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INTRODUCTION

I. OUR PURPOSE

This book has two purposes. First, it provides normal, everyday conversations so you
can learn English sentence patterns, idioms and vocabulary the way you should—by
listening to and speaking English. Secondly, the dialogues are carefully written to
introduce you to those aspects of Western society you must know something about if you plan
to live and learn in the West. The book emphasizes those points of Western life which are
particularly different from Chinese customs and habits.

The selection of material is based on conversations with (and letters from) Chinese
students and scholars living abroad, on classroom discussions here in China, on questions
Chinese people often ask Westerners and on our own observations and discussions of

the major differences between Chinese and Western societies.

In other words, the book is meant to tell you what you need to know in order to function
in a Western country, and to teach you to speak and understand English at the same time.

The text has been tested out over the last two years—in various stages of its
composition—in Academia Sinica English training courses at Zhejiang University in
Hangzhou. It is designed for language/culture training courses for students and scholars
going abroad; since it comes with a complete set of tapes, however, we believe it is also useful
for self-taught students.

The dialogues are written in American rather than British English for several reasons:
1) in the years ahead more and more Chinese people will visit, study and work in the U.S.;
2) several British texts are currently available in China; and 3) the author is American. It
should be noted, however, that Western libraries, banks, supermarkets, airports, etc. are very
similar and we believe the book is equally valuable for those who are going to other Western
countries, :

Furthermore, the. differences between British and American English are relatively
minor ~- nothing like Chinese dialect differences. We have provided notes where British
and American English vocabulary might cause confusion. There are also some pronunci-
ation and vocabulary differences within the United States, but they almost never seriously
interfere with communication and are, therefore, of no importance to you at this point in your
studies. ’

II. YOUR PURPOSE

Today Chinese children study % ;i so that one day soon all Chinese people will have a
common spoken language. You're studying English for a similar reason: to have a common
means of communication with people from many (perhaps most) other nations.

You may be planning to go abroad to study or do scholarly research for a few years, or
youmay want to attend international conferences or business meetings. Perhaps you’re not
going abroad at all, but want to communicate with foreign guests in China. You may want
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to be able to talk with them about finding a good restaurant or about splitting an atom. Or
perhaps you’ll have no contact with foreigners at all, but want to make use of the many
foreign-language films, radio and TV programs, tapes, magazines and journals coming into
China.

Whatever your reason, you need to remember that your purpose is not to speak perfect,
beautiful English. Your purpose is to understand and make vourself understood. If vou
hesitate to speak English because you're afraid of making mistakes you simply will never learn
English. The feudal idea of “losing face” if you make a mistake is your biggest obstacle to
language learning. You must overcome it. Perhaps the first thing to understand about
Western society is this: Westerners respect and help people who Zry—no matter how many
errors they make; they have no respect for people who do not try for fear of making errors.

Do you think you could learn to play basketball by reading books and watching others
play? Do you think you could learn to play a musical instrument by reading books on music
theory and listening to recordings? You can’t just think and talk about learning English:1t’=
something you have to de, a physical activity. Like music, language uses sounds, so you
must do most of your practicing out loud.

You mustalso learn to be an activerather than a passive student in class. Yourteacher is
not a mind-reader: if you don’t understand something, he or she cannot know that unless you
ask a question or ask for further explanation. You are helping the teacher by asking
questions or asking for clarification. Again we would argue 1) that you “lose face” by
remaining silent as well as remaining ignorant; 2) that it’s good practice in formulating your
ideas in English; and 3) that you will not be wasting other students’ class time because if vou
are unclear about something, you can be sure that several other students arealso. Youcan't
expect your teacher to fill you up like an old vinegar bottle: you must actively participate in
the learning process.

III. TECHNIQUES FOR LEARNING ENGLISH

Basically, there are three processes involved in language learning: imitation,
substitution and analysis. '

A) IMITATION

Y ou learned to speak Chinese when you were a preschooler by imitating adults. You
unconsciously developed a whole system of sound and word order patterns. These are now
habits. Because these habits will interfere with English, you have to learn a whole new set
of habits, to make new sounds you’ve never made before and create sentence patterns which
are strange to you. Try to concentrate on English sounds and sentence patterns instead of
trying to find Chinese equivalents or trying to translate directly from the Chinese. Learn to
think in English.

To do this you must imitate a model speaking at normal speed. This will be difficult
and frustrating for you at first, but remember that no one in an English-speaking country
speaks “Special English”. Furthermore, the language changes dramatically as it is spoken
more rapidly, and you'll find yourself unable to understand if you have only learned "Spc:('j al
English”. Here’s a simple example: “Do you understand what 1 mean?” becomes
[djondo'steenwadai'min] in ordinary English. (There are more examples in Appendix I in the
back of the book.)



