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PREFACE

In 1992, the Institute of Finance and Trade of Economics
(IFTE) of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciehces (CASS) and
the Institute of Public Administration (IPA) in the United States
of America had fulfilled the joint research study on China’s Ur-
ban Land Use and Management, with the assistance of the Chi-
nese Social Sciences Foundation and the American Ford Founda-
tions. In the pracess of the collaborative project, both the Chi-
nese and American scholars had acknowledged that the reform on
China’s urban land use would stimulate the reform of China’s ur-
ban housing system. And the study on the land use had laid good
foundation for the research on the housing system. It was a com-
mon aspiration of the both sides for more o'ppor’t'unit:ies of collab-
orate study on China’s urban housing. Discussions on the further
cooperation were made among the experts and scholars after the
international appraisal conference of the project, and a final a-
greement had been reached to set up a new joint research project
on China’s Urban Housing Reform, which was much honored a-
gain to win the strong assistance of the Chinese Social Sciences
Foundation and the American Ford Foundations. As a result,
the collection of research papers is presented here as the fruit of
this joint research project.

The special consultant of the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress and the Chinese Acaderny of Social Sci-
1
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ences Professor Liu Guoguang, a well —known economist and a
member of the Housing Reform Leadership Group under the
State Council was invited as the senior advisor. The project was
carried out under the direct leadership of Professor Zhang
Zhuoyuan, Director of the Institute of Economics, CASS and
President David Mammen, IPA, together with Professor Li
Yang, Deputy Director of IFTE and Associate Professor Shi Xi-
aokang. The main participants on the Chinese side were; Associ-
ate Professor Wang Lina, Institute of Economics; Associate Pro-
fessor Zhang Jingdong, IFTE; Associate Professor Liao
 Kangyu, Urban Research Center; Associate Professor Chen Xi- |
aowei and Zhang Jing, IFTE. | |
In the past three years of the collaborate study (from the be-
ginning of 1993 to the end of 1995), great efforts had been made
by the team members on case studies and field survey in many
-. Chinese cities, such as Shanghai, Jiangshu, Beijing, Guangdong
and Sichuan. Meanwhile, comparative studies had been conduct-
ed on the UK, Singapore and Hong Kong models. All these had
contributed a lot to a number of special working reports with u-
nique analysis and opinions, which were great input to this final
report. ' |
As it was planned in the schedule, the research team started

to work on the final report in the second half of 1994. The writ-
ing group consisted of Zhang Zhuoyuan, Li Yang, Zhang Jing-
- dong and Wang Lina. And Mr. Li Yang was the chief writer for
the final report with the background materials and part of report
draft prepared by Zhang- Jingdong, Wang Lina and Liao Kangyu.
Ms Wang Lina fulfilled the translation of the final report from
Chinese to English and Ms Chen Xiaowei completed editing of
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the Chinese version.

With the joint cfforts of the Chinese and American experts
and scholars. the primary draft of the final report was accom-
plished in the second half of 1995. Comments and opinions were
collected in various forms. We would like to take this opportuni-
ty to express out sincere thanks to the following experts who
gave us valuable and constructive comments. They are :I Senior
Fellow — Economics Regina Armstrong, Regional Plan Associa-
tion, New York; HDFC Professor Om Mathur, Ph. D. Housing
and Urban Economics, National Institute of Public Finance and
Policy, New Delhi, india;,[ndependent Consultant John Court-
ney, AIA, AICP, Washington, D. C; Director Aprodicio
Laquign, Ph. D. Center for Human Settlements, The University
of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada; Professor Tokue Shi-
bata, Ph. D., Keizai Universitv, Tokyo, Japan; Professor and
Chair Michael Douglass, Ph. D. Department of Urban and Re-
glonal Planning, University of Hawaii at Manoa; Vice President
and professor Wang Luolin, CASS; Vice President and professor
Su Xing, Umversxty of the Chinese Communist Party, Deputy
Director Xie Ping, Ph. D. the Department of Policy Research,
the People’s Bank of China; Director Shong Chunhua, Real Es-
tate Development Bureau, Ministry of Constructlon; President
Huang Xiaohu, the State Administration of Land Use; Deputy
" Director Li Xiaoxi, Ph. D., the Research Division under the
Stéi-te:_Counc:il; Professor Yémg Shengming, Director of IFTE and
Pr_dfe’ssor Yang Chongguang, Urban Research Center, CASS.

It is over ten years since the start of China’s urban housing
reform. During this period, partial and overall changes have tak-

en place with the enforcement of the government new policies
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and new regulations on the housing reform. The frequent change
of the situation has brought some difficulties for this three—year
long research project, since all the researchers hope their recom-
mendations and achievements would contribute directly to the so-
lution of the existing problems. In fact, the rapid change of the
objective situation not only brought difficulties for the collection
of data and materials, but also made some of our analysis and
policy recommendations lose immediate significance in dealing
with the newly —raised problems. That is probably a little pity
in our preparation for the publication of this book. Fortunately,
the objective of our research project was set on the long — term
strategic issues, which made most of our research recommenda-
tions still practical and of realistic importance even today.
Finally, all the opinions presented here are our one —sided
view. Whether they fit in with the reality of the housing reform
in China or any active impact they could produce are still issues
to be tested in future. We sincerely wish our readers could pre-

sent your views, comments and criticisms on the book.

March 1996 in Beijing.
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