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Childhood and School Days

“Charles]! Come here this minute]? Let me see what
you're bringing into the house this time}”

Charles Darwin, a slender, fair-haired boy of ten,?
moved slowly towards his sister, Caroline,* who was nine
years older than he. Their mother had died two years be--
fore, and Caroline had become the family’s “little mother”,

Dr. Robert Darwin,® their father, was a very successful
physician. He and his children—two boys, Erasmus® and
Charles, and three girls, Caroline, Susan,” and Catherine®*—
lived in & large, comfortable red-brick house in Shrews—
bury,® a small town in England. Caroline was a very good
housekeeper, and she carried a heavy burden for a teen—
age girl.

«Show me what you have in your pockets,” Caroline
demanded.

Charles hesitated for a long moment, then pulled out

1. Charles [ffa:1z]: #/Rri7 (RFEH), 2. Come here this minute!
k! 3. a slender, fair-haired boy of ten: A -+HIMENILEREBE .
4. Caroline ['keeralain]: = F#k. 5. Robert Darwin ['robat 'da:win]: %
18%E - IRIRL, 6. Erasmus [i'reezmos]: B, 7. Susan ['su:-
znl: %, 8. Catherine ['keeBorin} . #NZEHK, 9. Shrewsbury ['fru:z—
bori]: FEZHE (EBRLEPHED).



:a smait {rog, iwo beetles, some odd pebbles, and a butterfly.

“How can | keep this house clean when you are alWé,ys
messing it up with creatures?®” Caroline said with a sigh.!

Charles hung his head and looked so sad that Caroline
could not bear to ask him to give up his treasures.? He
took them to his room and added them to his growing
~collection.

Charles Darwin was born in Shrewsbury, England, on
February 12, 1809 (the same day that Abraham Lincoln®
was born in Kentucky*). He attended the Shrewsbury Gram-
~mar School,® a very old and highly respected private school

8 believed in

for boys. Its headmaster, Dr. Samuel Butler,
teaching large amounts of Latin and Greek, which the
students had to memorize. Charles hated Latin and Greek,
He could not keep his mind on his studies. He was happy
-only when he was outdoors on long walks, looking for
strange bugs and other forms of natural life. He also enjoyed
riding horseback and going bird-shooting as often as possible.

Charles’ father was a kind man at heart but, like

most fathers of that time, he was very strict with? his

1. How can I keep...with a sigh. “YRE FLezhYpRiNE FHH8E L/\8 . 7&
ELRER FRETHE? RFHEHE, 2. Charles hung his head...his
treasures. T/RETME T Tk, BEIEAG L, UBERDHAZLEMER AL
£n,. 3. Abraham Lincoln['eibrahsem ‘'ligkon]: iR F - #kiy (1809—
1865) , RE B+ ML E 2 (1861—65) R EFE LR ST, JHMBUERES>,
WEETREST 186548 4 5 14 RatBE%. 4. Kentucky [ken'taki]: By
(CEEMNA) . 5. Grammar School: (G T 7N LLFI TIBE N E R H
= sl 6. Samuel Butler ['seemjual 'batle]: EZ/x - BE&¥. T.to

“be strict with: 3¢ F’z%.
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children. He demanded that they obey him at all times.
Nothing could be done without his permission. Doctor
Darwin was a very large man, over six feet tall, and
weighed more than three hundred pounds. He often scolded
his son for his easygoing ways.! As he stood towering over
Charles, he seemed like a huge ogre.? Once, when his father
was especially annoyed with him, the doctor said: “You
care for nothing but shooting, dogs, and rat-catching.®
You will be a disgrace to yourself and your family}”

Charles was about eleven years old at that time; and
it made him very unhappy that he could not” please his.
father. He promised to try harder.

Gtill Charles was often glad to get away from* the-
severe discipline of his father and the well-meant scoldings
of his sister, Caroline. Happily, he could go to wvisit his.
uncle Josiah Wedgwood,® who was the owner of the famous.
Wedgwood pottery factory. Uncle Josiah and his gay family
of eight children lived on a large estate called Maer,® about
twenty miles from Shrewsbury. Charles would ride there:-
on horseback for weekends or vacations. His pretty cousin
Emma’ Wedgwood, who was about Charles’ age, planned

many lively parties, picnics, boatrides and horseback rides..

1. easygoing ways: MiltfER. 2. As he stood...a huge ogre. i K#Y
AFREERFENNER—MERNIKKE. towering ['tausrip] a. FH&A.
3. You care for nothing but...rat-catching. {RE:TITS, Stf. RERZIM
L WALy, but: prep.Bg- - P4k, 4. to get away from: pkgE, 5. Josiah
Wedgwood [dgou'saio twedgwud]: 575G M - HHFMHE, 6. Maer [med]:-
¥R (EE4)., 7. Emma ['emd]: BHE (X F8).




‘Uncle Josiah was very fond of Charles and gave him
the warmth and understanding which was missing at

: Shrewsbury.

