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INTRODUCTION TO THE TOEFL
(Preface)

The word “TOEFL” is an abbreviation for “Test of English as a
Foreign Language”. The major purpose of the TOEFL test is to
evaluate the English proficiency of people whose native language
is not English. The test uses a multiple choice format and is
given.in a single seeion of about three hours, including the time
required for admitting examinees. It consists of three sections:

1. Listening comprehension—measures ability to understand
spoken English.

2. Structure and written expression—measures ability to rec-
ognize language that is appropriate for standard written English.

3. Vocabulary and reading comprehension—measures ability
to understand non-technical reading matter.

In 1985, more than 400,000 people registered to take the
TOEFL test. It was'given at more than 1100 test centers in 170
countries and areas. More than 2300 colleges and universities in
the United States and Canada, as well as in other countries where
English is the tanguage of instruction, require the applicants whoe
are not native spcakers of English to take the test. In addition.
many other institutions, government agencies, and scholarship
programs use TOEFL scores.

The TOEFL is written and adminmstered by Educational
Testing Service (ETS) of Princeton, New Jersey. There are

three different administrations of TOEFL: Institutional; Special;
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and International. The format is basically the same for each;

however, the length and uses may be different.

Format of Recent TOEFL Exams
Length and number of

questions
Administration Subject Area Time * Number of
(Minutes) Questions
Institutional:
Listening Comprehension 35 50 questions
Structure and Written Ex- 25 40 questions
pression '
Reading Comprehension 45 60 questions
and Vocabulary
International 1 hr 45 min150 questions
and Special:

Listening Comprehension 35 50 questions
Structure and Written Ex- 35 60 questions
pression

Reading Comprehension 65 90 questions
and Vocabulary

2 hrs 15 min200 questions

*Note: Time limits may change from time to time. Although the actual testing

time is about two hours, extra time is required for admitting examinees,



completing identifying information on answer sheets, and distributing and

collecting test materials.

At the request of many colleges and universities requiring
the TOEFL test score, the TOEFL program will offer a written test
at one administration in PRC during the 1986-87 testing year.
Examinees who take the TOEFL test in May 1987 will be required
to write a short essay. _

The purposé of the writing test is to provide you with an
opportunity to demonstrate your ideas on paper, to support those
ideas with examples or evidence, and to compose in standard
written English. The writing test score will not affect the total
TOEFL score. It will, however, help colleges and universities ev-
aluate the level of your writing proficiency.

How to Mark Your Answer Sheet

The illustration below shows you both the correct way and the in-
correct ways to mark your answer sheet. Be sure to fill in the
ovals correctly. |
correct incorrect incorrect - incorrect incorrect
200 A®XD ABED AB0D ABOO
Look at the following exampie to see how you should mark
your answer sheet.

Sample Answer
®® OO
Washington D.C. is the capital of .
(A) the United States |
(B) Canada



(C). Mexico
(D) the Netherlands

The correct answer to this example is (A) “the United
States”. Therefore, you would fill in with your pencil the oval
that contains the letter “A”.

If you wish to change an answer, completely erase your first
answer and fill in your new one. Be sure to fill in the answer
spaces carefully and completely so they can be accurately scored
by the test scoring machine.

Section I Listening Comprehension

"7 In this section of the test, you will listen to a recording. At the
beginning of the recording, there is an introductory statement by
cach of the speakers. If you cannot hear the statement clearly,
raise your hand so the supervisor can correct the condition before

"7 "the actual test begins.

In this section of the test, you will have an opportunity to
demonstrate your ability to understand s;ﬁbken English. There
are three parts to this section, with special directions for each
part.

Part A

Directions: For each questiori in Part A, you will hear a short
sentence. Each sentence will be spoken just once. The sen-
tences you hear will not be written out for you. Therefore, you
must listen carefully to understand whag the speaker says.

After you hear a sentence, read the four choices in your test
book, marked (A), (B), (C), (D), and decide which one is closest

4.



in meaning to the sentence you heard. Then, on your answer
sheet, find the number of the question and fill in the space that
corresponds to the letter of the answer yoﬁ have chosen. Be
sure to fill in the space so that the letter inside the oval cannot be
seen.

