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1. Tw'o Languages

Liz, a graduate at the University of Wales, was go-
ing to spend a year at the University of Massachusetts
studying economics. She had been invited to stay with
the Van Dyke family, who had been recommended by a
friend. Alex, the eldest son, met her at the airport and
drove her home, where Mrs Van Dyke was waiting at
the door.

“Welcome to America, Lizl”

They shook hands.

“How do you do, Mrs Van Dyke?”

4Tust call me ‘Mary’,” Mrs Van Dyke said.

Liz looked round her. “Oh, what a lovely road!”

The road stretched in a straight line as far as the
distant highway. It was lined with trees and all the
houses were built of wood and painted white.

“Your front gardens haven’t got any hedges or walls
hetween them.”

“We call them front yards over here, Liz! No, our
front yards belong more to the street as 2 whole. We're
more sociable than you are. We drop in on each other.
You like to be more private. ‘An Englishman’s home is
his castle!” Isn’t that right, Liz?”

“Well, yes and no. I'm afraid we're becoming more
and more American!” | S



“Come on in!” Mrs Van Dyke said. “I'll show you
your room so you can wash up.”

Alex laughed. “She doesn’t mean ‘do the dishes’.
She means ‘wash your hands’.”

“I’ll just get my luggage from the boot?, said Liz,
“Is it unlockedy”

Alex roared with laughter. “That’s really great!
Excuse me, Liz! I'm not correcting you. It's just that
‘boot’ seems so funny to us. We call it ‘trunk’, and we
say ‘baggage , not ‘luggage" Go on up with Ma. I'll get
your suitcases.”

Mary Van Dyke pointed to the door opposite Liz’s
room. “That’s the bathroom, and the shower is next
door. Alex tells me that many English people would ra-
ther take a bath than a shower. I'm afraid our bathtub
is very small-.-Well, now you know Where everything is,
I'll leave you in peace.”

At that moment Alex arrived with Liz’s two suitca-

s. “You look worried,” he said. “What's the matters”

“Well, your mother didn’t tell me where the loo, I
mean toilet is.” . .

“Did she tell you. Where the bathroom isp”

ﬂYes . . - N . -

“That’s one of the words we use for toilet.- You can
—or ‘the WC’. W
don’t have batlirooms in. the English style. :Most of us
prefer showers. I heard Ma say ‘take & bath’. You says

call it ‘the toilet’ if you prefer

2




‘have & bath’, don’t youy”

“Yes, we have a bath in a bath!”

“Crazy language!” he said, dropping her suitcasesin
Ber room. “The closets are all empty. Know what I
- means”

“Yes, cupboards!” Liz answered with a laugh. I read
somewhere not long ago,” she went on, “that British
English and American English would soon. be two sepa-
rate languages.”

“Nonsense!” Alex replied. “In another ten years, you
British will all be speaking American Enghsh But I
hope you don’t change your accent!”

A few months later, Liz’s mother paid a short visit
to Boston and they spent the weekend together by the
‘sea at Plymouth. They stayed in a small' motel and had
breakfast at a nearby coffee shop. Their waitress was an
attractive girl of about twenty who looked very efficient
and {friendly. “Hil” she said as they sat down. “I'm
Cheryl Sheen. I'm your waitress and will do all I can to

make you folks happy and contented you’re English,
aren’t youg That’s great! I simply love your accent! Now
what’ll you havey”

Liz’s mother decided to have a fried égg.

“How would you like it?” the girl asked. “Over easy,
over hard or sunny-side up” _

Liz watched her mother’s face with amusement “Oh,

my!” the girl said. “Please excuse me! I forgot you're
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English. ‘Easy’ is soft, not cooked very much, and
‘hard’ is well-cooked. ‘Over side’ means the egg’s tur-

ned over and fried on both sides. ‘Sunny-side up’ means
it isn’t turned over.”

“Sunny-side up, then,” Liz’s mother replied, “as it’s
raining outside.”

The girl laughed. “Oh, that’s nice! The rain makes
you folks feel at home, I guess! How about some hash
browns?” |
“They're potatoes, Mum, chopped up and fried very
brown.” | |

“Well, Why not? And coffee, please, white coffee.”

It was the girl’s turn to look surprised, “White
coffee9”

“Yes, with milk in it. Without milk we call it
‘black’.”

When they had finished, Liz’s mother asked for the
bill. |

Their waitress smiled again. “We say ‘check’. A
a dollar bill, a ten dollar bill.”

“Do you enjoy being a waitress?” Liz's mother asked,

bill, well, it’s money

leaving a dollar note on the table.

