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Preface to the First Edition

The student who embatks on a course leading to the Cambridge Certificate of Proficiency in English
examination should already have an adequate command of English to be able to deal simply but reasonably
correctly with most everyday situations.

Preparation for the Certificate involves above all two aspects of more advanced language study

(i) An extension of the student’s vocabulary and power of comprehension to cover a wide variety of
subjects ranging over cultural, scientific, all kinds of intellectual and utilitarian topics.

(ii) The acquisition of such facility in expression that he is able to present his ideas not only in correct
English but in the language best adapted to his subject and likewise to appreciate the skilful use of language
in the texts he studies.

A student who passes the Proficiency examination at a satisfactory level should be sufficiently at home
in the language to derive from any kind of study course in English a benefit equal to that of an English
student of comparable educational background. _

While this book has the primary purpose of preparing the student for the examination, it should prove
useful to any advanced learner who wishes to achieve the foregoing aims.

Throughout the text there is no attempt at simplification as at this stage the student should be learning
new words of all kinds in their contexts the whole time and should be developing confidence in his ability to
understand fully English of a reasonably advanced level.

Preface to the Revised Edition

The present revised syllabus for the Certificate of Proficiency examination syllabus now covers the following
materiai ;
Paper 1 Reading Comprehension (1 hour)

Section A 25 vocabulary-choice sentences.

Section B three or more prose passages on which are based a total of 15 multiple-choice
questions designed to test ability to read, understand and appreciate.

Paper 2 Composition (2 hours)
Two compositions have to be chosen from five suggested topics.
Paper 3 Use of English (2 hours)

Section A Structural and grammatical exercises. These may include a (mainly structural)
gap-filling exercise, sentence transformation based on new openings and given
words, phrasal gap-filling and sentence composition.

Section B Written responses and summary based on a comprehension passage.

Paper 4 Listening Comprehension (30 minutes)
Responses in varying formats to questions on a seties of texts.
Paper 5  Interview (20 minutes)

Changes have been made to ensure that each stage of the interview will share a common

theme, introduced by the picture.

1 Discussion of a photograph.

2 Consideration of a reading passage.

3  Various exposition (based on a topic), discussion, debating and role- play exercises

involving a single candidate or a small group. The theme may be based on a current
social issue.

Note  Candidates for the Proficiency examination may choose to read one of a selection of set texts as



background preparation for Paper 2 and/or the structured communication exercise in Paper 5. A list of set
texts is available from the University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate.
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Comprehension and Practice
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Chapter 1

Reading, vocabulary and comprehension

The British may have long been a nation of shopkeepers ! but they are coming
late to the business of tourism. For the past centuty it has been they who ? have
done the touring while their own hotels have slumbered in atmosphere and
inefficiency ® and even the pubs have closed before eleven. Now, somewhat to
their bewilderment, they are having to act as hosts to a vast throng of guests,
who, with dollars, francs and marks in their pockets and handbags, are the
most successful invaders since the Normans * and considerably more welcome.
They come to enjoy the antique and traditional but are often less enchanted by
the accommodation and catering, which may share the antiquity. At last, even
the surprised tourist industry is beginning to open its eyes. Unfortunately it sees
only insoluble problems.

For very many years London has been a business centre with hotel
accommodation mainly for visiting businessmen together with other well-to-do
travellers and completely inadequate for the swarms of short- stay tourists
landing at Heathrow 5 or disembarking at Dover ® . Some new luxury hotels
have soared skywards and a fair number of Victorian 7 houses have been
combined to form ‘private hotels’ of standards from the comfortable to the
repellent. Most hotels are expensive —beyond the means of ® the young teacher
or secretary from abroad. The student on holiday fares worst and often finds
his accommodation under the unreliable night sky ? .

Every morning the guard is changed at Buckingham Palace 10 with faultless
precision ! and gay military music. The average spectator, squeezed among
thousands of others, can glimpse an occasional bearskin and touch of scarlet
and at least enjoy the music. Suggestions for a second performance later in the
day have been scotched by the guards’ acid comment, ‘We’re doing a job, not
acting as performing seals '2 . 7 It has also been suggested that visitors should be
whisked % in a given time in groups through Westminster Abbey '* to relieve the
congestion there and the same would apply to !*the equally-crowded St Paul’s
and the Tower ", A vast football crowd !® ambles along Oxford Street and
surges through the shops there, so that the Londoner leaves the field free for 1*
provincials, Americans, Australasians 20 and a babel % of exotic tongues.