- 4 o



Charles Goes to College

When Charles was sixteen years old, his father sat hinr
down and had a talk with him. The doctor told Charles:
“Even though I am a rich man, I do not intend to support
you in a life of leisure.! I want you to go to Edinburgh®
and study to become a doctor. You can then follow in the
footsteps of® your father and your grandfather.” Dr. Eras-
mus Darwin, Charles’ grandfather, had been a very famous.
physician and naturalist.

As usual, Charles was afraid to talk back to* his
father, but he managed to mumble: “But I never wanted
to be a doctor.” '

“No¢ Then what do you want to beg”

Charles could not answer. Actuallj, he did not want
to be anything in particular.® He knew he loved nature,
but he could not think how to make a life’s work out of
that.® So, as it was the custom then for a son to obey his.

father, he went off to Edinburgh University in Scotland to-

1. a life of leisure: MK MIHIE, 2. Edinburgh ['edinbeare]: & T&
CEERT,. FHLEM. 3. follow in the footsteps of sb.: ek A\ NH
V. 4. talk back to sb.: FIE ATAE: RBEA. 5. Actually, he...in
particular. B3 F L RAEMBEE TS E M. 6. but he conld aot think....
out of that: {HALARRHALE AREBLULIEA B SRILER, :
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study medicine.
What dreary days and weeks and months young Darwin

spent trying to become a doctor}' He could hardly keep .

from falling asleep during the dull lectures. The sight of
blood made him ill. When he watched an operation e

almost fainted.

After two years at Edinburgh, Charles Darwin kuew
te could never be a doctor, much as he would have liked
to please his father.? Dr. Robert Darwin realized that this
dream was hopeless, but now he had another idea: Charles

would become a minister.® At that time, the ministry* was

one of the few jobs considered respectable for a young man

1. What dreary days...to become a doctor! fFERBEJERTATEY B
TS/ MRS E A 2. much as...to please his father: /2%
R A R E ¥4, much as...: BRB-o, 3. minister: ¥0F, #L.
4. ministry: $mHIERGL,
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from a good family.

Once more, Charles was not happy about his father's
choice. But again he obeyed him.

In January 1828, Charles Darwin entered Cambridge
University! in England to study for the ministry. As he
had suspected, he found that he had no more interest in
becoming a clergyman than in becoming a doctor. During
his free time, he became an avid collector of all kinds of
beetles. He even had his college friends collecting specimens:
for him.? Charles became an expert in noticing even the
tiniest difference between various types of beetles, This.
talent was very important in h‘i.s later work.

The most important part of Charles’ life at Cambridge:
was the friendship he developed with John Stevens Henslow,*
a brilliant young Botany teacher. Henslow had some new
ideas about science and especially about geology, the study
of how the earth’s crust is formed. He took his students
on field trips and then invited them to his home to talk
over* what they had seen.

At that time most people, including scientists, believed
that the earth was only a few thousand years old. It was
thought that every so often a great earthquake or flood
would take place® and then the whole surface of the earth

1. Cambridge University: $]#fk%¥. 2. He even had his college friends.
collecting specimens for him. fb3t ELZBRBIAAZ 110 bR, 3. John
Stevens Henslow: ['&on 'sti:vnz thenzlou]: 24y - AR - TP, 4. to-
talk over: it ;B i, 5. It was thought...would take place: Af1IANER:

~— Y (RS k HE— i KL BBk KoKk . every so often: B} #, REf,
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would suddenly change. At such times mountains might pop
ap from the seas; islands might appear overnight, or disap~—
pear just as quickly.

But a young geologist named Charles Lyell! had dii-
ferent ideas. He wrote a book about them called Principles
of Geolagy.® The earth, according to Lyell,® was not
merely thousands of years old, it was millions of years
old. As to the common belief that changes in the earth’s
surface happen suddenly, due to a single earthquake or
flood, he said that this might happen once in a while* but
usually these changes took place very slowly. He believed
-that the surface of the earth had been changing from the
‘beginning of time. The chauges, he said, were caused by
the longtime action of the winds and seas, and by forces
such as volcanos erupting beneath the earth’s surface. Once
in a great while, he thought, a mountain might become
visible for the first time after an earthquake. But usually
mountains would rise slowly and steadily.

Professor Henslow was interested in Lyell’'s ideas but
‘e did not actually believe them. Charles Darwin could not
make up his mind about them.® But they set him thinking
along lines which would later change the beliefs of thought—

i

1. Charles Lyell ['laial]l: #/RET - /R (1TI97—1875), HEHRFEX.
2. Principles of Geology: <R E»(#4). 3. according to Lyell- #
PRRELREWE). 4. As to the common belief...once in a while: %
F—-BANNH K ER KRS EABRETERT LT, XA
RER/RE &, once in a while: {75, HEK. 5. could not make up his
mind about them: 3 3E/RBIML &S TREIE AT BEL, ‘
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ful people all over the world.} ,

At Cambridge, Charles studied just enough to pass the
examinations, and received his colleze degree’? in 1831.
During this time, he had become more and more interested
in geology. At the end of the school year, he went to
North Wales® with one of his teachers to examine the rock
{formations and to search for fossils. Fossils are the remains
of ancient living things. They are usually found imbedded
in rocks in the earth’s crust. Fossils may be of animals,?
such as mammals, reptiles, fish, shellfish, insects, birds, or
humans. They may also be of plants, from tiny leaves to
huge trees.

