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- A Ladder Edition at the
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THE LADDER SERIES

The lLadder Series of books are specially
prepared editions of well-known American books.
They have been made easier to read for the
enjoyment of readers for whom English is a second

language.

The series is built on a “ladder”of five steps
from 1 000 to 5 000 different English words. The
books have been shortened, but they keep the
ideas, facts, and pleasures found in them by
American readers.

This book uses 1 000 English words. Some
words in the book are above this step and will be
found written in boldface letters. They are
explained in the glossary at the back.

The publisher hopes the reader will enjoy this
series while going up the ladder to more difficult

reading.
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BEIJING NORMAL
UNIVERSITY PRESS
BEIJING, CHINA

On behalf of the United States In-
formation Agency, 1 congratulate the
Beijing Normal University Press on
its decision to reprint the books that
will constitute the series “A Treasury
of English Teaching Materials. ”

" Each of these titles, originally pub-
lished by USIA, offers a student the
opportunity to improve his or her
knowledge of American English, and
learn more about the culture, cus-
toms and history of the United
States.. Teachers will find this mate-
rial a useful supplement to the Eng-
lish language curriculum in China’s

high schools and colleges.



USIA 1s committed to the improve-
ment of understanding between the
United States and the People’ s Re-
public of China. A key to better mu-
tual understanding is for Chinese citi-
zens to be able to communicate effec-
tively in English, and for Americans
to become proficient in the Chinese
language.

This book and the others in this se--
ries will help prepare China’s stu-
dents for the competitive world of in-
ternational commerce and cross-cul-
tural contact for which a knowledge
of English is essential.

Sincerely,

Joh ey

Joseph Duffey

Director
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THE GIFT OF THE MAGI

One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was
all. She had put it aside,one cent and then another
and then another,in her careful buying of meat and
other food. Della counted it three times. One dollar
and eighty-seven cents. And the next day would be
Christmas.

There was nothing to do but fall on the bed
and cry. So Della did 1t.

While the lady of the home is slowly growing
quieter,we can look at the home. Furnished rooms
at a cost of $8 a week. There 1s hittle more to say
about it.

In the hall below was a letter-box too small to
hold a letter. There was an electric bell, but 1t
could not make a sound. Also there was a name
beside the door; “Mr. James Dillingham Young. ”

When the name was placed there, Mr. James
Dillingham Young was being paid $ 30 a week.
Now.when he was being paid only $ 20 a week,
the name seemed too long and important. [t should
perhaps have been “Mr. James ID. Young.” But

1



when Mr. James Dillingham Young entered the
furnished rooms, his name became very short
indeed. Mrs. James Dillingham Young put her arms
warmly about him and called him “Jim. ”You have
alrcady met her. She is Della.

Della finished her crying and cleaned the
marks of it from her face. She stood by the window
and looked out with no interest. Tomorrow would
be Christmas Day,and she had only $1. 87 with
which to buy Jim a gift. She had put aside as much -
as she could for months, with this result. Twenty
dollars a week is not much. Everything had cost
more than she had expected. It always happened
like that.

Only $ 1. 87 to buy a gift for Jim. Her Jim.
She had had many happy hours planning something
nice for him. Something nearly good enough.
Something almost worth the honor of belonging to
Jim. |

There was a looking-glass between the
windows of the room. Perhaps you have seen the
kind of looking-glass that is placed in $8
furnished rooms. It was very narrow. A person
could see only a little of himself at a time.
However, if he was very thin and moved very
quickly, he might be able to get a good view of
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