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PREFACE |

The book you are reading, named An Initial Exploration into Com-
purative Socialist Economics, (briefed the [nitial Exploration in the follow-
ing)is not long in length, but of great capacity in contents, It is 2 splendid
picture in which the readzrs are able to widen their theoretical visions
and see clearly by means of comparative studies that, the chinese
theoretical economics has been developed in the opening circumstaaces and

it has been targeting the international froatiers in some fields, The
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book is what the author has achieved with his long and hard endeavors,
shown by a series of most enlightening and original opinions contained,
It isacreative work in the research of comparative socialist economics,

China was late to bzgin the study on comparative socialist economics,
Since the Third Pleanary Session of the lith Central Committee of C, P.C,,
the theoretical economics has made a rapid progress in the rich soil
of the Reform and the opening enviroamzat, Oae of the greatest changes
is that the introductions of the Western comparative economics and the
Eastern European economics initiated and speeded our research on com-
parative economic systems, inclucing comparative socialist economics,
The research is in the first place the call from the practice, As to evalu-
ating the traditional systems critically, and to selecting the aim mode,
we need to use foreign practice for referrence and absorb their theoreti-
cal achievements as well, The Western comparat}ve economics, especia-
iy the Eastern European economics, which has accumulated abundant
of thoughts in these aspects, can afford us a lot for study, appreciation
and referrence, The research is also the call from the growth of theore-
tical economics, Maxist theoretical economics is an open system itself,
Early in its founding period, Maxist theoretical economics imbibed the
English classical political economics as its main resource,” Today, to.
improve Maxist economics, we must take in the scientific results of mo-
dern Western economics, not to mention various theoretical giins
provided by the economic circles in socialist countries, Itis an import-
ant task before us to advance the development of our theoretical econo-
mics by comparison and taking what are useful to us,

Comparative socialist economics is an important part in the study
of comparative socialist economic systems, and it is also the theoretical
ground to compare systems and policies,Different doctrines or deviations.
in doctrines will result in great divergence in systematical modes and.
political methods, On the contrary,different systematical modes and poli-
tical methods are bound to be based upon different doctrines, Therefore,

e 5§



comparison in theories is of central position and meaning, However, it is
not easy to do the job well., First,one should have a solid Maxist back-
ground, as it is the fundamental guide and soul in conparative studizs,
Secondly be must have studied deeply and can master all the relating theo-
ries that fasl iato the scope of the research and that are considered as the
objects of comparison,Otherwise, there is no prerequisite of the work,
Thircdly, he should have a profound knowledge of the practice in socialist
constructions and the reform of the economic systems,because,in addition
‘to follow Maxist basic principles as the criteria, we must test theories
through practice to see whether they can reflect and guide the practice,
And last, he should have a strong ability to study and to master the theo-
ries as comparative studijes involve a wide scope and many fields, a wide
knowledge is required. The last gqualification is necessary, The author
-of this book,as I believe,has met the above requirements,so he has succee-
-ded in writing this book as the first monograph in comparative socialist
-economics, It is with no doubt a great contribution to the study of com-
‘parative socialist economics in China and to comparative economic sys-
tems,

Specifically, the book has the following characters and features.

First, Chinese economic doctrines are contained in the incorporated
‘comparative objects, The papers and works published in this nation gene-
rally compareeconomics between those in Sovit Union and in Eastern Euro-
pe briefly, and I have not seen many that take Chinese economics as part of

‘the incorporated object in comparative studies, But the Initial Explora-

tion embodies Chinese economics in its vision of comparison throughoutthe
E-(;le discussion,evaluating properly the changes,evolutions and impro-
‘vements of our theoretical economics against the broad international set-
ting, The suggestions are neither belittling nor overweening, In the same
‘time,the book reveals the historical positions and functions of all the eco-
momic theories, including those in China,by an incorporated international

«comparison and hence contributes actively to the study and construction



of comparative socialist economics, Apparently it is worthy of confir-
mations and commendations,

Next,this book gives comprehensive and thorough studies on and eva-
luations to varieties of doctrines concerned within the range of comparison,
We have presented quite 2 many foreign economic doctrines in China,inc-
luding those from Eastern Europe, But they were commonly introducto-
ry, less wereput on research, and more scarcely on therough and copre-

hensive evaluations, Different from those works, the Initial Exploration

has tried its best to appreciate every relevant doctrine comprehensively,
thouroughly and objectively, guided by Maxist basic principles. It obser-
ves their contributions and improvements, and their limits and shorts
as well, The evaluation itself is creative, As I have mentioned above, |
the author would have hardly given the thorough and pertinent evalua-
tions and analyses hadn’t he studied so well and hadna’t he obtained the-
outstanding ability to study and control,

Thirdly, the original and creative views by the author cover almost
every part of the book, The resummarize of the relationship of the 36 called
*Four Rights”’within ownership;the analyses on the causes of the existe-
nce of commodity relations in socialist system; and the comprehensions.
of the socialist junior period are the reflection of the author’s uniqueness,
To my sense, the author had published his opinions on how to diffe-
rentiate the current social stage early before the 13th Central Committee
of the Party, (see his paper in the Materials for Investigation and

Research No,4 1979 by the National Committee for Reform of Economic

Systems) That has demonstrated sufficiently the writer’s courage and

creativity,
Surely, the study on comparative economics is in its early years, It

is not completely a modest name to call the book as An Initial Exploration,

The socisty will examine and test whether these views are matured and
sufficient, and whether they will be accepted by the public, Nevertheless,

despite the inperfectness, I appreaciate this book as a work of explora-
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tions and creativity that fili in the gaps. As folks say, many walkers
‘make a road. Those who take the first steps ought to be more appraised
and esteemed, Thatis why 1 was glad to make the preface for th:

author,
Prof, Jiang Xuemo

PREFACE 1

1. This book, An Initial Exploration into Comparative Socialist Eco-

nomics, is the fruit of Mr, Xu’s many-year teachings and studies in
socialist economics, This monograph makes particular and systematic
expositions and comparison of the currently most representative soci-
alist economic theories in the world, especially of the important funda-
mental theories closely related to the reforms of economic systems,i.e,,
doctrines of ownership; doctrines of commodity economy; doctrines of
-economic modes; and doctrines of social development stages, The book
is rare among the similar works in and out of China, It to some extent
plays a pioneering role that fills into the gaps.
2. The author adheres to Maxist basic stand, viewpoint and met-
‘hod. He clarifies precisely and incisively the meanings,objects, taéks and
methods of the studies of comparative socialist economics,combining the-
ories with practice, history with present situations and the foreign with
‘the domestic, He discusses and explores the development of the socia-
list doctrines of ownership and commodity economy, He compares and
comments on the most influential economic modes, emphasising on Chi-
nese contributions to the development of the doctrines, He expounds the
changes of the doctrine of social development stages, explaining by
international comparison the significant breakthrough in theory and the
epoch-making significance of the dectrine of socialist junior period
advanced by our Party,
3. The book, while making systematic expositions and compari-
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son of socialist ecoaomics, gives original and concret compositions,
which have great insights, for the reform of economic systems and espe-
cially for the reform of the ownership relations within enterprises, and
of therelations of the planned market, It is to a certain sense a book of
guidance and r.ferrence to the practice of Chinese reforms in economic
gsystems,

4., Thebook s of a writing witheaseand grace,of thoroughanalyses,
well-organized structures and is solid in logic, With the profound subs-
tance in easyterms, the book issuitable for various readers for studies

and referrence and therefore, isa good one rare to come by,

Ge Linsheng
at the Institute of World Economy
Fudan University
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