“Sure, I love it! I'm at college, and I wait table to
earn enough money to stay there. It's been a pleasure
knowing you. Have a nice tripl”
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11. contented /ken'tentid/ adj. happy

12, “Oh, my!” - Oh, my God!

13. overcasy = = L B GEREHEE

| FL—

14. overhard . BRL B EARRT
)

15. sunny—side up EHEA L (RAl—
H,BEF L)

16. hash browns ERLas

17. chop up : | . cut into small pie~

' ‘ ces
Exercise

Multiple Chozce
1. Just before she went to the USA, Liz had probably
received..-in her own country.

. a master’s degree

o

a'bachlor’s degree

. a doctor’s degree

o

a.

an associate degree
2. Liz arrived at Alex’s home-»+
~a. by both car ard train.
~ b. by both air and sea.
c. by both plane and car.
d. none of the above.
3. When Mrs Van Dyke says; “An Englishman’s
home is his castle!”, she means---
a. British people like to be more sociable.

-




. British people are more private.

. British people like to build their homes into

castles.

. Every Englishman is wea.ltﬁy enough to build

his castle.

4. The reason why Alex laughed after he had heard
what Liz said is that-.-

a.

b.
c,

d.

he thought the British girl was afraid of her
baggage.

the British girl looked so funny.

the words she used seemed funny to him.

the British girl told him = funny story.

5. Liz looked worried when Mary Van Dyke left the

room, because---

a.
b.
c.
d.

she didn’t know where the toilet was.
she found Mrs Van Dyke didn’t like her.
the room she was going to live was terrible.

she found Alex was ready to attack her.

6. Alex thinks:---

3.
l?.

British English will disappear ten years later.
British English and American English will

never become two seperate languages.

. all'the British will speak British English with

American accent.

. American English is superior to British Eng-

lish.

7. The efficient and friendly girl they met at a coffee
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10.

a.
b.
C.

d. |
. Judging by..-, the waitress immediately realized

shop is:-.

a British waitress.

an American college student.
the wife of the boss.

one of the Liz's close friends.

Liz and her mother were English.

a.

b
c.
d

)
their accents

. their clothing

their appearance

their behaviour

. When they had breakfast at a nearby coffee shop,

Liz's mother ordered---

a.

b
c.
d

eggs, potatoes and coffee.

. a fried egg, hash browns and black coffee.

sunny-side up and black coffee.

. sunny-side up, hash browns and coffee with

milk in it.

The waitress looked surpriscd because--

a.

she didn’t know English.

b. she wondered what white coffee meant.

C.

her customers askid a silly question.

d. she had never seen white coffee hefore.

e et e



2. A Request For Reference

56 Acol Road

London N. W. 6.

September 15, 1989
Dear Mr Taylor,

I am applying to the Dalaba Tourist Company for a
job and I have been asked to give the names of two
peopie who are willing to act as my referees.

I hope you don’t mind if I use yours as one of them.

I first heard of the job through a friend of a friend
of mine who has been working for the company for three
years, and he told me that with my language qualifica-
tions I would be well-suited for the job. If I get the job,
it will give me a wonderful chance to travel all over
Europe, as in the summer months from May to Septem-
ber, I shall be acting as a guide to large groups of Ameri-
can tourists. During the winter months, I shall spend a
lot of the time in America, where I shall help toor-
ganize tours for the following season, but if I'm lucky
they may give me one of their American tours todo then.
However Derek, the man who introduced me to the job,
only got to Africa after two years’ work with the

company, so I mus* not allow my optimism to carry me
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away!

I haven’t been in a hurry to find a job. After I'd
finished my exams I came back home, and I was glad to
have a rest after such hard work. As you probably know,
I got very good marks for my exams, and I must thank
you for all the help you gave me, because I'm sure 1
would not have passed the exams if you hadn’t taught
me so well. Now that there’s the possibility of this job,
I've decided to teach myself Italian, for it will be a
useful addition to my German and French, and it will
not be too difficult to learn, and besides it will help to
pass the time while I’'m waiting to hear from the com-
pany. |

‘T hope that you'’ve had a good summer holiday and
that you will have as much success with this year’s
pupils as with last year’s. |

Yours sincerely,
Michael Olifford.

I
56 Acol Road
London N, W. 6.
- September 15, 1989
Dear Mr Taylor, —~ .
-7 The Dalaba Tourist Company, to whom I am -apply-
ing for a job, has asked to give the names of two people

who.are willing to provide me with references. .-, .
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