In the first month or so of the course you may understand only 20%, or 25%, of what the
tapes or the teacher says. That's O K Don’t worry about it. In another month you'll
understand about 50%, and by the end of the semester you'll understand most (and almost
always the heart) of what a normal speaker says. Until you can do that you're not prepared
to function abroad, so don’t ask the teacher to slow down.

Listen carefully to the teacher and the tapes and practice imitating them
aloud. Concentrate on the spoken forms of phrases and sentences, not on the written forms in
your text. Repeat what you hear (not what you read) as closely as you can; your pronun-
ciation will improve with practice. In Appendix I you'll also find practice exercises to help
you overcome some of the major pronunciation problems faced by Chinese speakers of
English. With the help of the teacher, determine what your particular problems are and
work on them one by one. day by day. Remember to listen to the pitch levels of each phrase
and imitate the rhythms of the language as well as the sounds. Don’t learn words singly;
learn phrases. This is a crucial point.  If you read a sentence and look up each word in the
dictionary, you'll often misunderstand its meaning. If you try to understand or speak
English word by word, you will also create great confusion. This is not difficult to
understand if you take any ordinary Chinese phrase and analyze it. For example, if a non-
native speaker says, word by word. ** § il {5 24" you are likely to think “J¢f8 & in your mind
before you get to "¢,

In the text you'll find notes on phrases which can’t be looked up word by word in the
dictionary because the words function as idiomatic phrases. So it’s crucial that you learn
both to listen and to speak in word groups, not word by word. In Appendix I you’ll also find
some suggestions on how to determine word groups.

B) SUBSTITUTION
In our experience, there is no substitution for substitution drills. Much of your time
and energy in this course will be spent on them. Each begins with a model phrase or
sentence from the text and then asks you to substitute other words or phrases in the same
pattern. For example:
MODEL: Can I borrow your book for a few days?
TEACHER: bicycle
STUDENT: Can I borrow your bicycle for a few days?
TEACHER: hours
STUDENT: Can I borrow your bicycle for a few hours?

By practicing these patterns aloud over and over and learning to substitute new words
and phrases within the pattern, you are learning to think in English instead of translating
from Chinese. You don't have to rely on the teacher for such drills: using the patterns in
the text, make up your own substitution drills as a form of study, but be sure to practice them
aloud. This is also an excellent exercise for .two or three students to work on
together. Your substitution drills can begin with very simple sentences and become more
complex as your language ability increases.

C) ANALYSIS
“But I'm too old to learn a new language!” Nonsense! Children, of course, learn new
sounds and patterns much more easily than you can. But to make up for this, you have
greater patience, a better sense of purpose, more experience in learning—and you have the
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advantage of being able to analyze your new language. You can see how an English
sentence is put together, how it works, how it differs from Chinese. Grammatical
explanations and rules are useful tools that can help you learn a language more rapidly. But
learning about language is not the same as learning to use the language.

Talk. Talk. Talk. Insideandoutsidethe classroom,speak English with your teacher
and fellow students. You can say it in English. If you can’t find just the right words,
reorganize your thoughts and find another way to say what youmean. Don’tgive up and fall
into Chinese.

Talk to yourself in the street: “I'm standing at the bus stop. If the bus doesn’t come
soon, I'll be late for work. Here comes the bus. It's too crowded. I can’t get onit. T’ll
have to wait for the next bus.” At home, talk to yourself out loud: “I'm hungry. IthinkI'll
start making dinner. What are we going to have for dinner tonight?” Talk to
tourists. They love it. Tourists are generally delighted to have some contact with*‘real”
Chinese people (that is, someone other than their tourist guides) and they will generally- be
happy to talk to you as they walk in the parks or at the tourist sites.

Talk. Talk. Talk. Listen. Listen. Listen. Listento VOA every night beginning
with “Special English”, then listening to the same news twice-—first in “Special English”,
then in "“Standard English”. By the end of the semester you should be able to understand
most of the regular news programs.

IV. A WORD ABOUT DICTIONARIES

Dictionaries are valuable tools for language study, but you must be flexible in your use
of them. English is a living language: what is correct or incorrect, acceptable or
unacceptable, current or out-of-date, changes over time. Furthermore, dictionary compilers
make mistakes  yes, even grammatical errors. You cannot possibly understand the
sentence patterns in this text by looking up every word in your dictionary.

You may begin the semester with an English-Chinese dictionary, but within a month you
should begin using an English-English dictionary. You should make all notes in your text in
English. not in Chinese. As you complete the study of each unit of the text, you should be
sure that you can explain new idioms and words in English.