As a second Westminster Abbey is impracticable and the glamour of (in
fact) a slightly seedy Oxford Street remains unrivalled, this problem associated
with tourism is indeed inscluble. Tourists are reminded of the charm of the
West Country 22, the romance of Scotland 2 , the historical interest of
Stratford 2* , Canterbury % and Cambridge % but to the once-in-a-lifetime visitor
from Kansas City " or Adelaide ?* , London will obviously remain the three-day

.39



New words and
expressions

magnet °* . Other European capitals probably share these problems, and the
homeward-bound traveller must revel in swinging his arms. expanding his chest

and having * time and space to examine and actually enjoy his surroundings.

siumber v. sleep, esp. peacefully Z7HHE

pub n. (=public house) ¥k

bewilderment /bi'wildemant/ n. confusion k2%, &L

mark n. the German unit of money Y% (i 1510 f8{1)

invader /in'veida/ n. a person that invades A{Z#& . FIN &

antique /an'ti.k/ a. old, old-fashioned f & . & X049

antiquity /en'tikwiti/ n. the customs, events, things of ancient times i {,

E g

cater /'keite/ v. provide food and service &ty L5 AR %

well-to-do a. rich, wealthy & # &)

swarm n. a crowd JCI,BEAR

disembark /disim'ba;k/ v. go on shore from a ship Bj#fi 1=/

soar v. rise or flv upward high into the air ¥ 2,535 €

repellent a. causing great dislike 4 A\ 4 JR ¥

fare /fea/ v. get on Ay, 0oL H T

spectator n. observer, onlooker 5% & , W AX

bearskin /'beoskin /n. a guard's high black fur hat ([ T1 6 #)) "B i BivR

scarlet /'ska.lit/ n. (HEFEZEE TS L0k R B

acotch /sko:tf/ v. crush ¥}, BFGES % . H 1L

acid /'eesid/ a. sour ERERAY ; R 2

seal n. %Y

whisk v. move rapidly K, 513h

congestion /kan'dzestfon/ n. an overcrowded condition %t

amble v. walk slowly {84

surge n. a forward movement like a wave ¥4, i 3h

provincial /pro'vinfal/ n. an inhabitant of the provinces 98 A, H N FER

exotic /eg'zotik, a. foreign FPE Y, 5 EH A H K

glamour /'glaema/ n. mysterious charm §£ ;. i /)

seedy a. shabby % IL1&Y . B LLHY

unrivailed /an'raivald/ a. having no rival JCHRY, AT . 28 GBS

romance /rou'mens/ n. a series of unusual adventures, a love story {&4)
i, AL #) F

homeward-bound a. tending towards home ($§#5) FF [0 A X 49, 1R AL 8%

a vast throng of a crowd of K BE

be enchanted by /with  under the spell of -« HAE

open one's eyes make sb realize the whole truth fgi-«-+- W\

a fair number of a great number of H ¥ E M

a touch of a slight amount or degree /IiF, f¥{ i

a babel of a scene of noise and confusion - - Jy +ee oo W R
remind of cause to have a memory of {¢i A 18 i

revel in enjoy greatly ik Tl 2

Tt Yh 1w v EL



Notes

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

a nation of shop-keepers
OhFEEEZE?, ‘LB /NMERHRE JHIENH AL Smith(1723-90) ) /)
WAIRE D A F Rl AR S
it has been they who ---

- FheRIE S 2 RIBAI X 8 2 they (3 British) , A]rh A who 1.11]
M that FAC, RAE“IERAML -7

slumbered in atmosphere and inefficiency

atmosphere = a usually pleasant feeling of the past derived from one's

surroundings . 33X B f& 15 HY 24 B 3 (= ) AR 48 3 B B T 1H B 1K K AR .2
FERR VEARMERGFHENTE,

the Normans

a native of Nomandy , 5 1% [K] i I8 i B JiE A , 1066 4F R {5h 5 dekg =,

Heathrow

WP OB E BN TR

Dover

Z0, R RS EE R NE — AT O o B8 py B B
WEREEI,

Victorian

‘EERTRHR RS LRERHCERIER  BIRET Victoria Y
2547 , Victoria (1819-1901) ;Queen of the UK and (from 1876) Empress
of Indea.

