. #:HTF
8. be reievant to L...... F3E, 8. massive a. 3 K
L PR 11V 9. angular a. HHEHFEAK

9. coherent a. EFH, H&E 10 rugged a. HI M, HEH
H1s BEMN 11. overcrowded a. 44K H

10. be related to H...... FEEZR 12. campus n. B H

11. in logical order B 5iF 13. jam ve. (B3 (H3EH

12. meaningfuli a. FHEXK 14. sardine n. PT &

13. enjoyable a. #yhfr;; BEL 15. stairway n.' BER



16.

17.

18.

cafeteria n. ( ) Fi& B IR
REORERBEEHENE %
marketplace n. 3 575 1%,
il

rush hour  ( AdE% iy )
R TR 2

. recreation n.
. kindling n,

. wadup 8. BB

. shove down Fig
. aisle n. J#H

. hallway n.

ORI
Bk S8
Bl:k¥ CER#D



LESSON 2

PARAGRAPH UNITY:
THE TOPIC SENTENCE AND
THE CONTROLLING IDEA

 ABERE. AENEH 2RRELES, fFAREENK
B, BEZARHLXE, UREESHTHCOKNENAXNS
S EREAITERR L,

“OHHBERNERSEE? RAYEENAAEERERN
EESHEBRAZ—. REBEBEEIDEREER T A0LR
Wi, AERMRLBERFBRE, SHERERNYE, 5
LEEME, XURENEADEEES OB EAER,
| 2 RBREED T EEAREORLER, SEIE BB
hLOBEREREGASR HAXBYEFOEE. BHELEE
W, SR RRE, TR AREROELE, B
P, BiSEHEOETRY,

What 1s a topic sentence? |

A topic sentence expresses the main idea concerning the
topic of the paragraph. A topic sentence is usually a general
sentence. It states the main idea briefly, gives clues to the
development of the main idea of the paragraph, and controls

9



