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Foreword

Since the turn of the twentieth century, the virgin forests in
the eastern mountains of Northeast China, which in many places
disappeared abruptly, have been destroyed by large scale indus-
trial logging. The forerunner JI. B. Konapoe pointed out: “Forest
overcutting appeared in the end of the nineteenth century in
Northeast China and became more serious in the 1920s. ”A book,
named Papers on Railroad in the Northern of Northeast China
and Middle Eastern which published in Harbin in 1922, quoted a
great deal of data to describe the diédppearance of the forest
sea. The authore wrote, “Northeast China was a forest sea in the
past, ---but in many places the forests were destroyed by axes
and sawes and fire, --*and disappeared gradually as the colonia-
lists strengthened his rule in the area ”,and “From Harbin to the
boundary between China and Russia, there was a great tract of
forests 25 years ago, but now (1920s) it is hard to find the virgin .
forests remained because of no regeneration and ﬁlaxltation. ”

In view of history lossons, the Ministry of Forestry and
Land Reclamation promulgated a policy in 1952 that was to close )
hillsides to facilitate afforestation for secondary forest regions
and barren hills. Then in 1959, the secondary forest management
simposium was hold in Tianshui of Ganshu Province. We thought
that the forestry strategy which was to close hillsides to facilitate
afforestation practiced on the old cuttintg blank in 1930s was very
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successful in ghe forestry history of China, which had not only a
rich and solid ecology foundation but also stratogic value on the
forestry economic development in a broad and longterm view.

Under the historical background above, we deeply felt to im-
prove the present situation to shoulder heavy responsibilities and
desired discovering the secret of secondary forests. Since 1963,al-
most all the members of the Forest Ecology Group have engaged
in the research of this field. In the past three decades, we ob-
tained a lot of data by using the method combining located inves-
tigation with extensive field investigation. Especially since we ac-
cepted the program, management technology of secondary forests
from the Ministry of Forestry in 1978, we have been stimulated
1o do our best on it. Now we compile all the research results into
a book and hope that it will be beneficial to forestry development
and its roadship.

The book is an achievement obtained by the faculty’ s and
students’ efforts in the process of teaching, research and produc-
tion, and is also a collective work which enjoys much support by
encouragers and supporters. As its being published, our special
thanks goes to all the people involved.

We are most appreciative of thé instruction, for decades, of
Prof. Wang Zhan and Prof. Zhou Chongguang. Special thanks
goes to Prof.Yeh Chu Wang for both his help and encouragement
and writing the preface. We thank Dr. Dong Zhiyong. Lin Shuyi
and Lin Shengou from the Ministry of Forestry for their help and
support from beginning to end. We are also indebted to the late
President Xiu Gughan, from‘ the University, for his persistent
care and support of the research, and meanwhile cherish our ,
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memory of him. In addition, we are also appreciative of the zeal -
and support during the mutual "Work ‘and providing data of
Prof. Li Jingwen, Prof. Zhan angzl\en s Proi. Ding Baoyong and
Associate Prof. Hu Z_heﬁgchéng. We also thank Mr. Ju Yonggui,
the general engineer of Manérsha‘n Forestry Farm of Northeast
Forestry University, Mr. Zhang S}\iying, the head, and all its
technicians for their work and assistance in the research pro-
cess. We also thank all the graduate and undergraduate students
associated with the research for their hard work. Finally, we
thank all the members of Liangshui Natural Reserves for their
assisatnce in the control research of secondary forests vs. virgin
forests. \

The book is divided into 12 chapters which include 7 topics:
Forest site, structure of secondary forest, population and commu-
nity eéology, function of forest ecosystem, productivity ecology,
forest benefits and management. After each chapter was complet-
ed by the specific authors, Prof.Chen Dake was responsible for

final editing.

Authors
March 12, 1993
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