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Unit One

1. YOUR BREAKFAST IS SERVED, MADAM

Narrator: Ladies and gentlemen, my friends and I
are about to present you with a puzzling problem.

We would like each of you to try to solve it, so

please pay careful attention for the next few

minutes. | 5
The problem appears in a short sketch1 we

are going to perform. The écene is a hotel room.

Miss Muffett has been staying there for two days.

At the moment she is alone, but she will soon be

visited by three different people. Please look 10

closely at these characters, for one of them is

acting very suspiciously.

(Exit Narrator.)

Miss Muffett: (on the telephone) Hello. 1Is this
Receptionz? Good. Would you please send up a 15
copy of the Daily Telegraph3 to Room 321? ©Oh,
and a cup of tea. Thank you.

(Knock at the door.)

Goodness4! That was quick. Yes ... just a minute,

I'll come and open the door. - 20
waiter: Good morning, Madam. Here is your breakfast.

Miss M: My breakfast? Wwhat do you mean? |

Waiter: The breakfast you ordered. Cereal, bacon,
eggs, toaSt, and coffee. Shall I put it over here
on the table? | ' 25

Miss M: I'm very sorry, but I'm afraid thére's been
some mistake. I didn't order breakfast.’ I only
asked for a cup of tea. _

waiter: Really? I do apologizes, Madam. Reception

must have given me the wrong number.6 They def- 30
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initely said Room 326,

Miss M: But this is Room 321, not 326.

Waiter: Room 321? Oh, no! I'm so sorry to have
disturbed you.

Miss M: Never mind. We all make mistakes ...
especially first thing in the morning.7 '
(Exit waiter, closing the door. Knock at the
door.) This will be my tea. Come in!

Man: Oh, what are you doing here?

Miss M: I beg your pardon? How dare you burst into8
my room like this! Who are you? What do you
want?

Man: What are you doing im my room, and how did
you get in here?

Miss M: What do you mean? This is my room.

Man: There must be some mistake. Room 323 is my
room.

Miss M. But this is Room 321.

Man: Room 321? Are you sure? (He looks at the
door.) My goodness, I simply don't know what
to say! I'm dreadfully sorry. I don'tvknow
how I could have been so stupid.g I do
apologize. ' '

Miss M: That's quite all '‘right.

(Exit man, closing the door.)

Miss M: I wonder when I'm going to get my cup of
tea? (Knock at the door.)- '
That'll be the cup of tea at last. Come in!

Waitress: Good morning, Madam. Here is your tea
and your newspaper.

Miss M: Good. Just put them down here, would you?
That's fine. Thank you. (Picks up newspaper.)
Oh, but wait a minute! This is the Daily Mir-

ror;lo I ordered the Daily Telegraph.

-2



Waitress: . I'm ever so sorry, Madam. Reception 65
must have mixed up the order. 1I'll go back
down and get you a copy of the Telegraph im-
mediately, Madam. |
(Exit Waitress, closing the door.)
Miss M: Oh, dear! 1I think it's going to be one 70
. of those daysll———just one of those days....
Narrator: And indeed, Miss Muffett was right, for
later that day it was discovered that several

rooms in the hotel had been burgled.12

If you
were watching and listening to the play care; 75
fully, you may have noticed something'rather
suspicious about one of the characters. If you
were a detective, which of them would you want

to question, and why?

From English Teaching
Forum, October, 1981.

Approximately 550 words.

NOTES

1. a short sketch: a short, humorous play

2. Reception: -The office in the hotel where gﬁests
are received |

3. the Daily Telegraph: -ErE] %"Lﬂﬁ ( % )

4. Goodness=my goodness: an expression of surprise

-3



5.
6.

10.
11.

12.

I do apologize,: 'do' is used here for emphasis
Reception must have given me the wrong number.:

It must be the reception desk that has given me
the wrong number.

