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Introduction

This is a collection of popular Chinese readings, includ-
ing fairy tales, ancient fables, jokes as well as modern stories
and certain Chinese age-old customs and their origin, 32 in
all. It is intended for foreigners who have had a mastery of

the preleminary knowledge of the Chinese language. It is

hoped that the collection will be of some help to the users -

in developing their power of reading comprehemsion.
Compiler: Zhao Guiling Translator: He Peihui Iilus-
trator: Zhang Zhizhong
QOctober, 1986
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(4) cherished desire, aspira-
tion

() to serve as an envoy
abroad; to be sent on
a diplomatic mission

(# ) on one’s way to

(z) to wear

(%) sword

(7)) to draw (one’s sword)

(4) sheath

(4 ) cold flash (of cold steel)
(#) dazzling
(to look at something)

again and again

(E]) from beginning to end

(4 ) mission

(g) to pay a visit, to visit;
to call on

(&) to tie; to fasten

(%) grave

(4 ) beginning; originally; in
the first place



EY wéibéi () to go against; to run

counter to
€ &
FERKEHC Chingit Shidai the Spring and Autumn
Period (770—476 B.C.)
2F Wiwang King of the Wu State
L Jizha a personal name
wE Xdjan a personal name

Az*ﬁﬁ ’ ﬁ&ga]‘f)o

True friends are valued merely for their devotion

to each other.
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4



BEUE
1924

2 i

AhE
R

GXHED %K

B
iR
T
ALt

AL E

fif

(54 R

BEARA
ZRI

ferent from the others

jinweéijtn (4 ) imperial guards

xUnlud (zh) to patrol; to go on pa-
trol

jia ying to carry an eagle on one’s
shoulder

buyoude can’t help; cannot but

fanddo (§|> on the contrary; instead

(zhéyang)yildi (5 so, like this; by so doing

wlyan zhangqi foul atmosphere; pesti-

lential atmosphere
qiagido (§|> by chance; fortunately; to
happen to

xidnguang (z4) to stroll; to saunter

jianshang (4) on one’s shoulder

bazaihu (#) not to mind; never to
mind; not to care

shen (zy) to stretch out (one’s
hand)

sud () todraw back (one’s hand)

man lian péi xido with a flattering smile;
one’s face wreathed in

flattering smiles

gudibude (%)) no wonder; so that’s why

dou xicor to set (people) laughing

]



. i | Séng Taizl name of the first emperor
of the Song Dynasty

i Dang Jin a personal name
¥+ Jinwang King of the Jin Dynasty
% % %

L, P,

Chinese poplar leaves are smooth on both sides.



HIRE—R:
- (—)
A EELR, AR,
AN RANEE, HERIEETT,
(2)
AUAR 1, FA R EHH,
ILE s B A K , 15 & B AEIR BT

(=)
ANE LA SR, H ARBEAKRS,
23 ERHRE, FEEASFIS,

EEABIERRBRE: (—OAx (OOBE GO8R,

W i
kiE miyd (%) riddle
& cai (&) to guess
* fuo | (&) to set; to go down; to



fan

il shanyado (%) halfway up a mountain;
| hillside

T+ gua () to hang

BERY shishdo (4) treetop; the tip of a tree

Bty yudnpdan (4£&) disc

5 7] liGnddo (£)C3 bad sickle

+ tu (4 ) earth; soil

Hb pingdi (%) ground; level (flat)
ground

B ti (4> hoof

J=:} shéng (¥) a measure word

i cul (#) to urge; to press; to
hurry

S ¥4 zheng zhGox1 seize the day; seize the
hour; to seize every
minute

17,353 midi (4£) answer (solution) to a
riddle

— R—TRIL R K,

— 4y — BN,
A vast sea gathers countless individual drops of water;
one’s life span is represented by an infinite number of minutes and

seconds.
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wang méi zhi ké

Itchéng

huangyudn
st

shai

kdo

mao yan

jiudi

kong

tong

jie ké

méitéu yi zhdu,

ji shang xTn |di

yan

to quench one’s thirst by
thinking of plums
(4£) journey; distance  tra-
velled
( 4 ) wasteland
(&) a measure word
(z) (the sun) to shine upon
() to scorch; scorching
terribly thirsty as if
smoke rose from one’s
throat
(§|) on the spot
(#) empty
(4 ) bucket
to quench one’s thirst
Knit the brows and a
stratagem comes to
mind.

(zh) to swallow



A7k kSushui (%) saliva

E# shégen (4 ) the base of the tongue
=M kdngxidng (%) fantasy; idle dream; day-
dream
® &
[:F: ] Cdo Cdo a personal name
O FAME, A RlE,

The more often one’s brain is used, the wiser one will

become; and the contrary is the case if otherwise.
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