beyond the means of

R AHAE S, N RSB LTI R Jmeans B4 ‘&
B, MET B A ENE R R AN TR M AR AL R B SRR

under the unreliable night sky

PAE TV TR AR O % K L7, I8 1 4035 under the open sky (& R,

Buckingham Palace
AE&ENE EEZE2E), Eﬁé%&"%ﬁﬁ@(l?o?, CONGAIEEER
with faultless precision
=moving with perfect control and accuracy.
We are doing +++, not acting as -
‘BIEMRMITES, T%E}Eé’rﬁ@iﬂﬁzﬂﬁ?ﬁ%}’ .not acting = we
are not acting ; performing N i+, B H ‘FEWIL LAY,

a whisk

=a kitchen utensil used for beating mixtures; it is moved quickly. as the
visitors would be.
Westminster Abbey /'westminsto 'zebi/
an important church in Westminster, London Jg 87584, X %4
PEHECE CERERER.
the same would apply to

31X [ B 1,38 - F++- ” the same 2 S B 1Y it has aiso suggested that -
AR LN 25
St Paul's
=St Paul's Cathedral , 2§ & # %%,
It is the largest Protestant (T 2{ (¥ , BB 8k #{ ¥y ) church in England. Its
dome is a well- known London landmark; the church contains the
Wellington monument, and the Whispering Gallery, in the dome.

- 050
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19

21

22

23

24

26

27

28

29

30

EXFF 3

Tower .
=Tower of London. {8 « & I-Einl Ly - -4l e 5 Db 3k il 28
W AR T IE BON BRI Sk IR G RIBR L I A BT AR B e 1

Mt

a vast football crowd

= actually a crowd of shoppers, but (apparentiy) as big as a crowd

watching a football match.

the Londoner leaves the field free for

BN LU X SR S B 45 - 225 8l Jleaves the field frec &4~ 4f 14

IR A TR A

Australasians /ostra'leizionz/

=people from Australia and New Zealand.

a babel

derived from the Tower of Babel, during the building of which. according

to the Bible. everyone started speaking different languages.

W E2er i -G I 20 QI HE 20 ol B LS AL AR —
Ol KB Z i A IR S S B E SR E T B TILA
[ N8 JovE .

West Country

refers to the countryside in the western part of England.

Scotland

CHL[E ) S5 88 2% ,a country in the north of Great Britain, a division of

the United Kingdom.

Stratford

=Srtratford-on- Avon , ¥ 55 317 75 . B K5 2= Warwickshire B 3 48, G

Avon 1], ﬂ‘] A i A A E]}(iﬁ’fﬁ,‘{ﬂﬁ >

Canterbury

BAFARTE SR A i B Kent B3 — 3l B LA A R A B3, H
b R R . IRFR I K B BRI R B K EH .

Cambridge /'keimbridz/ o

BIKr . BERE 22 473K &y Cambridgeshire HEFTIF o P8 SIHr X2 T ] 42

Kansas City

BUgs 3k, JG 16 ‘Kansas” M AL HE - -da 4 . by 71 5[ ‘Missouri” JH 74 &R
A 2R .

Adelaide /'mdsleid/

Buf A1 A0 R 19905 — Bk rh s Ay SRR R DT

remain the three-day magnet

AR R A FoAR R | ) B e . magnet J5EE N “BEER L 1E
FAIXHLA N P 4 L 4 oK B AU S A R T B FR 4R
CHZ AR EEER, LR e A IR Gl g

revel in swinging ---, expanding --- and having

‘swinging’ . ‘expanding’ fil ‘having’ JEZ5#4 b2 =4 310 5 44 48] AE

A “in” 1Y TELE

SEIE A (I8 R R — KT VT Y B IR (HR W22 % ik ol 2 A It

BUBR o S O AT A S LRSI I T o i b A7 A I (Y B T B O L A
SRR BN AN ARSI T o S S AR R

T YT Fle DIV rL



Metaphors (F&g5 )

Prepositions

AT AR NE AR RIS 2 WSS B AR 184
WEETLIEYMIL R ZHE. XEHEFEEHBEAARERL
K BRI CNARE LT EL ARG . A TR R AR KR X A
TGS o1 fy % FTR fEay 18 R AR AR Z R 208 . A LR R
HEGFUAZ HOHFRRE, K& ERIRY R Ems T8,
A T i A e B R R

LHER R BRI EPG, B RA B EMORDI A K KA
HATU 7 T RO TR AARACR B A3 R A A 8 B WL 4 ol oA A
L LR EENEERZTE. BHENEERTERA L.
BP0 R T W 4 2 R & R B 2 O A -1 “RLB R
AR RMFEE. AL AER, REBEMERAME T LN
M SN e B R B sl AR B TE 2 0 LR XMELUARSZ . B R A 2 4B
AV, T IR A T REREN.