We all make mistakes ... especially first thing in
the morning.: We are easy to make mistakes in the
morning, because we are not completely awake.
burst into: rush into

I don't know how I could have been so stupid.: I
think it was very foolish of me to make such a
mistake.

the Daily Mirror: 4 H &3 ( 3£ )

one of those days: an expression used for complaint,
i.e. one of those days when everything goes wrong

had been burgled: had been broken into

COMPREHENSION CHECK QUESTIONS

1. What does the narrator warn the reader about?

a. The hotel room has too many people.

b. Miss Muffett would like to drink a cup of tea.

c. One of the three people visiting Miss Muffett is
acting suspiciously.

d. Service in a hotel is always poor.

In the sentence "We went to see thém perform a short

sketch yesterday", a short sketch means

a. a drawing that an artist makes before an audience.

b. a short, humorous play.

c. a kind of exercise involving a few people.

d. a letter to a friend.

b



3.

In the sentence "We do wish to help you", what

function does the 'do' provide?

a.
b.
c.
d.

It acts as a helping verb.
It is one of emphasis.
It begins the infinitive clause.

It gives a literary feeling to the sentence.

what was Miss Muffett's reaction when the man burst

into her room?

a.
b.
c.
d.

Anger, because she still didn't have her tea.
Delight, because she was glad to see her neighbor.
Anger, because the man was rude. |

Confusion, because she didn't understand who this

man was.

What mistake did the man apparently make?

a.

b.

He forgot to bring the tea.
He brought the Daily Mirror Instead of the Daily

- Telegraph.

He walked into the wrong‘room.
He forgot to introduce himself to Miss Muffett.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. what mistake did each character make when coming to

2.

Miss Muffett's room?

If you were a detective, which of them would you

want to question? And why?

What did the waiter, the man and the waitress do

before they entered Room 3217

What did the man claim when Miss Muffett blamed him
for bursting into her room?

Does one knock at the door if he thinks he is enter-

ing his own room?

Who is the suspicious character?
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2. NEVER LATE (I)

Life is a strange business.1 Perhaps you have
noticed that yourself. You do the same things again
and again, and nothing happens. Then, one day, you
do the same thing once more, and something certainly
happens. |

I have travelled in hundreds of trains, but
few unusual things have ever happened to me. But
one day in a train something did happen. I do not
mean that I was hurt: no one was hurt.

I do my work in a hot country far away from
England. Every September I go there to do my busi-
ness,z and every July I come back to England to
have a rest. So every September I go to Paris and
take a train from the great French city to Mendova,
and at Mendova I catch my ship.

There is one very fast train from Paris to
Mendova, and it suits me well. It is one of the
best trains in the world. It goes as far as En-
doran,3 but it stops at Mendova for a few minutes
to let travellers get out or in. It is called (in

English) The Flying Bluebird. It goes every day,

it reaches Mendova at seven minutes past nine in
the morning, and it is never late.

A ship leaves Mendova at half past eleven every
Tuesday morning, and so you will understand that

The Flying Bluebird suits me very well. I always

travel by it, and I have nearly two and a half
hours at Mendova to go from the station to the
ship. That is more than enough time.

Well, one September night, I took my place in



The Flying Bluebird as usual.4 I had a place by

the window, and I hoped for a restful joﬁrney.
The train leaves Paris at nine o'clock every night,
and I was in my place soon after half past eight.
There were three or four people there with me, but 35
very soon a lot of others got into the train.

When no more people could sit down, they began
to stand up near us and also in the corridor. In
a short time the corridor was full too, and it was
impossible for any more travellers to get into the 40
train. I could see a lot of other people outside
the corridor windows, but they could not get in,
and the train left Paris without them.

We left at nine o'clock and were soon travel-
ling very fast. The man sitting next to me started 45
to ask all kinds of questions: "Where do you work?"
he said. "How long does it take you to get there?
Are you married? How many children have you? How
much money do they pay you every year? How much
have you in the bank? How much do you spend every 50
month?"" He asked questions for about twenty min-
utes, but I did hot give him any clear answers,
and at last he stopped and began to read the paper.

