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Classics:
The Red Shoes™

Rewritten by Simon Green

Once upon a time, there lived a poor girl called Karen. Her mother was so poor that
she could only afford a pair of wooden shoes for Karen. The shoes hurt her feet and
gave her blisters. Sometimes, her toes would bleed.

An old shoemaker had some red cloth in her house, and she made a pair of red
shoes for Karen because she felt sorry for the poor girl. The next day, Karen's
mother died. Karen wore her new red shoes for the first time a day later at her
mother’s funeral.* An old woman saw Karen outside the church and asked her to
come and live with her.

Karen thought that her lovely red shoes had attracted the old woman'’s attention,
so she went to live with her. But the old woman thought Karen'’s red shoes were
disgusting, so she threw them on a fire. Karen was taught to read and sew, but she
still wasn't happy. She missed her red shoes.




A few years later, the old woman
took Karen clothes shopping. The
old lady was going blind, so when
Karen saw a beautiful pair of

red leather shoes in a shop, she
couldn't see that they were red.
She bought them for Karen.

The next Sunday, Karen went

to church with the old woman.
Karen was wearing her new red
shoes, which was quite shocking
in those days.* Everyone was
staring at her shoes and shaking
their heads. One man told the
old woman what Karen had

on her feet.* The woman was
furious and told Karen she must
only wear black shoes to church
because red shoes were evil.

The following Sunday, Karen threw
her black shoes away and put on her
red ones. As they were walking to
church, they met an old soldier. He
said, "What lovely dancing shoes!"
Everyone was looking with shock and
anger at Karen's shoes.*

The old soldier touched her shoes
and said, "Dance you will, dance you
must!*"

Immediately, Karen's feet started to
dance. She just couldn’t stop dancing.
She danced all the way home until her
feet and legs were aching.* Her legs
wouldn’t stop dancing until she threw
the shoes under the bed.*
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classic /'klaes1k/ n. {2 Bty

afford /o'fo:d/ v. 152

blister /'blists/ n. 7xfE

bleed /bli:d/ v. &N

funeral /'fiju:naral/ n. 3|,

church AE:t/ n. #=

attract /a'traekt/ v. k5|

attention /a'tenfn/ n. &5
disgusting /d1s'gastin/ adj. £ AFREH

. sew /sau/ v. HEHEE

. leather /'leda/ n. F&

. stare /stes/ v. (TE&E

. furious /'fjuerias/ adj. R

. evil /vl adj. FEERY

. following /'foleutn/ adj. (AfE)_L)iEEH
. shock /[ok/ n. EfR

. anger /'aenga/ n. 85

18.
19.
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23.
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29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Soon after, the old woman was
very ill. Karen decided it would
be more fun to go to a ball
rather than look after the sick
woman.* So she put on her

red shoes and went outside.
Suddenly, her red shoes started
dancing again. They took her
through the village, up and down
hills, along lanes and across
fields.* Eventually, she arrived
atan executioner’s house.

Karen was so exhausted and
upset that she begged the man
to cut her feet off.* The man

cut off her feet with his axe, but
the shoes went on dancing. The
shoes danced away over the
fields, up and down the hills and
towards the village.*

ache /e1k/ v. &jE

ball /bo:l/ n. &4

rather than /'ra:da/ fiA2

lane /lexn/ n. /&

eventually /1'ventfuali/ adv. &%
executioner / eksr'kju:fena/ n. &IF3F
exhausted /1g'zo:stid/ adj. £5EHREY
upset /ap'set/ adj. I HEH, FasaY
beg /beg/ v. Z3K, T3k

axe /aeks/ n. &F

crutch /kratf/ n. 3%t

bandage /'beendidz/ v. g
angel /'eindzl/ n. XfE

transform /treens'fo:m/ v. T

lift /IIft/ v. 52, 185

message /'mesidz/ n. B, B
scary /'skeeri/ adj. Z¥aY, TFAH




The man made Karen some crutches
and bandaged her feet, and soon Karen
went to live with another family. They
took her to church one Sunday, but
Karen couldn't enter because her red
shoes were dancing in front of the door.
She went home crying.

A few Sundays later, she was sitting in

her bedroom when an angel appeared.

She was carrying flowers. Suddenly, the
bedroom transformed into the church.
There was lots of singing, and Karen

felt herself lifted high into the sky.*

She looked down and saw her feet had
grown back. And she wasn't wearing her
red shoes.
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time a day later at her mother’s funeral.
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3. Karen was wearing her new red shoes,
which was quite shocking in those days.
FEFENFLALSEE, XEISNERILARE
f®AY. which was quite shocking in those
daysEEIEMN G, &ifKaren was wearing
her new red shoesEERAA.

EFFEH4. what5|SEIEMNG.
5. Everyone was looking with shock and

anger at Karen’s shoes. 8/ AZBZIR %R

RIEEFCHNET.
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7. She danced all the way home until her

feet and legs were aching. tti—E&BEEISR, Bk

SHIFNREERF IR T,

The Red Shoes ({I558), RRE(ERZRE
EOMERNEIESE, ik 7T — MR 55

Karen wore her new red shoes for the first

One man told the old woman what Karen
had on her feet. /N ASRF T EZDIN-EEH

Dance you will, dance you must! BEEEIE, (R

10.
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13.

Questions:

® What do you think the message of the
story is?

Is it a happy, scary or sad story? Why?

Do you have a piece of clothing you can't
live without?

Her legs wouldn't stop dancing until she
threw the shoes under the bed. #BEF)
BIFRET, WA S LSRN, not ... until ...

Karen decided it would be more fun to

go to a ball rather than look after the sick
woman. RISIAAESESE L RBINXNERRY
Z IS

They took her through the village, up and
down hills, along lanes and across fields.
AFEFERCFINE. BdlUE. &/
Karen was so exhausted and upset that
she begged the man to cut her feet off.
FMCIFERBATHEE, tthZ KA FFIBbAIT
BRI,

The shoes danced away over the fields,
up and down the hills and towards the
vilage. BN ESFhiE, B3 HE, ML R,
FrINE.

There was lots of singing, and Karen felt
herself lifted high into the sky. S{=PUEE, £
CRRECREASE.




By Simon Green

Making
Decisions

In your family, who
decides what you're
having for dinner, where
you're going on your next
holiday, what to watch
on TV?* How long do

you think people spend

making decisions? You
might be surprised to
learn that the average
person spends nearly
three years of their lives
making decisions.*




A study has shown that decision-
making takes up over seven hours

a week for the normal adult in
Britain. From deciding what to wear
(four minutes) to what to eat (seven
minutes) to whether or not to go out
and meet friends (eight minutes),
most people are wasting their

lives worrying about unimportant
things.* About 60% of British adults
say they often make the wrong
decision, and over half of adults wish
that somebody else would make all
the decisions for them.

Readers of this book have a long time to
wait until they reach the age whereitis to
make a decision—35 years old.* But if you
find it difficult to choose what to wear at
the weekend, your parents probably find it
even harder! Adults have to make serious
decisions about when to take holidays, if
they should spend or save money, what to
buy their kids for their birthdays, and what
schools to send their kids to.*

The reason for this indecisiveness is

too much choice.* Think about online
movie sites. There are thousands of

films to choose from. When you go to a
supermarket, look at all the choices of
fruit, vegetables and meat there are. Do
you buy the cheapest, the best-looking, or
the biggest item? It's not so easy.



