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abide by v. BRI ; 5P
1. All the players should abide by the referee’s decision.
2. The members agree to abide by the rules of the Society.

about time n. phr. Z,.8/)5 . & F (E H BHAF i B ] B 26 )
1. "It’s about time you left, Tom.” (Tom should have left
earlier. ) '
2. "Qur team won yesterday. About time.” (It has been a

long time since the team won a contest. )

above all or above all else adv. phr. B EE M8, L H
1. Relax, and above all don’t panic.

2. Children need many things, but above all they need love.

above suspicion or beyond suspicion adj. phr. REEE

The teacher must be above suspicion of supporting one student

over another.

according as conj. Ffieeee T A2+ { IR

1. They move into the next class, according as they pass or fail
the examination.
2. You can take a linguistic or literary course according as you

prefer.

across the board adv. phr. or adj. phr. £##(#),SmHH (M)

1. The new President wants taxes raised across the board.

2. It is an across the board pay rise.

act out v. HEE. . FH.aEELE
He tried to act out a tale that he had read before.

act one’s age or be one’s age v. phr. u@ﬁ%ﬁﬁ

"Bob, you are a big boy now. Act your age.”
(Bob was told to act like a big boy. )



add fuel to the flame (or fire) ve K BB ERE BEER
1. She was greatly upset and he added fuel to the fire by

laughing at her. ]
2. By avoiding seeing the girl, the young man added fuel to

the flame of his love for her.

add insult to injury v. phr. BEmB . EHTH:FH

1. To add insult to injury, the penalty was given to our side.

2. It’s bad enough being caught in the rain. But if the car

breaks down it simply adds insult to injury.

after a fashion adv. phr. RIRLEF, AR, B34

1. John speaks Russian after a fashion, but Jean speaks it

much better.

2. The tent kept the rain out after a fashion.

after all adv. phr. ;&R BR BT ;1 E
1. Robert thought he couldn’t go to the movie because he had

too much homework to do, but he went after all.
2. They did not expect heavy losses in the business, after all,

they had rich experience.

after hours adv. or adj. phr. TG ;¥ ENEG
1. The shop was cleaned after hours.
2. The children had a secret after hours party when they were
supposed to be in bed.

against time or against the clock adv. phr. BEtE) ;3R ;e
[H]

1. John ran around the track against time, because there was

no one to race against.

2. The rescue team was racing against the clock to get to the



accident soon enough to save the wounded.
3. The prisoner talked against fime with the guard, hoping

that someone would come to help them.

air one’s dirty linen in public or wash one’s dirty linen in public

v. phr. ZHMG . BARR
Everybody knew it would be difficult for the two candidates to

be elected because they aired their dirty linen in public.

all better adj. phr. 24 BE  AEET |
" All better now,” the doctor kept repeating to the patient.

all ears ad). phr. i, & ERIT
When the old man told the story, the boys were all ears.

all eyes adj. phr. &g

At the circus the children were all eyes.

all hours n. phr. JEMEENE;EA
1. The mother said to his son, " you can’t go to sleep at all
hours. It’ll ruin your health. ”
2. She often stays up till all hours of the night to finish her

home assignment.

all in all adv. phr. g2 . EEGS;4
1. Allin all, it was a pleasant party.

2. Counting the books on the sh&lf, all in all we have borrowed

ten textbooks.

all manner of adj. phr. #X&8MH

You can buy all manner of things in this department store.

allow for Ve BB BHAEN ,
1. Allowing for the train being late, we should be back by

5



11 = 30.

2. Has everything been allowed for in your plan?

all right for you interj. — J]FM;ETIE

All right for you! I am not going to do any more business- with

you.

all systems go n. phr. —{IE%, T ¥ %

After they wrote out notice, it was all systems go for the dance

party.
all the way or the whole way adv. phr.
1. HER,—H

Jack had played the piano all the way at the performance and it
was almost over.

2. TERE,CEIWNY

The bank was willing to lend money to the company to expand
its business, but it wasn’t willing to go all the way with its

plan to set up a new branch in the next city.

along in years or on in years adj. phr. BT&E#, L THEL

As he got on in years, she had to stay at home most of her

time and look after him.

-apple of one’s eye n. phr. % FE, ODHFEN
Though Helen was his adopted daughter, she was the apple of

his eye.

apropos of prep. 2F,2F
Apropos of John’s new job, did he tell you how much he is

earning?

around the clock adv. phr. B#% G, —+ /e GlD

That factory always operates around the clock.




around the corner adv. phr. BBk ATERR

1. Hoover was saying that prosperity was just around the cor-

ner,

2. Diana and Dick lived just around the corner.

as good as adv. phr. JLPE%F ., E4%
1. Without her glasses she was as good as blind.

2. He had as good as given up his attempt.

as good as one’s word adj. phr. A[K#HFy, —iET 4
1. We know she is always as good as her word, so we trust
her.

2. The chairman said he would award the members generously

if they won, and he was as good as his word.

as it were adv. phr. aJLLig, 7] 8 ;L P
1. That was as it were part of the job.
2. The sunlight on the icy branches made, as it were, delicate

lacy cobwebs from tree to tree.

as luck would have it adv. clause W15, %E 15 (EHKAE)

1. As luck would have it, no one was there when the building

collapsed.
2. As luck would have it, there was rain on the day of the
sportsmeeting.
at a blow or at a stroke or at one stroke adv. phr. — F¥F,%R,

INEZR. -4
1. He changed things at a stroke.
2. They seized the enemy’s stronghold at a blow.

