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made this great war!” (T‘é%@%jﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘), M 2 E “Some
books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few
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also, in the end, are burned.” %, XEHENEHEEN LS
g, (AR AT R

Sla, RER T, Bl T AR T X FmE S U RE R
AR S IE RN SCF B9 S1 5, A R W R X T A
RABE A . W(CSFEE Al 9 E ™47 (198:1), FF 8 ORAE 8
®(201:2), FF, AL —H, WAy WE, M2 E, i 7K
B ot EEGESMH, AXE, FARFRT AT 185:5 FFEY
WA AR, 2 X ANTE RTHE 4], EE BT ERT .

A little learning is a dang’rous thing;

Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring:

There shallow draughts intoxicate the brain,

And drinking largely sobers us again.
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PUBLISHER'S FOREWORD

WHEN The Oxford Dictionary of Quotations first appeared in the difficult
days of 1941, it was immediately taken to the hearts of the English-speaking
world and it has remained a standard work of reference. From the second
edition of 1953 was drawn The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Quotations in
1964, "to meet the demand for a shorter dictionary containing such quota-
tions as might be used daily by the man in the street’. The parent volume
appeared in its third edition in 1979; this new edition of the Concise O.D. Q.
is based on that, and the principles of selection are broadly similar.

Items from the first edition have been retained only if they continue to be
widely familiar, and the consequent excisions have made room not only for
quotations first uttered or written in the last twenty years but also for gems
from earlier authors which have gained currency in that time. Even greater
strictness has been exercised in removing proverbs (which are com-
prehensively dealt with in the Oxford Dictionary of English Proverbs);
nursery rhymes, exhaustively collected by Peter and Iona Opie in the
Oxford Dictionary of Nursery Rhymes, have been ousted; no attempt has
been made to represent the multiplicity of catch-phrases from radio, films,
and television, as much because of the impossibility of rational selection as
of the obscurity of their true authorship; and, regretfully, phrases from
popular songs from music-hall to the age of rock have been set aside where
it was considered that these are recalled only with their tunes in mind.

The book owes its form and its very existence to the distinguished line of
compilers and advisers who laboured on its predecessors, from Bernard
Darwin, editor of the first edition of the O.D.Q_, to the intrepid team listed
by name 1n its third edition. Mention should also be made of the numerous
members of the public who have over the years showered the publishers
with comments, suggestions. and advice; they have made a significant and
welcome contribution.

B. i. PALMER
March, 1981 ‘



HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY

THE arrangement 1s alphabetical by the names of authors; their surnames
mostly, but sometimes their titles, and monarchs by their tmperial or royal
titles. In general the best-known names are given, and usually in the form
most used. Sections such as the Anonymous one, Ballads, the Bible, the
Mass in Latin, etc., are included in the alphabetical order.

Under each author, quotations are arranged by the alphabetical order of
the titles of the works trcm which they come: books, plays, poems. These
are printed in bold italic type. Titles of pieces (e.g., articles, essays, short
stories) that constitute part of a published volume are in boid roman (the
volume title having been given in bold italic). Quotations from diaries,
letters. speeches, etc., however, are given in chronological order, and
normally follow the literary works quoted. Poetry quotations precede prose
ones for poets; and vice versa for writers most of whose work was in prose.
Quotations cited from biographies or other writers’ works are kept to the
end under each author; sources are then given conventionally with titles of
books or plays in italic {not boid) type. Books of the Bible are presented in
canonical order, not alphabetic lly.

Numerical source references a.e given for the first line of each quotation,
by, e.g., act, scene, and, if appropriate, line number; by chapter or by page
or section or verse number. Each quotation without a full source given
depends from its immediate predecessor. If no source reference is given at
all, the quotation is from the same poem or chapter or whatever as the last
preceding named or numbered one.

A date in brackets is of the first performance or publication of the work
cited.

Italic has been used for all quotations in foreign languages and Latin.
Throughout, spelling and capitalization have been modernized, except in
English writers of the Middle Ages.

Running headlines give the names of the first and last authors starting a
section on each page (not usually of the author of the first quotation on a

page).
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Quotations

ACCIUS 170 ¢.90 B.C.

Oderint, dum metuant.
Let them hate, so long as they fear.
Atreus. Seneca, De Ira, 1,20, 4

DEAN ACHESON 1893.197|

Great Britain has lost an Empire and has
not yet found a role.

Speech at the Military Academy, West Point, 5
Dec. 1962

LORD ACTON 1834-1902

Power - tends to corrupt and absolute
power corrupts absolutely.