The use of an English-English dictionary and the habit of making notes in English
instead of Chinese is a critical aspect of learning to think in English, learning to understand
and speak English instead of “Chinglish”.

V. THE STUDY GUIDE

‘ Appendix I in the back of the text is a “Brief Guide to English for Chinese Speakers.”
The “Guide” lists the problems most Chinese people have learning English, and offers
methods and practice exercises for overcoming those problems. We suggest you begin
reading and working on this ““Guide” after the first two or three weeks of the course, and then
continue to use it to work on your particular problems throughout the course of your English
study.

V1. LEARN TO BE EFFICIENT

Chinese students are generally willing to study very, very hard for long, long
hours. Thisisan excellent characteristic, but it is often an inefficient method of study. An
efficient student must have enough sleep, enough food and enough rest and
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relaxation. Everyday you need to take a walk or play basketball or ping-pong or sing a song
ordosomething you find relaxing. Every now and then you need to go out with friends, see a
movie, visit some scenic spots. When you return to your studies your mind will be refreshed
and you’ll learn more. Shorter, more intense study sessions are more effective than endless
hours of nodding over your books.

Finally, be realistic. If you set impossible goals for yourself you can only be
disappointed in your progress. Psychologists have determined that learning takes place
this way: first, you make a lot of progress and you feel very happy. Then your language
ability seems to stay the same; you believe you're not learning anything at all and you feel
very disappointed with yourself. This period can last for days or even weeks, but you must
not be discouraged. At some point your language ability will again take another big jump
and you’ll see that you really have been learning all along. ‘

Perhaps we can say that learning English is like taking Chinese medicine. We don't
mean that it’s bitter -— in fact, if you get enough sleep, food, rest and relaxation, studying
English can be very enjoyable. We mean that, like Chinese medicine, the effects of your

study come slowly but surely. Don’t give up alongtheway. Learnslowly,slowly every day
and the effects will come — like Chinese medicine.

Some of the ideas in this Introduction and in Appendix I are taken from Nancy Duke Lays of the City University of
New York and from a Modern Language Association article on learning languages.
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UNIT ONE
GREETINGS AND INTRODUCTIONS

When you are with a friend or acquaintance and you bump into someone you know, " it is
always polite to introduce them to one another. This introduction should include names,
titles where appropriate, 2 and a very brief description of their relationship to you so that the
two people have a basis to start a conversation if they wish to.

PRACTICE DIALOGUES
1. IN THE STREET

SMITH:
ZHOU:

SMITH:

ZHOU:

SMITH:
ZHOU:

Hello, Zhou.

Hello, Mr. Smith. I haven’t
seen you for a long time. How's
everything going??

Fine, thanks.

Have you met my friend, Wang
Dawei?

No, I haven’t had the pleasure.?
Mr. Smith, this is my good friend
Wang Dawei. Mr. Wang, John
Smith.

SMITH: How do you do, Mr. Wang?

WANG: Pleased to meet you, Mr. Smith.

ZHOU: Mr. Wang is also a scientist. He and I attend the same lectures here and we're
both working on the same experiment at the University. _

SMITH: Good. Youmusthelp eachotheragooddeal.® Well,Ihavetogo. Seeyoulater.”

2. IN THE DEPARTMENT OFFICE

JOHNSON:

ZHOU:

JOHNSON:

ZHOU:

WANG:

[Zhou Jianguo and Wang Dawei are filling out some forms®
at the request of the department secretary when Dr. Gerald.
Johnson comes by on his way to his office.]

Oh, hello, Mr. Zhou. How are you??

I'm fine, thank you, Dr. Johnson, how are you?

Good, thanks.

Dr. Johnson, I'd like you to meet my good friend and colleague, Wang
Dawei. We worked together in the Optical Engineering Department at
Zhejiang University for many years. Mr. Wang is also here as a visiting
scholar now. (Turning to Wang) This is my advisor, Dr. Gerald Johnson,
Chairman of our department.

How do you do?
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JOHNSON: I'm glad to meet you, Mr. Wang. Welcome to our university. Mr. Zhou
has told us so much about Hangzhou, I feel as though I've been
there. How long have you been in the States?

WANG: I’'ve only been here a few weeks, but I plan to stay at least two years.

JOHNSON: That’s fine. Zhou, the next time you come and have dinner with us you
must bring Mr. Wang along with you.

WANG: That’s very kind of you. I'd be delighted to come.

ZHOU: I'll certainly do that, thank you.

