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AMERICAN -LITERIARY CLASSICS

The
VIRGINIAN
by
Owen Wister

A Ladder Edition at the
3000-word Level
Adapted by James J. Passarelli



THE LADDER SERIES

The Ladder Series books are special editerican
books,prepared at easier-to-read vocabulary levels
than the American editions for the enjoyment of
beginning readers in English.

- The “Ladder” is made up of vocabularies of
1 000 words and up, with a number of books at
each level, thus forming a ladder to English
understanding while making available the same
books Americans are reading.

- This book has been prepared on the 3 000-
word vocabulary level. But because the subject of
the book requires certain special words, some
words in the book are beyond this level. The reader
will find such words printed in boldface and
‘explained in the back of the book.

This is a shorter and more simply written
edition than the complete book, which the
Publisher hopes the reader will want to read and
enjoy as his English ability increases through the
[.adder Series.
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BEIJING NORMAL
UNIVERSITY PRESS
BELJING, CHINA

On behalf of the United States In-
formation Agency, I congratulate the
Beijing Normal University Press on
its decision to reprint the books that
will constitute the series “A Treasury
of English Teaching Materials. ’

Each of these titles, orlglnally pub- |
lished by USIA, offers a student the
opportunity to improve his or her
knowledge of American English, and
learn more about the culture, cus-
toms and history of the United

States. Teachers will find this mate-
rial a useful supplement to the Eng-
lish language curriculum in China’ s

high schools and colleges.



USIA is committed to the improve-

ment of understanding between the
United States and the People’ s Re-
public of China. A key to better mu-
tual understanding is for Chinese citi-
zens to be able to communicate effec-
tively in English; and for Americans
to become proficient in the Chinese
language.
. This book and the others in this se-
ries will help prepare China’s stu-
dents for the competitive world of in-
ternational commerce and cross-cul-
tural contact for which a knowledge
of English is essential.

Sincerely,

| {}uﬁ‘x et
Joseph Duffey
Director
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CHAPTER 1.

Enter the Man

/

SOME UNUSUAL sight was drawing the
passengers to the window and 1 got up to see what
it was. | saw ,near the railroad frack ,some laughing
men standing around a corral, and inside ‘it some
horses plunging and dodging in the dust. One of
them refused to be caught ,regardless mho threw
the rope. We had ample time' to %atchiihm sport,
for our train had stopped so that the engine might
take water at the tank before our arrival at
Medicine Bow. The pony was smart and fast, and
watched whatever man took the rope with a quiet
eye. His solemn horse expressmn as he kept his eye
fixed upon h‘S e‘;‘lgmj;: | made the matter highly
amusing. Then the rope would Mt at him, but
he was already gone;and if horses laugh,he did so.
For the first time I noticed a man who sat on

the high gate of the corral. He now climbed down
1



