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PREFACE

In the last several decades, great progress has been made in the study of
sedimentology of cur country, and the research achievements are numerous. It
will be significant to cooperate with the experts of the various fields of sedimen-
tology of our country and to write, by the same principles and regulations, a
monograph which can reflect the state, level and characteristics of the study of
sedimentology of our country today,in order to show the research achievements,
summarize the experiences, point out the direction of future study, serve the four
modernizations, and also contribute to the development of international sedimen-
tology.

As early as 1986, I discussed this matter with Prof. Wang Yinghua, Prof.
Liu Huanjie and Prof. Sha Qing’ an, and they all agreed. However, this was not
carried out immediately due to various reasons.

In February 1988, I sent to the experts of various fields of sedimentology of
our country the “Preliminary proposal to write Sedimentology of China”, in
which the nature and contents of the book, principles and ways of writing, and
funds raising for publication expenses were suggested preliminarily, so as to get
agreements, supports and advices from them. Soon, they answered. They all en-
thusiastically supported this idea, and proposed many constructive suggestions.
Some of them even sent me the synopses of the chapters that they wanted to
write. I was deeply moved by their activeness and enthusiasm.

With their supports, an editorial board was established in December 1988 so
as to plan and carry out organizing, writing, revising, and editing of the book,
as well as raising of funds for publication expenses and so on.

Since February 1988, the editorial board and all authors have done a lot of
work. Two author forums and five editorial board conferences were held; be-
tween the chief editor and the associate chief editors, many working meetings
were called, and exchanges of opinioné were made many times ; between the chief
editor and the authors, about 300 letters were written, and many times of discus-
sion were made; the chief editor and associate chief editors contacted many times
with and asked advices from quite a few predecessors of the sedimentological cir-

cles of our country, contacted with many publishing houses, and consulted the



leaders of the China National Petroleum Corporation and the University of
Petroleum for instructions; each chapter was reviewed and revised many times;
a lot of efforts were made to raise money for publication. Now, every important
problem has been solved. The final manuscript of this book has been finished,
and will be published by the Petroleum Industry Press.

The whole book includes 3 parts, 35 chapters. It is composed of about
1,500,000 words, 483 figures, 72 color and black-white photoplates. and is writ-
ten by authors from 25 units of the petroleum industry. geology, coal industry.
metallurgy industry, nuclear industry, universities and the Academy of Sciences
of China. It took four years to finish this book. This is a very large project in-
deed.

This book shows 3 charateristics:

1. The original data,figures,photoplates,examples, viewpoints , methodology
and theories are basically all Chinese, i. e, basically all born and brought up on
Chinese native earth, and have the rich flavour of China, the flavour of Chinese
earth. Certainly,foreign data and viewpoints ought to be cited if necessary,other-
wise, it is closing ourselves to international intercourse. But most of them must
be Chinese, otherwise, this book would not be called Sedimentology of China.
The more we want to have a place in the international circles of sedimentology
and geology and contribute to the development of sedimentology and geology of
the world, the more we should put emphasis on our own creative work. This is
the dialectics. This book is exactly a creative work of our own.

2. This book is a monograph. In this book,each chapter is based on the prac-
tical data from China, which are linked together by the author’s own viewpoint
so as to form a theory system of China, first of all, a theory system of the
author’s own. The chapters in this book are independent from each other, and
each has its own characteristics. But on the other hand, the chapters are related
to each other, they are linked together by the same principles and regulations of
writing. Thus this book is a whole.

3. The authors of this book are the experts of great achievements in the sedi-
mentological circles of our country. They write only the contents which they are
most familiar with and have deep insight in. Every author writes only one chap-
ter, at most two chapters. Thus the quality of this book can be guaranteed. Only
thus can this book reflect and represent the present state, level and characteris-
tics of the sedimentology of cur country today and can be called Sedimentology of
China.



Before this book is to be published ,special thanks are given to Professors Ye
Lianjun, Ye Zhizheng, Yuan Jiangi. Zeng Dingqian, and Wu Chongyun, the fore-
runners of the sedimentological circles of China, who all took part in writing this
book. Professor Ye Lianjun also wrote the inscription “Sedimentology has blos-
somed and fruited on the grand earth of China”. These is the greatest supports
for this book. We are also grateful to Professors He Jingyu, Sun Shu. Fan Jia-
song, Li Jiliang, Chen Changming, Xin Quanlin, Liu Menghui and He Qixiang.
who were concerned with, supported or took part in the work of organizing and
writting of this book. Although their wishes to contribute articles to this book
were not realized, their kindness is appreciated.

Special thanks are given to Deputy Director Shi Baoheng of the Bureau of
Science and Technology Development of China National Petroleum Corporation.
He had supported us with utmost enthusiasm when he was aware that we were
arduously raising funds for publication on our own. Under his suggestion, Vice
President Jin Zhongchao of the Corporation scon made the instruction: the
Petroleum Industry Press will be responsible for publication and all publishing
expenses of this book. Now, this book is put into the list of Important Books of
the Petroleum Industry Press, and will be published with the fastest speed and
highest quality. Thus, our most difficult problem is solved. Here, we thank sin-
cerely Vice President Jin Zhongchao, Deputy Director Shi Baoheng, and the lead-
ers, duty editor and all other members of the Petroleum Industry Press.

Many thanks are given to the leaders and editors of the Geological Publish-
ing House ,Press of China University of Mining and Technology,Press of Univer-
sity of Petroleum, and Press of Yunnan Science and Technology, who all ex-
pressed the wishes to undertake publication of this book. Although their wishes
was not realized, their great supports for this book will not be forgotten.

Many thanks are given to my students and assistants Xin Wenjie, Jiang Pan-
liang, Bao Zhidong, Han Zheng, Jin Zhenqui, He Youbing, Chen Yueqing and
Wen Shunjiu, who did a lot of work in typing, transcribing, glueing of photo-
plates, translating the preface and the table of the contents from Chinese to Eng-
lish, and reception of all conferences and meetings of the editorial board.

Finally, thanks are given to all authors of this book and all members of the
editorial board. All authors revised their manuscripts repeatedly without com-
plaining according to suggestions by the editorial board and me until the
manuscripts were satisfying. The members of the editorial board, especially the

associate chief editors (especially Professor Wang Yinghua) made all efforts to



support my work, shared my burden and help me to overcome difficulties. T am
encouraged greatly by the lofty style and profound friendship. Without these sup-
ports, it would be impossible for me to be competent for the hard work of the
chief editor,

There are some incompleteness in this book. Originally this book was in-
tended to include some chapters, such as siliceous rocks, fluvial sediments, storm
sediments, comparative sedimentology, plate tectonics and sedimentation, sedi-
mentary iron ore deposits,sand ore deposits,and sedimentology of ancient China.
But due to various reasons, these were not realized. In addition, the arrangement
of some chapters of this book might not be appropriate.

It is a very arduous work to write a book to reflect and represent the state,
level and characteristics of the study of sedimentology of China today. This book
is just a beginning. We sincerely hope our collegues in the circles of sedimentolo-
gy and geology and the reading public of this book can give suggestions for fur-

ther improvement.

Feng Zengzhao
University of Petroleum, Beijing
February , 1992
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