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UCLES and It’s Development

The University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES) is a department of the Uni-
versity. It was originally established, in 1858, in order to set standards for schools in Engtand—
something which it continues to do to this day as one of the major schools’ examination boards in the
United Kingdom. However, just five years later, in 1863, UCLES set its first examination overseas.
From that small beginning, our international activities have grown dramatically to a point where we
now examine more than a million candidates each year, in over 120 countries, throughout the five
major continents.

UCLES provides syllabuses and examinations in a range of subjects covering the whole school
curriculum. It does, however, have a special reputation in the field of assessing learners of English
as a Foreign Language (EFL); it is by far the largest British assessment agency for EFL with over
300, 000 candidates for Cambridge EFL examinations each year. UCLES is also a founder member of
the Association of Language Testers in Europe (ALTE).

In recogpnition of the fact that our educational assessment services are used and highly valued
throughout the world, UCLES was awarded the Queen’s Award for Export Achievement in 1992-an
achievement of which we are extremely proud.

UCLES has been active in Asia for many years and continues to provide educational assessment
services for Ministries of Education, Universities, and other institutions within the region. Our links
with the People’s Republic of China are more recent, dating back to 1985 when | was fortunate e-
nough to be asked to address a Worid Bank sponsored conference in Beijing. The friendships forged
at that time became the foundation of our current relationship and have fed to a series of visits both
of UCLES professional staff to China, and of senior Chinese educators to our headquarters in Cam-
bridge. We hope that such academic and professional exchanges will continue, and indeed
increase, in the future.

Our commitment to a working partnership with the National Education Examinations Authority
(NEEA) of the State Education Commission was recently marked by the signing of a “famework a-
greement”, Already that understanding has started to bear fruit with progress towards the establish-
ment of a Centre for International Exchange in Educational Measurement in Beijing and the imminent
introduction of the new Business English Certificate (BEC) examination.

We believe that these are just the first steps in what will prove to be long and mutually benefi-
cial relationship.

John L Reddaway
Secretary General



UCLES’ Cooporation with China

UCLES’ prime function remains, as it was in 1858, the design and administration of high quality
examinations. However, over the years, we have been asked, with increasing frequency, by our
partners in education to supply a much wider range of professional services. For example, we have
provided consultancy services to Ministries of Education, national assessment agencies, and inter-
national aid agencies such as the World Bank and the British Overseas Development Administration
(ODA). We have aiso collaborated with commercial organisations, such as the BBC and British
Petroleum (BP) who have been keen to incorporate good testing practice in their educational ven-
tures.

Nowhere has growth been faster or more varied than in South and East Asia. In order to meet
this demand, UCLES Asia Pecific (UAP) has been created. UAP coordinates Cambridge’s unique
international experience, academic contacts and specialist skills, to ensure that regional projects,
such as our collaboration with the NEEA, get the best possible support.

UAP can provide expert advice on the pianning and implementation of development projects and
has excellent relations with the main aid and donor agencies. It can also provide training services
covering a wide variety of skills and academic disciplines for curriculum developers, examination
administrators, teachers and key project personnel. Training for South East Asian countries can be
arranged either through our Regional Development Office at the Asian Institute of Technology in
Bangkok, or via well-established courses in Cambridge. It is anticipated that the Centre for Interna-
tional Exchange in Beijing will provide training courses for participants from all parts of China and in-
deed from China’ s neighbours in East Asia.

In Beijing, UAP’s Regional Representative works closely with the professional staff of the NEEA
ensuring that communications are good and that local views are taken into account when joint activi-
ties are being designed. This has been particularly important in the development of the Business
English Certificate (BEC) where control of question papers and marking will be the responsibility of
UCLES but where the vital administrative elements will be provided by our partners in the NEEA.

International collaboration in the complex field of educational assessment presents us with many
daunting challenges; we feel confident that our expertise and the commitment we share with our
partners in China will allow us to meet those challenges and make progress together.

David R Gleave
Dirgctor UCLES Asia Pacific
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Royal Postgraduate Medical School

Institute of Obstetrics and Gynaecology

The Royal Veterinary College

St Bartholomew’ s Hospital Medical College

St George’s Hospital Medical School

St Mary’s Hospital Medical School

School of Oriental and African Studies

The School of Pharmacy

United Medical and Dental Schools of Guy’s and St Thomas’s Hospitals

University College London

Westfield College

Wye College
Victoria University of Manchester
UMIST
University of Newcastle Upon Tyne
University of Nottingham
University of Oxford
University of Plymouth
University of Portsmouth
University of Reading
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University of Salford

University of Sheffield

South Bank University

University of Southampton

University of St Andrews

University of Stirling

University of Strathclyde

University of Sunderland

University of Surrey

University of Sussex

University of Teesside

University of Ulster

University of Wales

University College of Wales, Aberystwyth
University College of North Wales
University College, Cardiff

University College of Swansea

University of Wales College of Medicine
University of Wales Institute of Science and Technology
Saint David’s University College, Lampeter
University of Warwick

University of Wolverhampton

University of York

Royal College of Art (This is a wholly postgraduate University and does not concern itself with
qualifications at this level)

Open University (‘There are no academic requirements. Any UK resident aged 18 and over is

eligible)
UK POLYTECHNICS

Leeds Polytechnic

Manchester Polytechnic = Manchester metropoliton University
North East London Polytechnic

North Staffordshire Polytechnic = Staffordshire University
Oxford Polytechnic = Oxford Brookes University

Thames Polytechnic

UK UNIVERSITIES



University of Aberdeen
University of Aston
University of Bath
The Queen’s University of Belfast
University of Birmingham
University of Central England in Birminghafn
University of Bradford
University of Brighton
Bristol University
University of the West of England, Bristol
Brunel University
The University of Buckingham
University of Cambridge
City University
Coventry University
Cranfield Institute of Technology
De Montfort University
University of Dundee
University of Durham
University of East Anglia
University of Edinburgh
University of Essex
University of Exeter
University of Glasgow
University of Greenwich
Heriot-Watt University
University of Hertfordshire
University of Huddersfield
University of Hull
University of Keele
University of Kent
University of Central Lancashire
University of Lancaster
Uninversity of Leeds
University of Leicester
University of Liverpool
University of Technology, Loughborough
Unviersity of London

Schools of the University:

Birkbeck College



