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A Ride a Bucking Bronco
My friend Jerry had told me a lot about

bronco riding. But I had never seen him on

a bronco. Then one day he said, “I’'m going

to ride tomorrow, Linda. Do you want to

come to the show?”’
“Yes,” I said. ‘I want to see what it’s like.”’

o



Jerry met me before the show began.
“YWish me luck, Linda,” he said.

“But why?”’ I asked. “I know you’re a
good rider.”’

“I'll tell you why,” he said. “I'm riding -
Wild Lady. That bronco is a wild one, all
right. And she is mean. All the cowboys are
afraid of her. She really bucks. You should
see her jump and kick and spin. And I have
to stay on her for eight seconds. That's one
of the rules, you know.”

Eight seconds may seem like a very short
time. But it’s a long time to stay on a bucking
bronco. All of a sudden I was afraid for Jerry.
But all I said was, ‘‘Good luck, Jerry.”

I found my seat and looked around. I saw
Jerry down at his chute, getting ready. He
would be the third rider. I would watch the
others. But I would be thinking of Jerry.

The first bronco came out of his chute.
The rider looked good. His spurs were in the
right place. That is one of the rules of bronco
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riding. When the rider leaves the chute, he
has to have his feet high on the side of the
horse. The cowboy was holding on with
only one hand. That is another rule of
bronco riding.

The cowboy looked good—but not for long.
The horse jumped. And off went the rider!

The next cowboy stayed on his horse all
right. He was hanging on with only one hand.
But once, just once, his other hand brushed
against the horse. The cowboy had broken a
rule. His ride didn’t count.

Now it was Jerry’'s turn. And Jerry would
be riding Wild Lady! I watched Jerry in
the chute.

Jerry dropped down on the horse’s back.
He was ready to go. “Outside!”’ he called.

The gate of the chute opened. And then—
nothing. Wild Lady didn’t move. What was
the matter? I held my breath.

Suddenly Wild Lady leaped out like a
tiger. She jumped-—with all four feet off the



ground. She was quick. Still I could see
Jerry’s spurs. He had them in the right place.
Again Wild Lady jumped, kicking and
turning. Then she began a bucking spin.
Now I knew why all the
cowboys were afraid of her.
Around and around she
went. Again and again
she dug her front
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legs into the ground and kicked up behind.
Jerry’s neck snapped back each time the
horse bucked.

Now Wild Lady was spinning fast—so
fast that Jerry looked like part of her. Once
I saw Jerry bounce up high, off to one side.
“That’s it!”’ I thought. But no! He was still
riding.

I was trying to count off the seconds with
my fingers. But I lost track. I dug my nails
into my hands until it hurt. Wild Lady
jumped higher and higher.

Again the horse threw Jerry in the air.
The people around me stood up. I couldn’t
see what was happening. But I heard.
Thump! That was Jerry landmg on the
horse’s back.

Everybody cheered. And they were still
cheering when the whistle blew. It was all
over. Jerry had stayed on that wild horse for
eight long seconds. '

Now I had seen Jerry ride. I don’t know
how he felt while he was on that bronco.
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But I know how I felt watching him. That
eight seconds was a long time for ]Jerry.
It was a long time for me too!

I. TAKE TIME TO TALK

1. How long is eight seconds? Use a watch or clock
to find out. Why was eight seconds a long time
for Jerry? For Linda?

2. Would you like to be a bronco rider? Tell why
you think as you do.

Il. BRONCO RIDING—SHOW WHAT YOU KNOW

Put a v before each of the things the story tells
about bronco riding. You will need six /’s.

....1. The riders wear spurs.

....2. The cowboys ride one at a time.

....3. The rider gets on the bronco inside the chute.
....4. The bronco must jump over the gate.

....5. When the rider leaves the chute, his feet must
be high up on the horse.

....6. The rider can hold on to the bronco with
only one hand.

....7. The bronco must buck three times.
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....8. The rider has to stay on the bronco for eight
seconds.

....9. The rider blows a whistle when he needs help.

Best Score: 6 My Score: . ...

Il. REMEMBER LINDA AND JERRY'S STORY

Underline the right ending for each sentence.

1. Linda came to the show to
watch Jerry ride.
learn how to ride a bronco.
2. Jerry wanted Linda to wish him luck because
he had never been on a bronco before.
he was going to ride Wild Lady.
3. Jerry had to ride a horse that
he had never heard about.
all the cowboys were afraid of.
4. Linda probably learned the rules of bronco riding
from
talking with Jerry.
reading the newspaper the next day.
Best Score: 4 My Score: . ...

All Best Scores: 10 All My Scores: . ...

Based on Ride for the Money! by M¢ 1a McMillan Hailey
The Reader’s Digest, August '69
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SI_OW/DUWN-RADAR

Key Words:
radar, siren,
speed, reason,

check, instrument,

wave length

W hir-r-r! W hir-r-r! W hir-r-r! ‘A police
siren! And a flashing red light! The police car
was after me! . ,

I pulled my station wagon over to the side
of the road. The police car stopped too. And
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I got my first ticket—for speeding.

“You were going 62 miles an hour,”’ the
policeman said.

“I didn’t think I was going that fast,”
I answered.

“But you were,”’ the policeman said. “I
didn’t check you. Radar did.”

“Radar to check speeding?”’ 1 asked.
“How does it work?”’

“I'll show you, if you have time,” the
policeman said.

2

I followed the policeman back down the
road to another car. “The radar instruments
are set up here,” he said. ‘“‘Officer Scott
is the radar man.”

Officer Scott pointed to an instrument.
“This instrument is aimed at cars coming
this way. It sends out radio waves. When
the radio waves hit a car, they bounce back
to the instrument. But they bounce back at
a different wave length. The wave length is
shorter. The faster the car is moving, the



--Police car A

_Speeding car C

S

iRy
Police car B’ / Radar waves ’ ~Radar waves
with radar set’ to car (black) from car (red)

shorter the wave length.”

Then Officer Scott showed me a second
instrument. ‘“This does the arithmetic,” he
said. “It shows how fast a car is moving.
It showed 62 when the radar checked you.
I called the police car parked up the road. I
said that the station wagon was doing 62.”
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