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Unit 1 Introduétion to Research
Papers

A research paper is a form of written academic communica-
tion which can be employed to disseminate useful informa-
tion and to share academic ideas with others. Most of the
research papers are written for publication in journals or
conference proceedings in one’s field. Publication is one of
the fastest ways for propagating ideas and for professional
recognition and advancement. If you have a clear idea about
the features and styles of academic articles, it will be easier
for you to successfully get your paper published in the target

journal or accepted by an international conference.

Features of Academic Papers The first of the features of an
ecademic paper is the content. It is no more and no less than
an objective and accurate account of a piece of research you .
did, either in the humanities., social sciences, natural sci-

ences or applied sciences. It should not be designed to teach
e 3




or to provide general background.

The second feature is the style of writing for this pur-
pose. Your paper should contain three ingredients; precise
logical structure, clear and concise language, and the specif-
ic style demanded by the journal to which it will be submit-
ted. From the instructions on manuscripts in the “Ap-
pendixes A to E” you may get a brief idea of different styles
required by different journals.

The third, which is indeed a part of the second, is the
system of documenting the sources used in writing the arti-
cle. At every step in the process of writing, you must take
into account the ideas, facts, and opinions you have gained
from sources you have consulted. In this book, Unit 6 of
Part I shows how to document sources.

One of the most convenient features of academic articles
is that they are divided into clearly delineated sections. This
is helpful because you only have to concentrate on one sec-
tion at a time. You can thus visualize more or less complete-
ly the whole paper while you are working on any part of it.
Though papers of the humanities and social sciences do not
always have the clearly divided sections, they share some of

the common requirements with the scientific papers.

Divisions aof Academic Papers For the average scientific pa-
per the following suggested outline of the divisions of a pa-
per is normally acceptable to, and demanded by, the editors

of journals or compilers of conference proceedings :

L )




1. Title of the Paper
(Subtitle if necessary)
2. Bylines
(1) Name(s) of author(s)
(2) Affiliation(s) of author(s): present and/or per-
manent address
3. Abstract
(1) The purpose and scope of the paper
(2) The method of study or experiment
(3) A very brief summary of the results, conclu-
sions, and/or recommendations
4. Introduction
(1) A statement of the exact nature of the problem
(2) The background of previous work on this prob-
lem done either by the author or others of dif-
ferent approaches
(3) The purpose of this paper
(4) The method by which the problem will be at-
tacked
(5) The primary findings, conclusions and signifi-
cance of this work
(6) A statement of the organization of the material
in the paper
S. Body of the Paper
The organization of this maimw part of the paper
is left to the discretion of the author. The informa-

tion should be. presented in some logical sequence,
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the major points emphasized with suitable illustra-
tions, and the less important ideas subordinated in
some appropriate way. This portion of the paper
should be styled for the specialist and should not be
designed to teach or to provide background for the

general reader.

Conclusion ‘

(1) Summary and evaluation of the results

(2) Significance and advantages over previous work
(3) Gaps and limitations in the work

(4) Directions for future work and applications
Acknowledgments

References

‘Note that all scientific papers are not required to have

each of the sections in the above mentioned outline. To

guarantee speedy publication, it is very important that you

consult the instructions to authors or look through a recent

issue of the target journal to make sure of the style required

by the specific journal and to comply carefully with the style

requirements,
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