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Mr. Wang’s daughter is graduating from Oxford University this summer.
His family wants to attend the graduation ceremony and visit France as well. Mr.
Wang is researching visa issues. Can the family travel freely in both the U.K.

and France using Schengen visas? Why or why not?

Section 2 Reading and Learning iRE55iE

I. Basic Facts

Location

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, commonly
known as the United Kingdom, Great Britain, Britain or the U.K., is located off the
northwestern coast of continental Europe. The country includes the island of Great
Britain, the northeastern part of the island of Ireland, and many smaller islands.

Northern Ireland is the only part of the U.K. that shares a land border with
another sovereign state — the Republic of Ireland. Apart from this land border,
the U.K. is surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean to the west and north, the North
Sea in the east, the English Channel in the south, and the Irish Sea between
Ireland and Wales.

Size and Population

The total area of the United Kingdom is about 243,610 square kilometers
(which is a bit larger than Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region). England is
the largest country of the United Kingdom, covering an area of 130,279 square
kilometers (which is a bit smaller than Anhui Province). Scotland is the second

largest country, covering an area of 77,933 square kilometers (which is a bit

@
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smaller than Chongqing). Wales covers a bit more than 20,000 square kilometers
(which is about twice as large as Tianjin or three times that of Shanghai). The
smallest country, Northern Ireland covers about 13,000 square kilometers (which
is almost twice as large as Shanghai).

The United Kingdom has one of the highest population densities in the
Western world. The population of the U.K. was around 65 million in 2016 (England:
55 million, Scotland: 5.3 million, Wales: 3 million, Northern Ireland: 1.8 million).

In terms of population, it is similar to that of Hunan Province (68 million).

Geography

Britain, surrounded by water, is an island country. It is separated from the
rest of Europe by the English Channel to the south and the North Sea to the
east. The English Channel between Britain and France is quite narrow and the

narrowest part is called the Straits of Dover.

The physmal geography of the U.K. varies greatly. England consists

' ~ kit ] 7 S P .:E\' :
L o Md,iﬁasihne W1th Beibal deep indentions.
P T, s tain in the U.K. (and British Isles) is Ben Nevis in the

Scotland. The longest river is River Severn, which flows
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is quite moderate. In general, the summers are not too hot, and the winters are
not too cold. In summer, the average temperature ranges from 12 to 20 degrees
Celsius. Occasionally, in a heat wave, it can reach around 30 degrees Celsius
but this is rare. In winter, which lasts from December to February, the average
temperature is between 2 and 7 degrees Celsius.

Days are short in the middle of winter (it gets dark before 4 pm in
December), and long in the middle of summer (it remains light until after 10
pm in June). There is usually more rain in the west of the country, and more
sunshine in the south.

In Britain, since the weather is changeable, it is a common topic for British

people to discuss.

National Flag

The Flag of U.K. is the royal banner best known as the Union Jack, also
called the King’s Colors, the Great Union Flag, or the Union Flag. Its correct
proportions are 1:2.

The colors of the U.K. flag are red, white and blue. The colors of the flag
represent the following: white indicates peace and honesty; red represents
hardiness, bravery, strength and valor; blue means vigilance, truth and loyalty,
perseverance and justice.

The U.K. flag pictures a representation of the patron saints of England,
Scotland and Northern Ireland® on a blue field as follows: the red cross of
Saint George, the patron saint of England, edged in white; superimposed on the
diagonal red cross of Saint Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland; superimposed on

the diagonal white cross of Saint Andrew, the patron saint of Scotland.

(D Patron Saints of England, Scotland and Ireland; 4§25, #ks2:, BIRZEMSFHPER. 2R
R L ISFR R 0E . REES R MNP0 MR R B R ST RE.
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In a sense, the U.K. flag embodies the national flags of England, Scotland
and Northern Ireland.

History

The first known settlers of Britain were the Iberians from the Mediterranean
area. They lived in Britain during the Stone and Bronze Ages. Around 2000
BC, the Beaker Folk arrived. Around 700 BC, the Celts began to arrive in three
separate waves.

British recorded history began with the Roman Invasion. In 55 BC and
54 BC, Julius Caesar, a Roman general invaded Britain twice. In 43 AD, the
emperor Claudius invaded Britain. For nearly 400 years Britain was under the
Roman occupation, though it was never a total occupation.

In the course of the 500 years after the Roman Empire fell, the island
people were either assimilated or displaced by invading Germanic tribes,
collectively known as Anglo-Saxons. During the following Viking and Danish
i0ds ih;the 9" century, King Alfred, often regarded as the first king