Letter to Bishop Mandell Creighion, 3 Apr.
i887. Sec Life and letiers of Mandell Creighton
(1904),1.372. See 1837

HENRY ADAMS 1838-1918

A friend in power is a friend lost.
The Education of Henry Adams, ch.7

SAMUEL ADAMS 1722-1803

A nation of shop-keepers are very seldom
so disinterested.

Oration said 1o have been delivered at Philadel-
phia, 1 Aug. 1776.See 174:12, 242:1

SARAHF. ADAMS 1805-1848

Nearer, my God, to thee,
Nearer to thee!
Nearer My God to Thee

JOSEPH ADDISON 1672-1719

"Tis not in mortals to command success,

But we'll do more, Sempronius; we'll de-
'serve it,

Cato, 1.ii.43

What pity is it
That we can die but once to serve our
country!
IV.iv 81

10
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Eternity! thou pleasing, dreadful thought!
V.ilo

Thus 1 tive in the world rather as a specta-
tor of mankind than as one of the species.

The Spectator, |

In all thy humours, whether grave or mel-
low,

Thou'rt such a touchy, testy, pleasant fel-
low;

Hast so much wit, and mirth. and spleen
about thee,

There is no living with thee, nor without
thee.

68 Sec 1618

I have often thought, says Sir Roger, 1t
happens very well that Christmas should
fali out in the Middle of Winter.

269

1 value my garden more for being full of
blackbirds than of cherries, and very
frankly give them fruit for their songs.

477

If we may believe our logicians, man is
distinguished from all other creatures by
the faculty of laughter.

494

‘We are always doing’, says he, ‘something
for Postenty, but | would fain see Posterity
do something for us.’

583 ‘

AESCHYLUS 525/4-456 ».C.

OROL, TETANYROL KUlPiay TARYIY €ow.
Oh me, I have been struck a mortal blow

-right inside.

Agamemaon, 1343

TWOVTUWY T€ KUPGTWV avmp8uov yeA-
aapa. L
Innumerabile twinkling of the waves of the
sea.

Promethens Bound, 89

AGATHON 4467-c.401 b.C.

Even God cannot change the past.
Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, V1.2.1139b



ALCUIN

ALCUIN ¢.735-804

Nec audiendi qui solent dicere, Vox popuii,
vox Dei, quum tumultuositas vulgi semper
insaniae proxima sit.

And those people should not be listened to
who keep saying the voice of the people is
the voice of God. since the riotousness of
the crowd is always very close to madness.

Letter to Charlemagne, A.D.800. Works,
Epist. 127

DEAN ALDRICH 1647-1710

If all be true that [ do think,

There are five reasons we should dnnk;
Good wine— a fnend —or being dry —
Or lest we should be by and by -

Or any other reason why.

Reasors for Drinking

MRS. ALEXANDER 1818-1895

All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and smali,

All things wise and wonderful,
The Lord God made them all.

All Things Bright and Beautiful (1848)

The rich man in his castle,
The poor man at his gate,
God made them, high or lowly,
And order’d their estate.

ALFONSO THE WISE, KING OF CAS-
TILE 1221-1284

Had I been present at the Creation, 1
would have given some useful hints for the
better ordering of the universe.

Said after studying the Prolemaic system. Atir,

ABBE D’ALLAINVAL 1700-1753

L 'embarras des richesses.

The more alternatives, the more difficult
the choice.

Title of comedy, 1726

WILLIAM ALLINGHAM 1828-1889

Up the airy mountain,
Down the rushy glen,
We daren’t go a-hunting,
For fear of little men.

The Fairies

ST. AMBROSE c.339-397

8 Si fueris Romae, Romano vivito more;
Si fueris alibi, vivito sicut ibi.
If you are at Rome live in the Roman style;
if you are clsewhere live as they live

9

10

"

12

13

14

15

16

17

elsewhere.
Jeremy Taylor, Ductor Dubitantium, 1.1.5. Usual-
ly quoted as ‘When in Rome, do as the Romans
do.’

FISHER AMES 1758 1808

A monarchy is a merchantman which sails
well, but will sometimes strike on a rock,
and go to the bottom; a republic is a raft
which will never sink, but then your feet
are always in the water.

House of Representatives, { 795

KINGSLEY AMIS 1922-

More will mean worse.
Encounter, July 1960

BISHOP LANCELOT ANDREWES
15551626

It was no summer progress. A cold com-
ing they had of n, at this time of the year;
just, the worst time of the year, to take a
journey, and specially a2 long journey, in.
The ways deep, the weather sharp, the
days short, the sun farthest off in solstitio
brumali, the very dead of Winter.