JOHNSON: Good-bye. It was nice meeting you.\®

ZHOU & WANG: Good-bye.
3. ON THE CAMPUS

[Zhou is recognized one afternoon by a woman he met
recently, but he can’t remember her name. She walks up to
Zhou and Wang.]

WHITE: Hi,'" aren’t you Zhou Jianguo? We met the other night at a USCPFA '? dinner.
ZHOU: = Ohyes, of course. How nice to see youagain. I'dlike you to meet my friend and
colleague, Wang Dawei. We worked together for many years at Zhejiang

~ University. Wang, this is ... 'm sorry. I've forgotten your name.

WHITE: White, Betty White. I'mglad tomeetyou. Are you also a visiting scholar here?

WANG: Yes,Iam. Mr. Zhou and I are both in the optical instruments area, and we're
sharing an apartment here now.

WHITE: Wonderful. Welcome to our country and our campus. I'm sure we’ll get a
chance to talk at greater length. Are you both planning to come to our October
st celebration next week ?

ZHOU: By all means. ®» We're very pleased that so many Americans celebrate the
anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic.

WHITE: Good. I'll see you then. Nice to have met you, Mr. Wang.

WANG: Good-bye.

ZHOU:  Good-bye.

WHITE: So long.

4. IN THE SUPERMARKET

[Zhou and Wang are shopping in the local supermarket one
day when they run into Barbara Johnson, the wife of Dr.
Gerald Johnson, and Cindy Johnson, their daughter.]

JOHNSON: Hi. How are you? My God, ¥ these prices are ridiculous, aren’t they? If I'm
having a hard time of it, ¥ I can’t imagine how you can make ends meet.!®
ZHOU: Believe me, it isn’t easy. But we're managing all right. Mrs. Johnson, I'd
like you to meet my friend and colleague, Wang Dawei. Wang, thisis Barbara

Johnson, Dr. Johnson’s wife, and this is his daughter, Cindy.
CINDY: Hi.
JOHNSON: Hello.



WANG: How do you do? I'm very glad to meet you. I met your husband earlier this

week in our department office.

JOHNSON: Oh, yes. [To Zhou] 1 think he told me that you had a friend here now. He

ZHOU:

suggested we all have dinner. How about a week from Saturday?'”
That’s October 1st, I think, and we’ve been invited to attend the October
Ist celebration given by the U.S.-China Peoples Friendship Association.

JOHNSON: Oh, how nice. Well, how about the following Saturday?

WANG
ZHOU:

: That would be excellent for me. 1 really appreciate your inviting me.
Yes, that would be fine.

JOHNSON: Good. That’s settled then.
CINDY: That’s great. I'm really getting interested in China since you came to my

Dad’s department, and 1 love to listen to you talk about your country.

JOHNSON: I'll have Gerald pick you up at your apartment' at 6:30 on Saturday, the 8th.

ZHOU:

Oh, that won’t be neeessary. We've mastered the bus system now and it’s
easy to get from our place*” to yours.

JOHNSON: Fine. See you around 6:30 then.
CINDY: So long.*®

ZHOU:
WANG

Good-bye. See you on Saturday the 8th, around 6:30.
: Good-bye.

NOTES

1)

2)

3)

to bump into sb. — to meet sb. unexpectedly (by accident) ARBHEHEA
e.g. How nice to bump into you!

titles where appropriate 14 2132 #9 ki

title - - showing a person’s rank, occupation, status K% B & A k#iim.
Professor, Director of the High Altitude Physics Lab, etc.

President KER K

Chancellor (R RS RER) KK (RRERERKFHRIEK

Dean 5K

Provost (BRI E RN ERERM) BK: (EEKE®
K¥H) #,E5K

Registrar WHEME (KEPEEERNEES)

Chairman, Dept. of ... -~ ¥t

Director of ... Lab e SEGH R AT

Dr. 1 (you cannot write “Doctor’as a title. You can

write: The doctor {medical doctor] performed
the operation.)

Prof. B

How’s everything going? —tIJ# &g

S -Brudil s, EER AR B iR, (a4 B B E ALE,

How’s your work going?

How's everything with you?

How are things with you?

How are you getting along these dayvs?

How're you doing?



