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January 1

New Year’s Day-

“Happy new year” “The same to you, and many more”. These
are the familiar greetings throughout the western world. T he
words may be different, but new year greetings are the same,
Down through history, a new year began for the Egyptians when
the life-giving waters of the Nile River overflowed their banks.
The early Britons taok the first day of spring as a new year. As
cmllzatlon advanced, a calendar based on the seasons was no
longer practical, and in 45 B. C. the Roman Emperor Juliys Cae,sar
ordered the adoption of a new calendar. The Romans chos¢
Janu 1 as the first day of the year and so it has remained in all
parts of the Western world, even though the Gregorian calendar
was in general use since 1582, The name of January derives from
Janus, the Roman god of beginnings, endings, openings _and'
closings.

greeting n. ‘ rﬁ]ﬁ, A, R

lifc-giving a. '  BTEAN .
B. C. Before Christ - AJGHI

Gregorian [gra'go:rion] a. ¥ B FHR)

derive [di'raiv] vi. B8, JRAEH
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New Year’s Gifts

New year’s Day was a time for exchanging gifts long before the
custom became associated with Christmas. Among the Romans
such gifts were called Strenac, 4 word sdid to be derived from
the goddess of luck, Strenia. At first the gifts were branehes from
sacred trees meant to wish recipients an auspicious new  year.
Eggs, the anciént symbol, were exchanged at the Pérsian neéw year.
In Rome the custom developed of presenting gifts to the emperor.
Giving ‘gifts at New year wis also common practicé ‘among ‘the
ordi'nary English i)eople.- ‘Gloves-were a wsial gift, when money
was presented in place of gloves, the money was referred to as
“glove ‘money”. Pins were desirable gifts, too. The English
continued to exchanged presénts at new year after they had ‘settled

) H

in America.

sacred ['seikrid] a. CHOMH, HXEAY
auspicious [2:s'pifas] a. SR, HFEER
pins | KT

dcsirable [di'zaiorobl] a. BOm, &8N
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January 3

New Year s G ( hermgs ’
o aam

The practice of visiting friends continued until the first years of this
centry. It was a gala time when everyone: held:opén house and,
laid out enormous feats for anyone who shouid' drdp in, whether,
friend or stranger. To neglect this-annual visit was a terribleslight.:
In time the custom was-gbused; the distinction between: privacy:
and sociability was ignored-and troops.af unwanted gnests dropped:
in the open houses, using them as.eating abd drinkingstatioh.
So people changed the custom: and send invitation to special guests:

for their own protection. = - ¢ oo
gala [g'a:lo] n. o
feast m. - :oot oo U EREE L e iy

abuse [o'bju:z] »r. e R VBRI o s s
sociability [ soufo'biliti] #n. 3L, Bk
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American Presidential Activities on

the New Year

George Washingtdn, on his first New year’s as president, initiated
the custom of holding a public reception. Washington’s successor,
John Adams, held the first: New year’s reception in the White
House in 1800, Thomas Jefferson, the first Democratic President,
kept the practice alive. The receptions continued. until the Pre-
sidency of ‘Franlin:T). Roosevelt because of his health.

President Lincoln chose January 1 of 1863 as thé date to issue the
Emancipation proclamation. The day subsequently was celebrated
by Black people as Emzincipation Day.

public reception A fAx#:fFH, EF$ _LFRopen hours
Emancipation [i, m@nsi'pei{on] proclamation WBEREE
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HUMOUR

Patient: Doctor, when I'm better, will I be able to play the guitar ?
Doctor: Of course you will.
Patient: That’s great ! I’ve never been able to play it before.
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Mickey Mouse

People in general hate mice, but one mouse has won the
hearts of the people all over the world—thc famous Mickey Mouse.,

Fifty years ago most movies' werg silent. - A man named
Walt Disncy made a cartoon mouse that could talk in his movies,
He named his mouse Mickey Mouse. People were very excited
at the talking mouse. Soon Mickey became a great success with
both young and old people. Children loved to see their lovely
friend, because he brought joy and laughter to them.

Mickey was a clean mouse right from the beginning. - . Pethaps
this is one reason why people who hate zeal mice love Mickey
Mouse. In his early life Mickey made some mistakes. People
were very aungry. They wrote to Disney and said that they did
not want Mickey to do silly things. As there were certain things
that Mickey could not do, Disney made a new animal named
Donald Duck. He also made a dog called Plute. This dog does
stupid things and makes mistakes wherever he goes. Now our
Mickey Mc:: 72 is not only clean, but more important, he appears
as a star of beauty and wisdom, He has his friends in almost
every country. |
Mickey Mouse ['mikimaus] n. X EH
cartoon [ka:'tu:n} n. - k@, shwmkA
Donald Duck B Zns
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. What kind of ball moves, but is never thrown or caught?'
. What is the smallest: bridge in the world?
.- What never runs, but can be caught? - -
. It is-cold and white, . .

