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This book, published in Shanghai by
Xue Lin Publishing 'House, is one of the
Young Scholar Series. It is intended to
present to readers the academic works by
the young scholars who haV‘e made great
achievements in the realm of Chinese
humanities and social science.

The present book is the first theoreti-

cal work on Lao She Studies in China. SYNQPSIS

The author believes that Lao She,a famous

Chinese writer, is one of the <‘cultural
type’, for both his life and his works
uncover the different dimensions of the
entire Chinese cultural world. In this
book Lao She Studies is approached in
the perspectives of life and death, social
values, eroticism, ethics, aesthetics,

gourmandism, the €¢ideal personality’ of
intellectuals and the general disposition,
the manners and customs of the people.

Thus, traditional Chinese culture and mo-



dsrn Chinese culture are explored in great
depth.

Prominently, the author employs in
this book the methods of comparative li-
terature, psychological analysis, human
geography, cultural sociology, folklore and
biographical criticism. In so doing, Lao
She is studied in the background of Chin-
ese culture as well as western culture and
therefore, the aythor has put forward a
series of points of view which are, app-
arently, different from those of previous
critics.

The preface of the book is written by
Hu Jie-qing, Lao Shess widow, and Shu
Yi, his eldest son. Considering it as ‘a
great achievement’ in the field —— “a
breakthrough in Lao She Studies’, they
believe that this book <‘brings Lao She
Studies uh to a new level’.
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