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Introduction

R D Blackmore

Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born in 1825, the son
of a Church of England priest. He went to school in
Tiverton, which is where we meet John Ridd in the first
chapter of this book.

Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then
studied law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a
few years, but poor health forced him to leave London,
and he started growing flowers, fruit and vegetables for
the market. At the same time, he wrote poetry, not very
successtully. His first novel, Clara Vaughan, was much
more successful when it appeared in 1864.

His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869. It
was not a great success when it first came out in three
volumes. Some people liked the way the hero, John Ridd,
was presented on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of
the country became clear. They spoke to others about the
book, its exciting adventures and its tender love story, and
so more people read it. It became a classic, although
neither the writer nor the booksellers expected it. And it
is still a well-loved classic, often used today as material for
films and television.

It was partly an accident that the- novel became a
“best-seller”. A young member of the company which
had produced the three-volume novel decided to risk a
single-volume printing at thirty pence. It happened by
chance that in the same year, 1871, Princess Louise, a
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Introduction

daughtc: of Queen Vicloria, married the Marquis of
Lorne. the British people were excited about the wed-
ding: a dnughter of the queen in love with a man not of a
royal farnily! A newspaper reporter who had read Lorna
Doone remarked that something like that happened in
Blackmuore’s novel. After that, the company could hardly
print copies fast enough.

Blackmore wrote several other novels, mostly with his-
torical settings. The last, Springhaven (1887), is still some-
times reprinted. Like Lorna Doone, it is a historical novel.
The story of love and adventure is set in a small port in
the soutli of England at the time of the Napoleonic wars.
The reader meets the historical characters Wellington,
Napolec:n and King George 1l besides the hero and other
invented peopie.

The background of history
Lorna Doone is set in a disturbed time in British history.
There had been the Great Rebellion, when Parliament
fought against King Charles I, who was put to death in
1649. The causes of that war were many, but an impor-
tant cause was the king's belief that he had the God-given
right to rule the country without Parliament. For a lime
after Charles I's death, there was no king, the country
being ruled by Parliament and particularly by Oliver
Cromwell. After Cromwell’s death in 1658, there was
increasing dissatisfaction with the government that fol-
lowed. In 1660, Charles Il was invited to return as king.
After Charles’s death in 1685, there was more dissatis-
faction because his brother the new king, James I, was a
Roman Catholic. Very many people supported the claim
of the Duke of Monmouth to be king instead of James.
Monmouth was a son of Charles 1], but Charles and his
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Iniroduction

mother were probably not married. Monmouth's suppor-
ters began to make arrangements for his return from
abroad to take James’s ptace. But they were slow, and
Monmouth and his advisers were impatient. The duke
landed at Lyme Regis in Dorset only four months after
Charles’s death. The only forces his supporters could
raise for him were the untrained country people that John
Ridd describes in this book. In less than a month this
“army” was destroyed by James’s regular army among
the marshes of Sedgemoor in Somerset. Monmouth was
put to death, and his supporters were tried at the “Bloody
Assizes” under the control of Judge Jeffreys.

Exmoor

Exmoar lies in the west of England, between the counties
of Somerset and Devon.  Most of Exmoor is high land,
rising to more than five hundred metres. It is about
thirty-four kilometres from east to west, and about twenty
kilometres from north to south. The higher parts are
treeless, with low bushes, rock and marshes. In between,
there are some very beautiful valleys, like the one in
which you will still find the village of Oare. You will have
to walk from there to find two little river valleys, Lank
Combe and Hoccombe Combe, both very beautiful, and
between them sharing Blackmore’s description of the
Doone valley.

In Blackmore’s time, the marshy parts of Exmoor had
no houses, and the only animals that could live on the
moor were deer and some very small horses, the Exmoor
ponies. Today a great number of the marshes have been
turned to grass, and there are houses for the farmers who
keep cattle in their fields.
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John Ridd as a boy
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Lorna Doone as a girl
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Tom Faggus on his horse, Winnie
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Uncle Reuben tied to the horse
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John crosses the stream
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Lorna in the Doone valley
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Carver Doone
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Carver and the Doones ride to attack John's farm
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