Example: Sample Answer
& B OeD
You will hear: Mary swam out to the island with her friends.
You will read: (A) Mary outswam the others.
(B) Mary ought to swim with them.
(C) Mary and her friends swam to the island.
(D) Mary’s friends owned the island.
The speaker said, “Mary swam out to the island with her
friends.” Sentence (C) “Mary and her friends swam out to the
island” is closest in meaning to the sentence ybu heard.

Therefore, you shouid choose answer (C).
Part B

Directions: In part B you will hear short conversations between
two speakers. At the end of each conversation, a third person
will ask a question about what was said. You will hear each
conversation and gquestion about it just once. Therefore, you
must listen carefully to understand what each speaker says.
After you have heard the conversation and the question about it,
read the four possible answers in your test book and decide which
one is the best response to the question you heard. Then, on

your answer sheet, find the number of the question and fill in the

. 5.



space that corresponds to the letter of the answer you have
chosen.

Example: Sample Answer
® ®OD®

You will hear:

(man) Professor Smith is going to retire soon.
What kind of gift shall we give her?
(womam) I think she’d like to have a photograph of our
class.
(third voice) What does the woman think the class should
do?

You will read: (A) Present Professor Smith with a .picture.

(B) Photograph Professor Smith
(C) Pat glass over the photo graph
(D) Replace the broken headlight.

From the conversation you learned that the woman thinks
Professor Smith would like a photograph of the class. The best
answer to the question “What does the woman think the class
should do?” is (A) “Present Professor Smith with a picture.”

Therefore, you should choose answer (A).
Part C

Dircctions: In this part of the test, you will hear several short
talks and conversations. After each of them you will be asked
somc gucstions. You will hear the talks, conversations and the
questions about them just one time. They will not be written

out for you. Therefore, you must listen carefully in order to

*
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understand what each speaker says.

After you hear a question, read the four possible answers in

your test book and decide which one is the best answer to the

question you heard. Then, on your answer sheet, find the num-

ber of the question and fill in the space that corresponds to the

letter of the answer you have chosen.

Listen to this sample talk.

You will hear:

(man) Balloons have been used for about a hundred

years. There are two kinds of sport balloons,
gas and hot-air. Hot-air balloons are safer
than gas balloons, which may catch fire.
Hot-air balloons are preferred by most bal-
loonists in the United States because of their
safety. They are also cheaper and casier to
manage than gas balloons. Despite the ease
of ope{zft'i.ng a balloon, pilots must watch the
weathe¥ carefully. Sport balloon fiiéhté are
best €afly in the morning or late in- the after-
noon, when the wind is light.

Now look at' the following example:

You will hear:

Sampll? AMEWer
o JCEK 3

(woman) WHY are’ g# Bativons considered dangerous?

You will read;

(A) They ar® impossible to guide.
(B) They nlay go up in flames.



(C) They tend to leak gas.
| (D) They are cheaply made.
The best answer to the question “Why are gas balloons con-
sidered dangerous?” is (B) “They may go up in flames”.
Thierefore, you should choose answer (B).

Section II Structure and Written Expression

This section is designed to measure your ability to recognize lan-
guage that is appropriate for standard written English. There
are two types of questions in this section, with special directions
for each type.

Dircctions-A: These questions are incomplcte sentences.  Below

each sentence you will see four words or phrases marked (A},
(B), (C) and (D). Choosc the one word or phrase that best
completes the sentence. Then, on your answer sheet, find the
number of the question and fill in the space that corresponds to
the letter of the answer you have chosen. Fill in the space so

that the letter inside the oval cannot be seen.

Example: Sample Answer
® B OO
Vegetables arc an excellent sousce  vitamins.
(A) of (B) has (C) where (D) that

The sentence should read “Vegetables are an excellent

scurces of vitamins”.  Therefore, you should choose answer (A).

inrections-B: In these questions, each sentence has four under-

8.



lined words or phrases. The four underlined parts of the sen-
tence are marked A, B, C, and D. Identify the one underlined
word or phrase that must be changed in order for the sentence to
be correct. Then, on your answer sheet, find the number of the
question and fill in the space that corresponds to the letter of the
answer you have chosen..

