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Max and Wendy were walking to a nature

park. They saw a boy flying a drone in a field.

“That must be fun,” said Max to the boy.

“Yes,” the boy replied. “I am helping my
father. He is a farmer, and this is our land. |
use the drone to find out how well our crops
are growing. You get a better idea from
the air than you do on the ground.* And it

means | don’t have so far to walk.”

The friends said goodbye to the boy and
walked through a wood to the nature park.
There they met Jane, the manager. She was

very upset.

“A pair of swans has made a nest on the far

side of the lake,” she said.

“Their eggs hatched last month, and they
have seven baby swans. | have watched
them get bigger and counted them every
day. There is always a danger that baby
swans will be eaten by other birds or by fish
in the lake.* But, so far, all seven are still alive.
This morning, however, | cannot find any

of them. The parent swans are swimming

Technology to the Rescue

g

é, ~Words
detective /d1 "tektiv/
n. iR

rescue / reskju:/
n. 8

drone /drasn/
n. It A

crop /krop/
n. E#H

upset /Ap set/
adj. ;HTE/
swan /swpn/
n. X#5

nest /nest/

N m

hatch /haet[/
v. B, R

so far
= ETp Syl

"= Notes

1. You get a better idea from the air
than you do on the ground. MX
bt FEFER.

2. There is always a danger that baby
swans will be eaten by other birds
or by fish in the lake. KISEER%E
SEREMESEAFIEHENENRIEN
feki,
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around looking for them. They are
in great danger on their own. | have
been looking for them in my small
boat, but | cannot reach every part of

the nature park.”

Wendy raised her hand.

“I have an idea,” she said. “Shall we

ask the farmer’s son if he can help us

with his drone?”

Max and Wendy set out for the

farm where they met the boy.* They
explained what had happened and

he agreed to come back with them.

Back at the nature park, Jane pointed
out to the boy where she had been
unable to search. He flew the drone
over the area. Suddenly, he asked

Jane to look at his camera.

“I think | can see the swans,” he said.

Jane looked closely at the camera.



Technology to the Rescue

é/AWords

unable /aAn e1bl/
adj. Ioi&

trap /treep/

v. B{E

pond /pond/
n. jhiE

slip /slip/

V. 8

shallow / [zlaw/
adj. %8

set off

HER, g

“Yes,” she agreed. “They seem to be trapped

in a little pond. | can see them trying to get
out, but they keep slipping back. | cannot
get there by boat because the water is too
shallow. But | can put on my rubber boots

and walk through the water. Max and Wendy,

can you help me?”

Jane gave the two children long rubber "— Notes

boots and nets to pick up the baby swans. 3, Mak and Wisndy set out for the

They set off walking round the far side of the farm where they met the boy. €%
. RSN a1 TEE BN EE
nature park. At last, they reached the little E’\]ZQI%L s AETRS

pond where the baby swans were trapped.* 4. At last, they reached the little
pond where the baby swans were
trapped. &4, 1A TREXES
could not fly. EENIIELE,

They were easy to rescue because they
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Jane was very grateful. She told the farmer’s
son that he could have a job working in
the park if he wanted to. And she told the
children that she would name two of the

baby swans after them.

“You must come back to visit your swans,”

she said. “You are welcome any time.”

9

ym.Words

grateful / greitfl/
adj. RGHAY
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Jim was a cowboy. His father was a cowboy.
And his grandfather was a cowboy too. They
lived on a ranch in Texas*. Jim’'s favourite
things to do were to ride his horse and throw

his lasso. Jim would throw his lasso around

anything: rocks, cans, even his little sister.

"~ Notes

2. Texas 552 M, 2EEE KM,

Jim loved the living on a
ranch. But his father thought
he should learn about the big
City too. So, Jim went to live
with his uncle for the summer.
His uncle lived in a fancy
apartment. Jim brought his

horse and his lasso.

His uncle said, “You can’t
have a horse in the big city!

Get that thing out of here!”

“Where can | keep it?” Jim

asked.

“Ride out to the desert,” his

uncle said.

Jim rode his horse through
the city and out into the
desert. He threw his lasso
lazily into the air, over and

over.* Then, his lasso stopped!

3. He threw his lasso lazily into the air, over and over. i TFEIT KIIEER AN —RAEE

.‘Io.



It was hovering in mid-air! He had caught

something invisible!

Jim poked his finger at the invisible thing.
And an old man appeared. He was wearing
a long white robe. And he had a long white

beard. He was holding an hourglass.

“Who are you?” Jim asked.

“I'm Father Time!” the man said. “Let me go!
Time has stopped everywhere in the world.

And it's your fault!”

“Why should | believe you?” Jim asked.

“Can you hear the wind blowing? Can you

see the clouds moving?” Father Time asked.

It was awfully quiet. But Jim wanted to be
sure. He put Father Time on his horse and

rode into the big city.

The big city was motionless. Everything was
frozen in place. It was true! He had lassoed

Father Time!

The Capture of Father Time

9

I.;\.Words
capture / kaept[a/
n. 3R

ranch /ra:ntf/
n. Y17

lasso / 'laesas/

n. ER; v BERER

fancy / 'faensi/
adj. BEMN, FEHN

apartment /2 ' pa:tmant/

/NS

desert / 'dezat/
n. ¥hi&E

hover / hova/
v. B

invisible /1n"vizabl/
adj. [

poke /pawk/

v. &

appear /s p1a/
v. I

robe /rosb/
n. ¥

hourglass / avagla:s/
n. ik

motionless / mas [nlas/
adj. #1EaY

frozen /frovzn/

adj. AR1ERY, FHIARRY

.‘n.






