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Circus Girl

Key Words: job, excited, circus lot,
everyone, owned, parade, lifted

Kitty was going to be a circus:girl. It
was her first day on her new job. How
excited she was!

She looked all around the circus Ilot.
Everyone was at work. Boys were washing
the elephants.' A man was feeding the lions.
Men were training dogs to do tricks. Girls

were jumping on and off horses.




Kitty was a little afraid. What was her
job going to be?

At last she saw Mr. North. He owned the
circus. “What am I to do in your circus?”’
Kitty asked.

“First you must learn to ride in the
parade,” Mr. North said. ‘“Everyone here is
in the big parade.”

Then he said to a man standing near,
“Bob, show Kitty how to ride an elephant.”

“All right,” Bob said. ‘“‘Come with me.”

Bob took Kitty over to a big elephant.
“T'his is Jo-Jo,” he said. ‘“You can ride her.”

Kitty looked at Jo-Jo. “How big she is!”
Kitty thought.

“You will not fall off,”” said Bob. “Jo-Jo
has a big head.”

Jo-Jo put her head down. Kitty sat on it.
Then Jo-Jo lifted her head. Kitty fell off!

‘““That was a good try for the first time,”
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said Bob. ‘“Now, you will have to try again.”

Kitty tried again. The elephant put her
head down. Kitty sat on it. The elephant put
her head up. Again Kitty fell off!

Bob laughed. ‘Do you need an elephant
with a bigger head?”’ he asked.

“No,” said Kitty. “This time I will not
fall off.”

So Kitty tried once more. She sat on
Jo-Jo’s head. Jo-Jo lifted her head. And this
time Kitty stayed on!

“How high up I am!”’ she called down
to Bob. ‘I like it up here.”

“You look like a real circus girl,”’ said
Bob. He made Jo-Jo put her head down.
Kitty got off.

“Is that all I have to do?”’ asked Kitty.

“Oh, no,” Bob answered. ‘“You have to
ride an elephant. Today, all you have done is

sit on Jo-Jo's head. You must learn to stay



on while Jo-Jo walks. In the circus, you do

things over and over till you do them well.”
“What else will T learn to do?”’ asked
Kitty.

‘““Tomorrow you begin learning to ride a

horse,”” said Bob. ‘“Soon you will ride
standing up!” |

“I am glad I started with Jo-Jo,” said
Kitty. “Now I am not afraid to rlde anythmg' |
And I love horses.”

“It’s hard work to be a circus girl,”’ said
Bob, smiling.

Kitty answered, “Yes, but it's fun!”




TALK THIS OVER
1. Why was Kitty glad she started with Jo-Jo?
2. Why did Kitty like the hard work?

KITTY'S FIRST DAY
What did Kitty learn? Put a / before your answer.
On her first day, Kitty learned‘ to -
. ... ride a horse. 7 |
....sit on an elepharit’s head. /

. .« xide standing up.

Best Score: 1 My Score: . ...
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KITTY LOOKS AROUND

What did Kitty see when she first looked around the
circus lot? Draw a line under each thing she saw. You
will need to draw three lines.

Kitty saw
a big parade.
‘boys washing elephants.
a man feeding lions.
a man rowing a boat.

girls jumping on and off horses.
Best Score: 3 My Score: . ...

KITTY'S NEW JOB

Make sentences. Draw a line from each beginning to
the right ending. One line is drawn for you.

Beginnings Endings

Kitty wants to be to ride Jo-Jo.
Kitty will be \ride a horse.
Kitty will learn a circus girl.
Standing up, she will in the parade.

Best Score: 3 My Score: . ...