Sermon 15, Of the Nativity (1622)

ANONYMOLUS

ENGLISH

Absence makes the heart grow fonder.
Davison, Poetical Rhapsody, 1602

A Company for carrying on an undertak-
ing of Great Advantage, but no one to
know what it is.

The South Sea Company Prospectus, 1711
Cowles, The Great Swindle (1963), ch.5

Adam
Had ’em.

On the antiquity of Microbes. (Claimed as the
shortest poem.)

A gentleman haranguing on the perfection
of our law, and that it was equally open to
the poor and the rich, was answered by
another, ‘So is the London Tavern'.

Tom Paine’s Jests... (1794), 23, Also attr. to
John Horne Tooke (1736-1812) in W. Hazlitt,
The Spirit of the Age (1825),*"Mr. Home Tooke™.

All human beings are born free and equal
in dignity and rights.

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948),
Article |

All present and correct.

King s Regulations (Army}. Report of the Order-
ly Sergeant to the Officer of the Day
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All this buttoning and unbuttoning.
i8th Century suicide note

Along the electric wire the message came:
He is not better — he is much the same.

Said to be from a poem on the iliness of the
Prince of Wales, afterwards Edward VII, often
attr. 10 Alfred Austin  (1835-1913), Poet
Laureate. Gribble, Romance of the Cambridge
Colleges (1913), p.226

An abomination unto the Lord, but a very
present help in time of trouble. {A lic ]
(Cf. Proverbs 12:22; Psalms 46:1)

Appeal from Philip drunk to Philip sober.

Valerius Maximus, Facta ac Dicta Memorabilia -

(c. A.p. 32),VLii

Are we downhearted? No!
Expression much used by British soldiers in
1914-18, probably based on 66:11

A sympathetic Scot summed it all up very
neatly in the remark, ‘You should make a
point of trying every expenence once, ex-
cepting incest and folk-dancing’.

Sir Amold Bax (1883-1953), Farewell My Youth
(1943), ‘Cecil Sharp’

Be happy while y'er leevin,

For y'er a lang time deid.
%&nish motto for a house. N. & Q. 7 Dec. 1901,

Conduct...to the prejudice of good order
and military discipline.
Army Act, 40
Dear Sir, Your astonishment’s odd:
Iam always about in the Quad.
And that’s why the tree
Will continue to be,
Since observed by Yours faithfuliy, God.
Reply to limerick on idealism. See 147:5

Knowledge: Everyman, 1 will go with thee,
and be thy guide.

In thy most need to go by thy side.

Everyman (c.500),1.522

From ghoulies and ghosues and long-
leggety beasties

And things that go bump in the night,

Good Lord, deliver us!
Cornish

God be in my head,

And in my understanding;
God be in my eyes,

And in my looking;

God be in my mouth,
And in my speaking;

God be in my heart,

And in my thinking;

God be at my end,

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

ANONYMOUS 3

And at my departing.

Sarum Missal

Happy is that city which in time of peace
thinks of war. (Inscription in the armoury
of Venice.)

Burton, Anatomy
memb.6. See 26]:18

Here lies a poor woman who always was
tired,

For she lived in a place where help wasn't
hired.

Her last words on earth were, Dear friends
1 am going

Where washing ain’t done nor. sweeping
nor sewing,

And everything there is exact to my
wishes,

For there they don’t eat and there’s no
washing of dishes. ..

Don’t mourn for me now, don’t mourn for
ne never,

For I'm going to do nothing for ever and
ever.

Epitaph in Bushey churchyard, before 1860, des-

troyed by 1916. Quoted in a letter to the Specta-
ior, 2 Sept. 1922 .

Here's tac us; wha'’s like us?

Gey few, and they're a’ deid.

Scottish Toast, probably of nincteenth-century
origin. The first line appears in Crosland, The
Unspeakable Scot (1902), p.24n. Varous ver-
sions of the second line are current.

of Melancholy, ptii, 3,

Hierusalem, my happy home
When shall I come to thee?
When shall my sorrows have anend,
Thy joys when shall 1 see?
Hierusalem. See Songs of Praise Discussed

‘How different, how very different from
the home life of our own dear Queen!”

Irvin S. Cobb, A Laugh a Day. Comment by a
middlec-aged British matron at a performance of
Cleopatra by Sarah Bernhardt. The story is pro-
bably apocryphal.

