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“Tradition is not the worship of ashes, but the preservation » pre.”

— Gustav Mzhler
“Customs tell a man who he is, where he belongs, what he must as
Better illogical customs than none; men cannot live together without them.”

— Robert A. Heinlein
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@ Part | Reading in Depth 8

In this part, you are going to read two passages. For each of them there are four
choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice according to

the information given in the passage.

o/

_ el
“"\Ta+ Passage A

Time taken: minutes

Birthday Celebrations

T wg Tradition of birthday parties started a long time ago. There are
. some traditions that you can find almost anywhere, anytime, such as
sending birthday cards, blowing out the candles on a birthday cake

B ki %3,% and singing the Happy Birthday song. Others are only found for
certain ages and in certain countries.

In China, on a child’s second birthday, family members put many things on the
floor around the child. According to Chinese tradition, the first thing that the child



picks up tells you what profession’ the child will choose later in life.

For Japanese children, the third, fifth and seventh birthdays are especially
important. At this age, there is a special celebration Shichi-Go-San (seven, five, three
in Japanese) when children go to the temple’ wearing a new kimono®. The priest*
gives them special sweets, and the parents usually organize a party for their friends in
their homes.

In Argentina, Mexico and several other Latin American countries, girls have a
special birthday celebration when they reach the age of fifteen. After a special
ceremony’, the girls dance a waltz® with their father and other boys.

Eighteen is the traditional “coming of age’” — the age when (in many
countries) you have the right to vete®, join the army and (in Britain) drink alcohol’ or
buy a house.

In many English-speaking countries, a twenty-first birthday cake often has a key
on top, or the cake itself is sometimes in the shape of a key. The key means that the
young person is now old enough to leave and enter the family home at any time they
want to. (283 words)

1. Which of the following birthday traditions can be found almost anywhere,
anytime?
A) Putting many things on the floor. B) Wearing a new kimono.
C) Sending birthday cards. D) Eating birthday noodle.

2. Who will usually organize a party at children’s special birthday celebration

in Japan?
A) Priests. B) Parents. C) Friends. D) Teachers.
3. When do Mexican girls have a special birthday celebration?
A) At the age of eighteen. B) At the age of seven.
C) At the age of fifteen. D) At the age of sixteen.
4. What can young people do in many countries when they reach the age of
eighteen?
A) Join the army. B) Have a key.
C) Have a special ceremony. D) Drink beer.

5. What is this passage mainly about?

A) Birthday traditions around the world.
B) Chinese birthday celebrations.

C) Japanese special celebrations.

D) Interesting birthday traditions.

SWOISNY) pue suolipel] suQ Hun




@9 Word Bank

1. profession n. HLL 6. waltz n. HI/REHE

2. temple n. BT - 7. coming of age  JAF

3. kimono n. FIfiE 8.vote v. fEE, kXt

4. priest n. fHERA 51 9. alcohol n. FIERER G B
5. ceremony  n. X5 ;

')_/.E’,\
”%\f@* Passage B

__minutes

A New Start

Personally I think that the whole commercial' thing has gone
away too far. Christmas used to be a time spent with family and
friends. We’d of course exchange a few gifts but we would have put

some thought into it and it was about giving someone something that
you thought he would appreciate. However, these days Christmas is nothing more
than a massive® shopping exercise where stressed out shoppers tear up and down the
high street laden with® carrier bags full of pre-packaged and impersonal gift sets.
The shelves of the high street retailers* are packed with boxes of identical® bath sets




and useless overpriced gadgets®.

It’s a kind of weird’ two-sided feeding frenzy® with the high street shops on one
side keen to unload all this junk and make as much profit as possible. On the other
side we have hoards’ of manic'’ shoppers eager to spend whatever is left in their
bank account or credit card.

So consumer spending is supposed to be good for the economy, is it? But what
about the current level of debt carried by people in the UK on loans and credit cards?
What about the recent soaring'' oil prices which will inevitably'? lead to increased
transportation costs and home energy bills? What about the state of the UK property
market? We have over inflated" house prices and mortgage lenders' still happy to
dole out'® mortgages to prospective'® buyers that can barely afford them!

Why not for a change instead of splashing out'’ at Marks and Spencer and the
like; go into your local Oxfam'® shop or Help the Aged" charity shops and pick up a
few gifts there instead? Spread the word to your friends and make this year a charitable
Christmas! Instead of lining the pockets of some fat cat®' or inf lating the share
prices’ of some big brand name, you will be spreading a bit of Christmas cheer to

someone who really needs it. After all, that is what this is about, isn’t it? (375 words)

6. What does the author mean by saying “we would have put some thought into
it” in Paragraph 17
A) What we were concerned about was the prices of the items.
B) We would pick up the very costly gifts.
C) We might consider what gifts we would receive.

D) We might consider carefully when choosing Christmas gifts for others.
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context?

A) Involving no personal feelings.

B) Not for private use.
C) Being done indirectly.
D) Exactly the same.

What does the underlined word “impersonal” in Paragraph 1 mean in the

8. What Christmas gifts do most people receive now?

A) The goods that have flaws.
B) The costly but useless items.

C) Just bath sets.
D) The fake goods.

9. According to the author, which of the following statements is true about

consumer spending?

A) It does good to the recovery of economy.

B) It leads to oil’s price increasing.

C) It isn’t helpful in economic development.

D) It makes credit cards more popular than cash.

