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SHORT FORMS USED IN THE BOOK

adj. adjective n. noun

adv. adverb N North

AmE American English num numeral
attrib.  attribute pl. | plural

aux. auxiliary verb prep. preposition
BrE British English pron pronoun

conj. . conjunction S. South

E East sing single

e.g. for ekample sb somebody
esp. especially sth something
etc. et cetera; and so on usu. usually

fml formal V. verb

i.e. that is vi. verb intransitive
infml informal vt. verb transitive
interj. interjection W west



SOME STRIKING

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN RP' & GA?

RP GA EXAMPLES

fa:f o/ after, half, dance, answer, staff,
fast, pass, past, bath, rather

ol fal got, 'dollar, 'obstacle, ‘colonist,
‘colleague, ‘constant, ‘content

Y ra/ love, son, done, young, worry
cut, fun, sun, re'sult, hurry

/at/ fi/ 'missile, 'fragile
3/ civilisation (AmE civilization)
moderni'sation (AmE. modernization})

IWi /hw/ what, when, where, whether, somewhere

do, due, produce, re'duce,
tube, tune, ‘student, en'thusiasm,
as'sume, presume, new. news, knew

fa:/ ‘ar/ car, farmer, dark
/ol /o or, for, more, sort, re'corder, ac'cording
/a3 /ar ! 'certain, 'thermos

hird, sir, firm
fur, 'surface, urgent
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RP GA EXAMPLES

/a/t far/ 'smaller, 'sister, dis'coverer
‘doliar
‘doctor, in'ventor

/i / /ir/ . ear, hear, year, here

fea/ fer/ air, hair, tair, there, dare. care aware

fud s /ur/ poor, tour, 'tourist

/ri/ / eri/ neces.sary, ‘ordinary, 'pri.mary, ‘secon.dary
/ni/ / ouni / 'cere,mony, harmony

1 RP (Received Pronunciation): a form of BrE accent which may be re-
garded as standard and as a model for foreign learners.

2 GA (General American): a form of American pronunciation which may be
taken as a model, comparable with RP in BrE.
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UNIT 1
PART A

S.0.S.!

The environment is everything that surrounds us: plants,
animals, buildings, country, air, water — literally everything
that can affect us in any way. The environment of a town,
with its buildings and traffic and its noise and smells, where
everyone is on top of everyone else, is a far cry from that of
the countryside, with its fields and crops, its wild and
domestic animals and its feeling of spaciousness. And the
environment differs in different parts of the world.

Ecology is the science of how living creatures and
plants exist together and depend on each other and on the
local environment. Where an environment is undisturbed,
the ecology of an area is in balance, but if a creature is ex-
terminated or an alien species introduced, then the ecology
of the district will be upset — in other words, the balance of
nature will be disturbed.

U, ' -



iian i3 a part ¢f the environment and [as Jong meze "o
upset the ecology during his short span on earth tnan any
other living creature. He has done this by his ignorance, his
greed, and his wastefulness.

He has poisoned the atmosphere and polluted both land
and water. He has squandered the earth’s natural resources
with no thought for the future, and he has thought out the
most destructive ways of killing his fellow men — and every
other sort of life at the same time.

Since man has done so much damage, it is up to man to
try to put matters right — if it is not already too late. If
there is to be any remedy for our ills, that remedy ultimately
lies in the hands of the young, and the sooner they start
doing something about it, the better.

One of the main causes of the earth’s troubles is that
the world is overpopulated and that this overpopulation is
growing at an ever-increasing rate. At the same time we are
using up our natural resources — fuels and mineral ores —
at an ever-increasing rate with no hope of replacing them.

For many years the earth has been unable to provide
enough food for these rapidly expanding populations and
the position is steadily deteriorating since the fertility of
some of our richest soils has been lost and vast areas that
were once fertile lands have turned into deserts. And the
trouble with deserts is that they tend to creep cutwards on
to the fertile soils. What is now the northern Sahara Desert’
fed much of the civilised world 2, 500 years ago.