I feel no pain dear mother now
But oh,  am so dry!

O take me to a brewery

And leave me there to die,
Parody of 97:12

If God were to take one or other of us, |
should go and live in Parnis.

Reported in S. Butler, Notebooks, ed. G. Keynes
and B. Hill, 1951, p.193

I met wid Napper Tandy, and he took me
by the hand,

And he said, "How's poor ould Ireland,
and how does she stand?”

She’s the most disthressful country that
iver yet was seen,



10

11

ANONYMOUS

For they're hangin® men an” women there
for the weann’ o' the Green.

The Wearin' 0" the Green. (Famous street hallad,

later added 10 by Boucicault )

It is positively dangerous to sit 1o Sargent.
It's taking your tace in your hands.
W Graham Robertson, Time Bas{1931), ch. 21

Like a fine old English gentleman,
All of the olden time.

The Fine Oid English Gentieman. Oxjord Song
Book

Lizzie Borden took an axe

And gave her mother forty whacks:

When she saw what she had done

She gave her father forty-one!

Lizzie Borden was acguitted of murdering her
tather and stepmother on 4 Aug. 1892 in }all
River, Massachuserts

Love me httle. love me long.
Is the burden of my song.
Loveme Little, Love me Loag (1569 70)

Child: Mamma, are Tories born wicked,
or do they grow wicked afterwards?
Mother. They are born wicked. and grow
WOrse.
GWE
<h 10
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John,
The Bed be blest that | lie on

Four angels to my bed,

Four angels round my head.

One to watch, and one to pray,

And two to bear my soul away.
Thomas Ady, A Candle in the Dark (1656)

Miss Buss and Miss Beale

Cupid’s darts do not feel.

How different from us.

Miss Beale and Miss Buss.

Of the Headmistress of the North London Colle-
guate School and the Pnncaipal of the Ladies’
College. Cheltenham. c. 1584

Russell, Collections and Recolfections.

Mutltiplication is vexation,
Division s as bad;

The Rule of three doth puzzie me,
And Practice drives me mad.
Elizabethan MS. dated 1570

My name is George Nathamel Curzon,
[ am a most superior person.
The Masque of Ballio!, composed by and current

among members of Balhol College in the late
IR0’ See 17 11, 2455 6

My face s pink., my hair is sleek.
I dine at Blenheim once a week.
(A later addition )

Now | lay me down to sleep:
| pray the Lord my soul to keep.
I ¥ should die before | wake.

12
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22

I pray the Lord my soul to take.
First printed in a late edition of the New England
Primer, 1781

O Death, where 1s thy sting-a-ling-a-lhing,
O Grave, thy victoree?

The bells of Hell go ting-a-ling-a-ling
For you but not for me.

Song popular in the British Army, 191418

O Ged, if there be a God, save my soul, if
I have a soul'

Praver of a common soldier before the batle of
Blenhein (see N. & Q.. clxxiii.264). Quoted in
Newman’s Apolegia

The noise. my dear' And the people!
Of the retreat from Dunkirk, June 1940. Sec
Rhodes. Sword af Bone (1942), last words.

One Cartwright brought a Slave from
Russia, and would scourge him, for which
he was questioned: and it was resdlved,
That England was too pure an Air for
Slaves to breathe in.

“In the 11th of Elizabeth’ (17 Nov. 1568 16 Nov
1569},  Rushworth,  Historical  Collections
o880 1722}, 11, p 468

Please do not shoot the pianist. He is do-
ing his best

Oscar Wilde, impressions of America. *Leadville

Please to remember the Fifth of Novem-
her.

Gunpowder Treason and Plot.

We know no rcason why gunpowder
treason

Should ever be forgot.

Traditional since | 7th cent

Since wars begin in the minds of men, it 1s
in the minds of men that the defences of
peace must be constructed.

Constitution of the United Nations Educational,
Screntific and Cultural Organisation (1946)

Suimner is icumen in,

Lhude sing cuccu!
Groweth sed. and bloweth med,

And springth the wude nu.
Cuckoo Somg, c. 1250, sung annually at Reading
Abbey gateway. First recorded by John Fornset,
a monk of Reading Abbey

'l"hat this house will 1n no circumstances
fight for its King and country.
Moton passed at the Oxford Union. 9 Feb. 1933

The almighty dollar is the only object of
worship.
Philadelphia Public Ledger. 2 Dec. 1836

The eternal triangie.
Book Review n the Daily Chronicle. 5 Dec. 1907