BRI R HAEDUS 1 T2 #0 7e B DRAY % 2R 75 o oE 7 0 i 3 50 BE
B —MRAIAR  RIUAE T BT e AR b /R o] LU W DSk B Y
MBI R, AT R 2 MR M 1] B R SR F AR, 2RO LR B Bl B
B SR . T R 2 R B R AF — IR AR BRI A
HLF LA R AT A (G B, TR 7R S AR IR R IR e A A
UL e B B AR 48 52 I TR P9 23 ik bR 3 0 0 SO ke LA B A R R
MLEIR M MBTH ZR S KB & BRI, SR LR
ARABFEE R B N BEU & A R BT IR AT, (IR 80— AT S B M SR
R BB B — X kg 7o A EMA B KR
ACBA BB i R [0 5 R R 2R AT

FROCE B B SO R B R A YRR Ay L B HL (2B EO RS B 881
AR RHET RS BT HIH 2 T . (b, X — R AR i e T 51 &1
Wl S e TOIE R . B 42 B i 2 5 WS 79 3 2 A A 4R B KUIG L 5 R 22
Ry & A R, RO RORR AR KRR B A SR8y B i . SR T X Pk
B L R T 45 R A T A AR A U — IR AR R R
BRIYERE - DRAMURS 14T HERMERGEW RS
X TALRE , [N - 32 7 [E] [ 0 30 5 o0 5 2 0 BE HE B DU | &F Jod R R A et
Ve 1 % (71 SR BB 3 L 1 U ) R 4 S 44 0 49 A

The following words are not to be understood literally or exactly but a certain
quality or meaning expressed by the word is being referred to. The tourist
industry is beginning to opern its eges, which it can hardly do literally. The
suggestion is that after a long period of inertia, attention is being paid to what is
happening.
Here are some other examples of metaphots in the passage:

their own hotels have slumbered

the guards’ actd comment

a vast football crowd

the three-day magnet
Comment on the suitability of the metaphor in each case.

Notice the following .
to their bewilderment (surprise, delight, etc. );
act as hosts; inadequate for the swarms; on holiday ;



tn a given time (but;start af a given time);
the same would apply to St Paul’s; the tourists are reminded of the charm;
the traveller must revel w swinging his arrs.

Word distinctions What is « comment and what is a commentary 2
amble , walk. strut, stride. stroll. saunter, tramp. plod

(a) The tired farm-worker home.

{(b) The horse slowly.__

(¢) They forty miles in search of work.

(d) The pompous( {] 1) official arrogantly ({2 Hh ).

(e) Couples by lazily. T

(f) He mugh the town enjoying the sunshine.

(g) He T out vigorously and angrily.

(h) He " because the bus had gone.
Short answers of The following questions, based on the reading passage. should be answered in
one sentence complete sentences but not much information is needed. Your answer should

however be expressed in your own words and not those of the book. This is

important.

1 How has the tourist situation changed in Britain recently?

2 Why are the tourists welcome ? (Do not begin the answer with ‘Because’. )

3  Why ate the tourits ‘less enchanted by the accommodation’ ?

4 Why is the tourist industry ‘surprised’ 9

5 What is suggested about the shape of the new luxury hotels?

6 What difficulties in finding accommodation face many visitors to London?

7  Why do people have difficulty in enjoying the Changing of the Guard?

8 What suggestion has been made about how to reduce overcrowding in
Westminster Abbey?

9  Why do Londoners avoid Oxford Street?

10 Why does the homeward-bound traveller revel in ‘swinging his arms and
expanding his chest’ ?

Longer answers to Three essentials
questions 1 Keep within the number of words stated.
The maximum may not be exceeded. but this figure also suggests a minimum.
Not moere than 70 suggests that 40 or even 50 words would be too few, as not
enough material is being included.
2 Use only information taken from the passage.
But make sure you include ali the relevant information. Check all through the
passage to see that everything is in your answer.
Consider . however. if all you have extracted is really relevant. This assessment
of relevance demands careful reading and thinking.
3 Express the material from the passage in your own words.
Do not go to extremes in trying to do this. ‘A farmer’ need not become ‘a
cultivator“or ‘an earthquake’ ‘a violent convulsion of the earth’. A single word
of this kind may of course be retained when there is no suitable equivalent. But

longer word groups do not appear in their original form. Usually they metely