Even at this moment many of the earth’s natural trea-

sures are being destroyed, many valuable animals and plants

are being killed off, and it is becoming increasingly difficult

to

grow enough food to preserve much of the earth’s

population from starvation. The situation is getting out of

hand. Time is running out. But with your help, we may be

able_ to reverse the trends which threaten our very exist-

“ence.

i
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NEW WCRDS

. *environment/in'vaioranmont/n. all the surrounding conditions

which influence growth and development i

Iliterally /'litorali/ adv. exactly  #f15th

*domestic / do'mestik / adj. of the house, home or family % Kz (1,
K55, N

spaciousness /'speifasnis/n. 1" ], 95

*ecology/i: koladzi/n. L&F

*local / laukal / adj. of a place or district b /51, AHBAY

*disturb /dista: b/vt. to b‘reak the quiet, calm, peace, or order of
AL

undisturbed/'andis'ta: bd/adj. not disturbed K 8 # LK, 4 i
1§

*balance/'balsns /n. condition of being steady f-ffij

9. exterminate /eks'to: mineit/v. to kill (all the creatures or people

10.

in a place) fK, bR

4 *alien/’eiljan/adj. belonging to another country or race;

U, 3.
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12.
13.

14.
15.
16.

17.
18.

22.

23.
24.

25.
26.
27.

foreign  YH[H#)

*district/ 'distrikt/ n. a fixed land division of a couiiry, a city, etc.
XL 1K 3

*upset/ Ap'set/v. to cause (sb or sth) to be disturbed 5%, 4f &L

*span/speen/n. length in time, from beginning to end  -Btitff],
R[]

A*ignorance /ignarans/n. O

*greed/gri:d/n.  Ti4h

A *wasteful / ‘weistfol / adj. tending to waste R %1

wastefulness n. R 7%

*poison/ 'plizen/v. to harm with poison #ik

*pollute /patu: t/v. to make (air, water, soil, etc. ) unfit for use

Seiah
{14k

. squander / 'skwonda/vt. to spend foolishly 4k

. *resource/ri'sd>: s/n. (pl. ) the wealth of a country, or the supply

of materials, etc. which brings this wealth V{4

. A*destructive / dis'traktiv/ adj. causing destruction %M, S

11}

*remedy/ remidi/n. way of setting right (anything bad) Mg (Jp
i)

*ultimately / ‘Altimitli / adv. in the end bl

overpopulated / suvo'popjuleitid / adj. having too many people

overpopulation /- auvapopijulei [an/ n..the state of havihg too
many people

*mineral/ minoral/n. adj. 4 ()

*ore/d: /n. W4y

*replace/ri'pleis/v. 10 take the place of {{H



28.
29.
30.
31.

32.
33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

39.

40.

41.

42,
43.

*expand / ikspend/v. (to cause) to grow larger # K

*steadily/'stedili/adv. Fafifh, ASshigih

*deteriorate / di'tiariareit / vi. to grow worse 4L, MR

Osfertile /'fo: tail / adj. producing a lot  AETRKHY

fertility / fo: 'tiliti/n. NBIXK, BEJ

*vast/va: st/adj. of very great size or amount F K[H), REH

*desert/'dezat/n. a large sandy piece of land where there is very
little rain and plant life ¥, it Bf

O*ereep/kri: p/v. (crept) to move or advance slowly and quietly
&3 i

*outwards / ‘autwadz / adv. away (from the centre) [a]4h

A*civilise, (AmE-lize) /'sivilaiz/v. (#) I, JFk

*destroy/di'stroi /vt. to put an end to or make useless;to kill
(animals) S B K

*increasingly / in'kri: sigli/ adv. more and more #kKE, ¥ Hy

*preserve/priza: v/vt. to keep safe from harm or danger f{#4/",
i 7

*starve /sta: v/v. to (cause to) suffer or die from hunger 1JLi%

starvation /sta: 'veifon/n.

*reverse /riva: s/v. to cause to go backwards {#if#ilt

*trend / trend / n. tendency )1

*threaten/Oretn/v. JJM
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