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1 Talking about yourself, starting a
- conversation, making a date

1.1 Conversation [=)

John:

Anne:

John:

Anne:

John:

Anne:

John:

Anne:

John:

Anne:

John:

Excuse me, is anybody sitting here?

Uh no . .. no, here, let me move my purse from the chair.

Oh, thank you. Say, haven't I seen you with Jack Davidson?

I work with Jack Davidson. How do you know Jack?

Oh, Jack and I went to school together. What sort of work do you
do?

Oh,I ... Iwork on commercial accounts at the trust company with
Jack. Um .. what do you do?

I’'m a telephone installer — I just happen to be working on this
street the last couple of days. I should introduce myself — my
name’s John Spencer:

Well pleased to meet vou! I'm Anne Kennedy.

Happy to know you. Do you hve around here?

Yeah, 1 live in the neighborhood — 11's real convenient to work.

Oh, it sounds like . ..
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[fade]
John: ... Are you doing anything tonight?
Anne: Oh ... uh, sorry, I'm afraid I'm busy tonight.

John: Well how about tomorrow? Maybe we could go to a movie.

Anne: Hey, that sounds like a great idea! Um ... do you like comedies?

John: Oh yeah, 1like comedies . .. uh, let’s see, what could we see? How
about Bread and Chocolate? 1 think that’s playing over at . ..

Anne: Ah ... .

John: ... on Main Street there.

Anne: That’s a great idea.

John: Well I guess, uh, we should meet about eight o’clock then, *cause I
think the movie starts about eight-thirty. Uh, where would be a

good place to meet?
Anne: There’s ... uh ... there’s a clock tower near the movie theater. We

could meet there at about eight.
John: OK. That sounds good. See you tomorrow, then.
Anne: I'll see you then. Goodbye!
John: Bye-bye.
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1) Say, haven't I seen you with Jack Davison? say XERRELIS| ST L. ik
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1.2 Presentation: talking about yourself

The presentation sections in this book usually give you some new
expressions to learn. But for now, use the English you already know. The
aim of the following three exercises is to give you a chance to get used to the
methods that will be used throughout the book. Try to ask as many short
questions as possible to get as much information as you can from your
partner in each exercise. Try to answer in long sentences; keep talking; do
not just say Yes or No. If you don’t know what to say or how to
continue, ask your teacher.
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1.3
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EDUCATION

EMPLOYMENT

FREE TIME

TRAVEL

Exercise

Get together with another student. Introduce yourselves first and then find
out about each other. Be friendly. Your teacher will demonstrate first.
Here are some ideas to start off with, but ask for as much detail as possible.
Ask about his or her:

Brothers and sisters. Parents. Childhood ~ happy? Home — where does he
or she live?

Many or just a few? What do they talk about and do together? Is it easy to
make new friends?

Different schools, colleges, or universities. Favorite subjects at school and
why. Diplomas and degrees. Future plans.

Present job. What exactly does he or she do? Advantages and disadvantages.
Previous jobs — details. Future plans.

Hobbies. Sports. TV, radio, movies, What does he or she do on weekends
and in the evening? What does he or she like to read?

Countries visited. Parts of own country he or she knows. Languages.
Favorite kind of vacation. Future plans.

After everyone has finished, tell the whole class the most interesting
things you found out about your friend.

1.4

Exercise

Get together with a different student from the one you talked with in 1.3.
Look at the questionnaire below. Help each other to fill in the blanks.
Discuss how to answer the more difficult questions.

When you have finished, compare your answers with another pair of
students. Give your completed questionnaire to your teacher to read and
correct. )




(.

Questionnaire

Last name
First name
Nationality
Permanent address

Present address

Occupation or subject you are studying

High school education

Degrees or other qualifications
Other education ind language courses

What foreign languages do you speak and how well?

Have you ever lived in a place where people speak English most of the time? I so,
for how long?

What English textbooks have you used?

When do you (or will you) need to use English?

In what areas does your English need the most improvement?

What is the main thing that you hope to get from this course?

1.5

Exercise

Imagine that you are at a cockrail party with the rest of the class. At a
cocktail party everyone stands with a drink, chats for a few minutes to one
guest, and then is expected to circulate and move on to another guest.
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The host or hostess (your teacher) normally speeds up the circulation by
introducing guests to each other.
Now stand up and have a party! Talk to as many people as possible.

1.6 Presentation: starting a conversation

It is often difficult to make contact with strangers who speak another lan-
guage — unless you know a few opening gambits, of course!
Here are some useful ways of starting a conversation with a stranger:

Nice day, isn’t it?

Horrible weather we're having.

Excuse me, is anybody sitting here?

Say, don’t I know you from somewhere?

Sorry, I couldn’t help overbearing — did you mention something about . .
Excuse me, have you got a light?

Uh, could you help me, I'm looking for ...

Think of some situations where you would use each of these opening
gambits. Decide with your teacher when they would be appropriate and
what you might say next. Do people in your neighborhood start conver-
sations with strangers in lineups, in stores, in buses?
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1.7 Communication activity
To practice ways of starting a conversation, the class is divided into two
groups: A and B. If you are in group A, look at communication activity 1§1
at the back of the book; if you are in group B, look at communication
activity 38.

1.8 Presentation: making a date

After you have made contact and had a short conversation, you may want
to arrange another meeting. These are expressions you can use to arrange
to meet someone:

Uh, are you going to be busy this evening?

Um, I was thinking of going to a movie tonight. Would you like to come?

Are you doing anything tonight? I was wondering if yow'd like to go to a
movie with me.

I'm going to a play with a group of friends. Would you like to join us?

YEs! That'd be very nice.
I'd love to.
That’s a great idea.

No! Sorry, I'm afraid I'm busy tonight.
Tonight’s a problem. What about tomorrow night?
Sorry, I've got people coming over tonight.

Think of some possible situations that you would use each of these

expressions in. Decide with your teacher when each expression would be
appropriate and what you might say before and after.
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1.9 Exercise

Make up conversations from the cues below, using ¢<pressions presesred
in 1.8. Follow this pattern:

A: I'm going to have some people over for dinner tomorrow night.
Would you like to join us?
B: Oh, I'm afraid I'm busy tomorrow night.
A: Some other time maybe?
B: Sure. Thanks for asking me.

movie picnic

play football game

drink swimming

lunch/dinner - drive

dancing roller skating
1.10 Exercise

Get up again and try to make a date with the people you contacted
carlier. One way to begin might be: Obh, it’s nice to see you again. How
are you?

Remember that if you become too friendly or emotional, the person you
are talking to may think you want a favor or that you are not sincere. Of
course, if you are not friendly enough, you will sound rude. ]
Keep experimenting and practicing until you feel comfortable with the
expressions in this unit.

1.11 - Written work

Discuss each of the folloWing with your teacher before you do them
yourself. Decide on the best way to approach each one:



1 Imagine two people meeting for the first time and write the conversa-
tion between them in dialogue form.

2 Imagine that you are writing your first letter to an American pen pal.
Introduce yourself, so that hé or she has an impression of what kind of
person ‘you are.

3 Write a letter inviting an American acquaintance to spend the weekend
with your family.
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