I usually sleep quite well in the train, but
this time I slept only a little. There were too 55
many people, and there were too many things: small
bags, large bags, coats, hats, boxes, newspapers
and fFood. As usual, we got angry about the window.
Most people wanted it shut, and two of us wanted
it open. But that always happens. It was shut 60
all night, as usual.

The train went on noisily through the night
and sometimes I was able to get a little sleep. I
was sorry for all the people who were standing up

in the corridor. There was no sleep for them: it 65
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was hard enough for them to stand up, because the
floor was covered with all kinds of things. One
or two of them sat on their boxes, but most of
them had to stand up all the way.

70 When I awoke in the early morning I felt hot
and dirty, and glad that the journey was reaching
its end. We were now not far from Mendova; and
as soon as we reached Mendova, I always got out
and had a wash and something to eat and drink.

75 At seven minutes past nine The Flying Bluebird

stopped. We were at Mendova, and I stood up thank-
fully.5 I got down my two suitcases, held one in
each hand, and tried to move towards the door into
the corridor. In order to get out of the train,
80 I had to pass down the corridor to the door at the
far end. There was no other way out. ,

I could not even get into the corridor. There
was a suitcase on the floor by my feet, and three
men were standing in my way. I felt a touch of

85 f.ear.6 I had to get out, you see; I had to catch
my ship, which left at half past eleven. And the
train did not stop again until it reached Endoran,7
two hundred miles away.

"I must get out!" I cried. Everyone there

90 understood me, but no one could move.

At last I was able to put one foot over the
suitcase on the floor, and I nearly reached the
door into the corridor. But then, very slowly,
the train began to move. It was taking me away!

a5 "St;p!" I cried. "I want to get out!"” But
no one outside the train could hear me, and the
people inside did not care-much.8 The train moved
a little faster. What could I do? I was not even
in the corridor.

100 Fear made me think quickly. In front of my

-8-



eyes, just above the door, was a rotice. It told
everyone how to stop the train. It told me how to
stop it. I had to pull an iron thihg near the
notice. I did not waste time. ‘I pulled it.
Of course, no one likes to stop a train if 105
there is no need. But it seemed to be the right
thing for me to do at the time. I had to catch
my ship. That was the only thought in my mind: to
get out and catch my ship.

(to be continued)

Approximately 1100 words.

NOTES

1. Life is a strange business: Life is a strange thing.

2. to do my business: to do my work

3. It goes as far as. Endoran: Endoran is the end of

"the railway line.

4. as usual: as has happened before

5. I stood up thankfully:v The journey was so tiring
that I was glad when the train reached Mendova,
my destination. |

6. I felt a touch of fear: I was a little afraid.

7. And the train did not stop again until it reached
Endoran: The train went from Mendova straight to
Endoran.

8. The people inside did not care much: The people

inside the train did not take any notice of me.



COMPREHENSION CHECK QUESTIONS

1. The Narrator's train reached Mendova at 9:07 in the

morning,

a.

b.

C.

d.

and his plane returned to Paris at 11:15 that
evening. )
and his ship set sail at 11:30 that morning.
and his ship did not sail until 11:30 that
evening. |

and his ship was always late in departing.

The narrator slept poorly on the train because

a’.

b.
c.
d.

a man next to him kept asking him foolish
questions. |

the train was late to Mendova.

there were too many, K people making noise.
The Flying Bluebird.was a very slow train.

The corridor was crowded with people

al
b.

c.

d.

going to Paris.

who were not able to buy a ticket for a seat.
who thought the train would never arrive at
Mendova.

who enjoyed talking with the narrator.

When the train started to move, fear made the nar-

rator think quickly. What was his fear?

a.

b.

C.

d.

He was afraid of having to spend another sleepless
night on the train.

He was afraid of the very impolite passengers.

He was afraid all the boxes, suitcases, and peo-
ple in the corridor would crush him as he got off
the train.

He was afraid of missing his ship.

When the narrator stopped the train, what was his
attitude?

a.

He was afraid.
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