4) No, I haven’t had the pleasure. K,®M 3% E. Or you can say: Yes, we
met last week at...
5) How do you do? T HHMN T LHBIWH —AREE,
6) a good deal — very much; quite a lot
e.g. She’s a good deal better today.
He spent a good deal of money on books.
7) See you later. -— This means any time in the future unless an agreement has
been made to meet later that day.
8) to fill out some forms HEXE HHH to fill in a form .
9) How are you? [BI53 /R FRI1E S & FEM E .
10) It was nice meeting you.
Nice to have met/seen you. WEIRIFHR T8 & . X0 90 Br i ayi%.
i Nice to see you. f& . ifi B B (R 8935, R EAIR. '
11) Hi.— Hello.
Oh! (Hey!) —~ an expression of surprise
cf. Whew! — an expression of relief or exhaustion
Ah! - an expression of sudden understanding or admiration
12) USCPFA — U.S.-China Peoples Friendship Association (see appendix)
XPARKHEHZ AELELTEMETFBE LI ARKT SN THLH.
13) by all means — certainly 8 :%R. X REEHAMESHREIE,
. 14) My God |
desus . : .
Christ expressions of surprise or annoyance

Jesus Christ
(These words used to have religious connotations, but used in this way,
they no longer do.)
15) to have (give sb.) a hard time — experience (create for sb.) difficulties,
misfortunes, etc.
16) to make ends meet — to be able to eat and pay your bills on your budget
17) How about...? #REAKg----- E Ak
18) I'll have Gerald pick you up at your apartment at 6:30 on Saturday, the 8th.
8 HEWIAN 6 S ERILRNMREHAEDIRAIE & 2R,
e.g. pick up some groceries/books at the library
At the next corner the bus stopped and picked up three people.
When our TV broke, the repairman came in his truck to pick it up.
19) place — here means the place you live
from our place to yours MBEHIKIIEABHRE

20) So long. — Good-bye. It is used when you are leaving someone or he is
leaving. you.

USEFUL EXPRESSIONS

1. Expressing surprise and pleasure in seeing someone:



a) Hello, John. I haven’t seen you for a long time.
How’s everything going?
b) Oh, hello, Zhou. How're you doing?
c¢) Why, hello, John! Haven’t seen you for ages (a long time). What have
you been doing since I saw you last?
d) Hi, Wang! Nice to meet you here. How are you getting on with your
new work?
2. Inquiring about the health of the other person or of his family. ete.:
(Only when you know someone well do you tell the truth.)
a) How are you?
b) How’s Mrs. Johnson?
c) How’s everybody at the office?
d) How’s the family?
3. Introducing people:
a) Mr. Smith, allow me to introduce my good friend, Wang Dawei.
b) Dr. Johnson, I'd like you to meet my friend and colleague, Wang Dawei.
¢) May I introduce Wang ... to you?
Allow me to introduce Wang ... to you.
4. The person who has been introduced might say:
a) Hello, Ms. Jones. (with a nod)
b) (I'm) glad to know you, Mr. Johnson.
¢) ('m) (very) glad to meet you.
d) (I'm) pleased to meet you.
e) (It’s) nice to meet you.
f) How do you do?
5. When parting:
a) (I'm) glad to have met you.
b) (It was) nice meeting you. ‘
¢) (I) hope we’ll meet again some time.
d) (I) hope we can see each other again some time.
e) 'm glad to have met you. I hope we’ll see each other again some time.
f) See you later.
6. Self-introduction: ,
a) May I introduce myself? I'm ... (Use your family name and given name; don’t use
Mr., Mrs., Miss, or Ms.)
b) Hi. My name is ...
¢) How do you do? My name is ...

DIALOGUE SITUATIONS

1. How would you inquire about the health of
a) your advisor, Dr. Gerald Johnson ?
b) his wife?
¢) your co-worker at the lab?
d) a friend’s children?



2. Reply to the following:
a) How do you do?
b) How are you?
c) How’s everything going?
d) How’re you doing?
e) How are you getting on with your experiment at the lab?
f) How’s the family?

3. Situations:
You're going to practise introducing people to each other. There are, of course, several
ways of doing this, but we have chosen the usual introductions. Imagine you're
showing a group of English-speaking visitors around your laboratory in China. Asyou
go from department to department, you meet various colleagues whom you would like to
introduce to the visitors.

4. Prepare dialogues on the following situations:

a)

b)

c)

d)

Mr. Wang, a visiting scholar, meets Dr. Gerald Johnson at the department
office. They greet each other and talk about the weather and their work.

Mr. Wang. a research student, is introduced to Prof. and Mrs. Jones and their
children, all of whom are anxious to learn more about China. They invite Wang to
attend the October lst celebration given by the USCPFA.

You are having dinner with a friend in a restaurant. Another friend walks into the
restaurant alone. You ask him to join you and then introduce your companion to
him. _

You are a Chinese scientist who has recently come to the United States to do
research in your field. You go to the office of Dr. Andrew B. Young, Chairman of
your department, and introduce yourself to him. Dr. Young is pleased to meet
you. He wants to know precisely what research you have been doing in the past
few years, and what you plan to study here in the U.S. and why.