Example: - Sample Answer
VR D)

A ray of light passing through the center of a thin lens keep
A B C

its original direction.
D

The sentence should read “A ray of light passing through the
center of a thin lens keeps its original direction”. Therefore,

vou should choose answer (C).

Section II1 Vocabulary and Reading
Comprehension

This section is designed to measure your comprehension of
standard written English. There arc two types of guestions in

this section, with special directions for each type.

Directions-A: In questions each sentence has an underlined word

or phrase. Below each sentence are four other words or
phrases. marked (A), (B), {C) and (D). You are to chovse the
one word or phrase if substituted for the underlined word or

phrasc would best keep the meaning of the original sentence.

.9.



Then, on your answer sheet, find the mumber of the question and
fill in the space that corresponds to the letter you have chosen.
Fill in the space so that the letter inside the oval cannot be seen.

Example: Sample Answer

®® ® 0

Passenger ships and aircraft are often equipped with ship-to-

shore or air-to-land radio telephones.

(A) highway

(B) railroad

(C) planes

(D) sailboats

The best answer is (C) because “Passenger ship and planes
are often equipped with ship-to-shore or air-to-land radio tele-
phones” is close in meaning to the original sentence.” Therefore,

you should choose answer (C).

Directions-B: In the rest of this section you will read several pas-

sages, each one followed by several questions about it. For each
question, you are to choose the one best answer: (A), (B), (C),
or (D). Then, on your answer sheet, find the number of the
question and fill in the oval that corresponds to the letter of the
answer you have chesen.

Answer alf questioris following a passage on the basis of what
is stated or asked i» that passage.

Read the following sample passage.

The rattlés with which a rattlesnake warns of its presence arc
formed by I6osely #terlocking hollow rings of hard skin. which

o



make a buzzing sound when it§ tail 1s shaken. As a baby, the
snake begins to form its rattles from the button' at the very tip of
its tail. Thereafter Qach time it sheds its skin, a new ring is
formed. Popular belief holds that a snake’s age can be told by
counting the rings, but this idea is fallacious. In fact, a snakc
may lose its old skin as often as four times a year. Also rattles

tend to wear or break off with time. |

Example 1: Sample Answer
® ®OD
A rattlesnake’s rattle is made out of ‘
(A) skin (B) bone (C) wood (D) muscle
According to the passage, a rattlesnake’s rattle is made out
of rings of hard skin. Therefore, you should choose answer (A).

Example 2: Sample Answer

A®O®D

How often does a rattlesnake shed its skin?

(A) once every four years

(B) once every four months

(C) up to four times every year

(D) four times more often than ot¥er snakes

According to the passage, a rattlesnake sheds its skin up to
four times every year. Therefore, you should choose answer

(©)-

As ‘mentioned, beginning from May 1987, you will have the
opportunity to demonstrate your ability to write an essay in
English. You will have thirty minutes to write 200-300 words on
a general topic. Specific or detailed knowledge of the topic is
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not necessary. You have to plan on taking at least twenty mi-
nutes to write your essay after you have read the instructions and
made notes.

The two sample topics printed below are similar to the topic
you will be asked to write about on the actual test.

Writing Test Sample Topic A

Many people enjoy very active, physical recreation like sports,
athletics and exercise. Other people prefer to spend their leisure
time participating in more intellectual activities like reading,
listening to music, or going to see a film. Describe one or two
benefits of physical pastimes and one or two benefits of intellec-
tual pastimes. Compare these two ways of spending free time
and explain which you think might be more useful to someone
your age.

Writing Test Sample Topic B

The two charts below show the percentage of the Earth’s surface
area and the percentage of the world’s population for each of the
seven continents, What do these two charts tell you? Write

one or more paragraphs that convey the information in the col-

umns.
Area and Population of Continents
Area Population
Asia 30% Asia 58%
Africa 20% Europe 16%
North America 16% Africa 11%
South America 12% North America 9%
Antarctica 9% South America 5%
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