10. What does the author suggest doing to celebrate Christmas?

A) Choosing some valuable gifts for the needy people.

B) Picking up some big-brand gifts for friends.
C) Buying Christmas gifts at charity shops.
D) Feeding the lost cats in the community.

-

+  Word Bank

1. commercial adj. R, EFIH
2. massive ad] KEM

3. be laden with 7T

4. retailer n. FHJE

5. identical adj. A

6. gadget n. /NILE, /NEER
7. weird adj. BN, AR
8. a feeding frenzy i
9.hoard n. W, MR

10. manic adj. 2VIH, BB
11. soaring adj. JHEIHH

12. inevitably adv. A~] ikl
13.inflated adj. (M) ITHEE
14. mortgage lender KA R E
15.dole out K, 4%k

16. prospective  adj. RIREM]

17. splash out v TEfR L%

18. Oxfam AEYLNERIHFE R &
19. Help the Aged $ERZ4141

20. line the pockets of LAANIE 24 FBL A
21. fatcat HERAHMA

22. share prices 4%




{S}ﬂ Part [I Banked Cloze O

In this part, there is one passage with ten blanks. You are required to select one
word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following the passage.
Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. Each choice in the
bank is identified by a letter.

Time taken: minutes
American Ambivalence

What is it about Americans and food? We love to eat, but we
feel 1) about it afterward. We say we want only the best,
but we strangely enjoy junk food. We’re 2) with health

and weight loss but face an unprecedented' epidemic’ of obesity’. % o
Perhaps the 3) to this ambivalence® lies in our history. The first
Europeans came to this continent searching for new spices but went in vain. The first
cash crop® wasn’t eaten but smoked®. Then there was Prohibition’, intended to
prohibit drinking but actually encouraging more ) ways of doing it.

The immigrant experience, too, has been one of disharmonies®. “Do as
Romans do” means eating what “real Americans” eat, but our nation’s food has
come to be 9) by imports — pizza, say, or hot dogs. And some of the
country’s most treasured cooking comes from people who arrived here in handcuffs’.

Perhaps it should come as no surprise then that food has been a medium for the
nation’s defining'’ struggles, whether at the Boston Tea Party or the sit-ins at
southern lunch counters. It is integral'' to our concepts of health and even morality'*
whether one refrains" from alcohol for religious reasons or evades'* meat for
political 6)

But strong opinions have not brought 7) . Americans are ambivalent
about what they put in their mouths. We have become ) of our foods,
especially as we learn more about what they contain.

The 9) in food is still prosperous in the American consciousness.
It’s no coincidence', then, that the first Thanksgiving holds the American
imagination in such bondage'®. It’s what we eat — and how we 10) it
with friends, family, and strangers — that help define America as a community

today.
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I ) constant 1) belief () ideals
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. Word Bank

1. unprecedented adj. %R 9. handcuff n. F

2. epidemic n. WATHH 10. define v. #fiE, FiE
3. obesity n. fEBEAE 11. integral adj. W

4, ambivalence n. FJ& ‘ 12. morality n. iEf#
5.cashcrop ZH1EY 13. refrain v JEil, )
6.smoke v. fi; WA 14.evade v. FUBE, ki
7. Prohibition n. A4 15. coincidence n. I5¢r
8. disharmony . 4ri%, AFI 16. bondage n. H4H, PR
Notes

|. The Boston Tea Party 5 i i 42 5544

1773 £ 12 A 16 HRAERB LWERENF (BOTHEELE « WAHifkh
“the Destruction of the Tea in Boston”, ¥ T-#iAsH KHESR ), J&—37 H it
“HHEZF” (Sons of Liberty) 2T IBUAREHE M. REGEATF 3 ED 3 %
NEIREFEE AN, R AR B 2wz SR 1 — BE MG 2 N I L0, DA /e $it
WHEEST 1773 FEMA R (EBIED).

2. the sit-ins at southern lunch counters 4 &5 % A6 107 18 %7 #5 & Al

1960 2 H 1 H, EEpEHILFZ RGNS D 5 4 S BAR A
A—ZKBME, AARS R 2A1TEFF, MAIFLAS) . X—KFIT A LLEZ
TR ANFEAEWR, K EARIBFRALIZS), BT 200 M T R TEEUHE
I 725 1

\\} Part [II Skimming and Scanning

© @)

In this part, there is one passage with ten statements attached to it. Each

Statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the



paragraph from which the information is derived. You may choose a paragraph more
than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter.

A)

B)

Time taken: minures

St. Patrick’s Day

St. Patrick’s Day is a global celebration of Irish culture on or :
around March 17. It particularly remembers St. Patrick, one of
Ireland’s patron saints', who ministered’ Christianity in
Ireland during the fifth century. In 1903, St. Patrick’s Day - >
became an official public holiday in Ireland. Later as Irish people 1mm1grated3
to other parts of the world, including Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom and
the United States, in the 19th and 20th centuries, many Irish customs, including
the St. Patrick’s Day celebrations, became quite popular in these countries.
However, much of the interest in the St. Patrick’s Day events is largely
commercially driven in the 21st century.

€ Origin

St. Patrick is one of the patron saints of Ireland. He is said to have died on March
17 in or around the year 493. He grew up in Roman Britain, but was captured by
Irish raiders® and taken to Ireland as a slave when he was a young adult. After
some years he returned to his family and entered the church, like his father and
grandfather before him. He later returned to Ireland as a missionary® and worked