When a living creature dies, it usually decays or is
.eaten by animals. However, if it sinks into a muddy river-
bed or is quickly covered by the blowing sands of a desert
storm, the bones become preserved in the earth. Over many
years the soft inner parts of a bone disappear, leaving the
inside hollow. Water containing minerals seeps into the
‘hollows. Slowly the minerals harden and make the boﬁes
hard and heavy, like stone.

At the time Charles Darwin went to North Wales to
search for fossils, only a few specimens had been found in
various places on earth. But how had they come to be therep

Were the strange fossils related in any way to the animels

1. But they set him...all over the world. {AE/RAMEIE T HMER,

HEFEERN XS FTHEX ST TLHRETEFHOANMGE. 2. college de-
gree: KR, 3. North Wales ['weilz]: JtE/R1. 4. Fossils may

be of animals: (G TJHEREIHAVILA. of animals FIEMRET besils,
| e J .



or plants which exist on earth in modern times?® No one
could give any scientific answers to these questions.

The idea that animals and plants have existed on earth
for millions of years and have been slowly changing their
forms had been mentioned by Aristotle,?2 the Greek philos—
opher, as far back as 350 B.C.® This slow process of change
which makes animals better suited to survive in their environ—
ment is known as evolution. o

Through the years a few scholars had thought about
this idea, but no one could offer any evidence to show that
evolution actually does take place.* Charles’ grandfather,
Dr. Erasmus Darwin, had written a book called Zoonomia,®
in which he expressed thoughts about evolution. But he, like
the others, could offer no scientific support® for his ideas.

Almost everyone, in Darwin’s time, believed wholly in.
the Biblical story of creation.” Had not -God created all
the animals and plants of the earth at one time? Anyone
who thought otherwise was looked upon as an enemy of
the church,

1. Were thetrange‘ossils...in modern times? X HFHALE SHMIEK
hEAEFND, MHRARAHAXRE? 2. Aristotle ['eeristotl]: WH L
S (AT SU——322) , I AML R HER, UNRE LAY, 3. 8s
far back as 350 B. C.: m7E2ATEaT 350 48, 4. does take place: BSL KA.
does EBHER . 5. Zoonomia: [,zous'nomia] chiptEEY, 6. scien~
tific support: F|2285i83F. 7. the Biblical story of creation: X F i
{8y, Biblical ['biblikal]: Z4887.
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Exciting News Arrives

Charles shortened his trip in North Wales in order to
return home for the opening! of the partridge-shooting
season. He could not miss that for anything)

But when he arrived home at Shrewsbury, a letter
awaited him from his friend and teacher, Professor John
Stevens Henslow. The letter told Charles that Henslow had
been offered the position of naturalist on a government
%axpedition sailing on the H.M.S.? Beagle.® But he was

. unable to accept the post himself. He went on to say:

*' 1 have stated that 1 consider you to be the best
* #%  qualified person that I know of... amply qualified
¥ for collecting, observing, and noting anything

—

worthy to be noted... 1 think you are the very
man they are in search of.*
Charles could hardly believe it was true} Here he was
a young man, twenty-two years old, with no experience

as a naturalist, True, he loved living things. But could he

1. opening: FFi&, ¥, 2. the HM.S.: #EEHEF WA (EHis (Her)
Majesty’s Ship MI#E5). 3. Beagle ['bi:gl]: II#&/RS (B4). 4. 1
‘think you...in search of. FHIAN{RERMATBEILAIA, very BIEARE, HXA
S E AR man, in search of: F4R,F K.
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really do what was expected of him?' And yet, Professor
Henslow had said, “I think you are the very man}?

Charles found out that the Beagle would be sailing
under Captain Robert Fitzroy,2 who had been second in
command® on an earlier trip around the world on the same
ship. The main object of this voyage was to make new
maps of coastlines and to take soundings of the depths of
the seas.* The ship would sail across the Atlantic to the
east coast of South America, then around Cape Horn® and
up the west coast of South America. It would then cross
to the islands of the South Pacific aad to Australia and
return by sailing through the Indian Ocean and around the
Cape of Good Hope® to the Atlantic Ocean. Finally it
would return to England. The journey was planned to take
at least two years. ‘

There would be no pay for the naturalist’s job. The
man chosen would have to pay for his own food and !
other expenses. His job would be to gather specimens of
animals and plants which he found in the areas visited.

The thought of traveling to many strange places was
most exciting to Charles Darwin. He would have accepted

at once.” But whet would his father sayp He soon found

1. But could he .him? R, AEEREMBAMNMAFYIMOG? 2.
under Captain Robert Fitzroy ['robat fits'roi]: 7EF 5 - EXRFFEHEKR
T, 3. second in command: EliEE. 4. to take soundings of the
depths of the seas: MB¥EALEEE., 5. Cape Horn: ['keip 'hon] &R A (Y
FIggHg). 6. the Cape of Good Hope: $#3/ (FEHIEE ). 7.He would.
have accepted at once. AL FH:2 (A would FoREHRD .
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