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CHINA MINERAL RESOURCES SITUATION ;
IN THE EARLY 21ST CENTURY

Cao Xinyuan Chen Xiaoning Peng Lisheng

China is one of the few countries in the world that own rich mineral resources. Ac-
cording to an approximately estimate on the grass potential value of mineral reserves of
various countries, China ranks in the third of the world (1990), but according to the esti-
mate of per capita, it ranks in the fifty-third, only reaches about the half of the world’ s
average level. This situation suggests that China is relatively insufficient of mineral re-
sources. Since 1949, the development and utilization of mineral resources in China have
achieved splendid results; but, besides rare metallic minerals, rare earth, part of nonferrous
metallic minerals and most of nonmetallic minerals; China is lacking in staple mineral re-
serves of their high-grade ores, such as iron, copper, oil, etc. , so their commodity supply
falls short of demand. The shortage of potash, platium group metals, diamonds and
chromite is all along sever in China.

On the basis of forecast results by means of input-output analysis technique, elasticity
coefficient analysis, per capita regression, nonlinear regression analysis and domestic-
abroad comparation, the trend of mineral resource situation in China in the early 21st cen-
tury can be predicted as fellows: 1. Domestic energy supply and demand structyre will be
changed, as China has great resources potentiality, the intense supply-demand contridiction
will be alleviated by increasing investment. 2. The growth of reserves and denand for tradi-
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tional staple metallic minerals will gradually go down, but the absolute demand for them
will unceasingly increase. 3. Both the product of and demand for most nonmetallic minerals
are vigorous. 4. The trade of mineral commodities with foreign countries tends to be more
active, the forecasted total annual trade volum of mineral commodities will respectively he

twice, triple and fourfold as much as that of 1990 in the year 2000, 2010 and 2020,
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