3. All prisoners escaped at one stroke.

at ba adv. or adj. phr. #EH25E B TSR




1. A dog at bay may attack people fiercely.
2. The police held the criminal at bay for nearly three hours

and waited for him to surrender.

at Cross purposes adv. phr. ¥ EWHR,UMEFEWEHN RS
. |

Tom’s parents acted at cross purposes in advising him; his fa-
ther wanted him to become a doctor, but his mother wanted

him to become a priest.

at fault adj. phr. 5%, %1t % 3

1. Which of the two drivers was at fault in the car crash?

2. If my memory was not at fault, it was Thursday.

at home adv. or adj. phr. 8%, %R
1. Would you be at home driving a truck?

2. Make the newcomers feel at home in your school. .

at one’s beck and call adj. phr. AL . FAE
1. He is at my. beck and call. | |
2. She had a large household of servants at her beck and call.

at one's feet adv. phr. FEELT

She had a dozen men at her feet.

| at one’s wit’s end adj. phr. ﬂ‘%_‘bﬁ,ﬁé;ﬁ%f&
Nobody would like to help him and now he was at his wit’s

end.

at sixes and sevens adj. phr. ﬁt/\ﬁ , — B b

1. As the hostess was away from home, the whole house was

at sixes and sevens,

2. The leader was captured and his followers were at sixes and

Sevens.



+

at stake adj. phr. BT R RBEE B ERMK
1. He admits that his political life is at stake.

2. The team played hard because the championship was still at

stake.

babe in the woods or babe in arms n. phr. #&k+, R HE

He was a babe in the woods when it came into negotiations.

back to the wall or back against the wall adv. phr. A #4538
F K

1. The soldiers had their backs to the wall.
2. He was in debt and could not get any help; his back was a-

gainst the wall,

backward and forward or backwards and forwards adv. phr.
CGHEIRNMLER.MET W

1. He knows the traffic rules backward and forward.

2. It’s incredible that she understood motorcycle engines back-

wards and forwards.

bad actor n. phr. SEERYN, #E
The boy was a bad actor and nobody liked him.

ball game = n. phr. FE. &K
You said we can get a second mortgage for the house?! Wow!

That’s a whole new ball game.

bear watching v. phr. 1. EBEEM®RAIW 2. HEK

1. That young actress will bear watching.

2. The car trembles badly; it will bear watching.

beat a retreat v. phr. ®WFHiE

They beat a retreat when they saw there was no hope to win.

beat one’s head against a wall v. phr. % LR, ABRHEK




Trying to persuade him is just beating your head against a

wall.

beauty sleep n. EXE/PHEE

If you take a beauty sleep, your appearance will be greatly im-

proved.
beg the question v. phr. F2Zx 8,05 544R, B R EIEHM BT X
B

She asked all of us to believe her because she said she was cor-

rect. We all said that she was begging the question.

behind bars adv, phr. &%, AR

He never learned his lessons. No wonder he ended up behind

bars.

behind one’s back adv. phr. #H#HE

It is not right to criticize a person behind his back.

behind the scenes adv. phr. 5.8 T

Most of the bargaining was done behind the scenes.

below the belt adv. phr. R2F,58% 800

That comment was a bit below the belt.

beside oneself adj. phr. ¥, %

She was beside herself with joy (anger, fear).

When she heard of her son’s death, she was beside herse.lf.

beside the point or beside the question = adv. or adj. phr. =&,
R4 AH &
Don’t waste time. What you said is beside the point.

bet on the wrong horse v. phr. {448

We expected Team A to win but, as it happened, we bet on

10



the wrong horse.

beyond one’s depth adj. or adv. phr. ¥t TP, LR MEAT

His stream of consciousness is beyond my depth.

It’s beyond Bill’s depth to beat the champion in the chess con-

test.

big as life or large as life adj. phr. H@MEANEH—FK

The characters on this TV screen are big as life.

big wheel n. phr. KX A#, 2 A
He is a big wheel in the local government, maybe he can offer

you some help.

bite off more than one can chew v. phr. F&EEx, HFRNL

He bit off more than he could chew when he agreed to shoulder

the responsibility alone.

bite someone’s head off v. phr. ®FRFH
His f{ather bit his head off for he played truant.

bite the dust v. phr. %&; -HiE#

1. He raised his gun, and bang, another enemy bit the dust.

2. Our football team bit the dust again.

black and white n. phr. KRB

"You've got to believe it. There it is in black and white.

black-and-white adj. BEAEH, R AP
It’s foolish to think that everything is black-and-white.

blow hot and cold v. phr. REILH

The management blew now hot, now cold, now fierce, now

conciliatory. .

born with a silver spoon in one’s mouth adj. phr. #&¥xEH
11




The girl behaved as if she had been born with a silver spoon in

her mouth.

brain drain n. phr. A¥4¥K
At present many developing countries are suffering a consider-

able brain drain to developed nations.

bread and butter n. phr. or adj. phr. or interj. 4t ; @4
e 0

1. He doesn’t just write for fun; writing is his bread and but-

ter.
2. After spending the weekend as a guest in Puterbaugh’s
house, he wrote a bread-butter letter to his host.

3. "Bread and butter!”, we all said while passing the Church.

break ground v. phr. Bt TR MR

1. Our school is going to break ground for the new library to-

mOrrow.
2. The firm broke new ground with a set of regulations that

encouraged its employees to work even harder.

break one’s neck v. phr. &% H

We néarly broke our neck to reach there before dark.

bred in the bone adj. phr. X4&£®

She is a bred-in-the-bone singer.

bring home v. phr. ffiee+ 28T
We should bring home the value of education to both parents

and children in the rural areas.

bring to light’ v. phr. %B.#HR
I will bring to light the truth.
12 . '