It falls from the sky, ~ - = - - Lo Lad
- The more you dry it in*the sun, -~ - - |

The wetter. it becomes,:: i R
‘What is #t? i
--5, Two little. ‘brothers . - o L
LEive near each other,

One lives on one side, = « =~~~ ¢

The other on the other side, ‘

They hear what you say,

But they don’t see each other.

riddle {vidl}'n. FE{E

ANSWER:
1. an eyeball 2. the bridge of a nose : ~
3. a COld 4. | SHOW ‘ 5. ears



January 7

A Strange “‘Letter”

My neighbour’s children love playing hide-and-seek as all
children do, but no one expected that a game they played last
week would be réported in the focal newspaper : '

One afternoon, they were playmg in ‘the ‘street jh'ét butside’
the post—office. Young Lan, who is only five years old, found‘
thé perfect place to hide!" His 51ster Janet, had shut her'eyes and
was’ countmg up to tem’ ‘when Lan notlced that the small metal’
door of the letter—box had ‘Been Teft open "T'hé postian had
Just taken all the lettels out and had" gone into the post—oﬂice to
see if there were any parcels. Lan ‘climbed into the letter-box
and pulled the door from the inside s8 hard that it locked. Soon
realizing what he had done, heé becamie very frightened and started
crying. Meanwhile, Jahet was looking fof"Him everywhere but
couldn’t find him. It was lucky she happened to stop outside the'
letter-box and hear her brother’s cries. She 1mmed1ately ran
to tell the postman who hurried out to unlock the metal door,
Lan was now free, but he had such a bad fright that he could
not stop cnying - The postniah however soon found a way of
makmg lnm Jaugh again. He told him that next time he wanted
to hide in a letter-box, he should remember to stlck a stamp on.
himself! .

hide-and-seek n. {7 2Ki%
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Electricity

Almost everyone today uses electricity in one way or another,
and it is bard to imagine what life in our largé towns would be
like without it. Electricity lights the streets and buildings, warms.
and houses, heats food__' in cookers or cools it in refrigerators,
works trains and trolley bﬁses, traffic lights and lifts, and drives
the machines in factories making all kinds of goods. And the
everyday wondérs of radio.and television use electricity to bring
entertainment and news to millions of families.

In villages and farms electrical, machines mllk the cows and
chep their food, coel the milk, and churn the butter. Indeed,
electricity finds as mﬁch work to do in the country as it does in
the town.

BEENRERET AREE, METE—KEEBEILE.
—(EIRW LN

Our greatest glory consists not in never falling, but in rising every
time we fall, | ' '

~—Goldsmith
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Hercules

Hercules lived in Greece a long time ago. When he was only
a baby, he was very strong. .

One night, when he was asleep, two huge :snakes came into his
room. He sat up and seized both snakes, and killed them.
Wher. Hercules grew up he was strong and brave.. He was never
afraid. ' .

The king was jealous because Hercules was strong and tall.
One day Hercules did something wrong, and the king said, ‘I shall
punish you. You will be my slave, and do twelve hard tasks
for me.’ o |

These tasks are called the twelve labours of Hercules.

Hercules (i@ﬁﬁ)ﬁﬁ%mﬂamﬁﬁ% ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁa @mm
FREER, RABIRLS, Bk -~ 1 -
Hercules i 35[&TEHENEP. TR, E]E%D?ﬁ#ﬁ_bﬁﬁ%
THE.GhER T ZHFEGERNES, TA--SE—TRE. RS
HOLISEARARGX B S, EERTEMARANE, kERERH. | . -
#WE (Herculesy FZALR T W# ZAMMALMEAER, L& % KR
TEISSW+H#EE. B, BERERSHEH, BRI TR D
THR LBEHRMA. IBXRFEHEIZL0CERITN = ﬁ:ﬁ
%o BER,E—HEXAD, AERHE,
BATR SR BER L iEaE. 81048 H’]lO%ﬁﬁ*E?ﬁﬁ kYA %
H~— 555 i



January 10

The First Libour

-~ HERCULES KILLS THE LION
In a beautiful valley there was a very fierce lion. The lion lived
in ‘a-den near.a temple. The people who lived in the valley were
afraid of the lion becausé it killed all the animals in the valley.

Sometimes it killed peaple. . - L TS :

The king said to Hercules, ‘You must go and kill the lion.’
The next day Hercules plcked up his bow and arrews and set off.

He walked for.along time and, at last, he saw the valley. Hercules
could not see any people in the valley.: . They were all inside their
houses. They were afraid of the terrible lion.

Near the valley there ‘was a tree: I will make 2 club with
that tree,” thought Hercules.

" © He rook hold of ‘the tree and pulled it up by the roots. Then
he cut off the branches with his knife and made a club. |
Now he was ready to go into the valley. Hercules went into
the valley and saw the beautiful temple. The lion’s den was near
the temple. . ” _‘ | -
| R (to be_"cérii‘i:nued)ﬁ N
set off | H %
den [den] n. - i
tuke hold of &

* 10 ~
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HERCULES KILLS THE LION
| (contmued)
Hercules hid in some bushes and watted LAt mght the lion came
back to its den near the temple. It looked very fierce and terrible,
and it-was covered wuh blood ‘-Ti‘:le lion h'a‘s jhst killéd somebody,’
thought -Hercules.® =~ .o o-c o FO el L et -
Hercules fixed an arrow in’his bow and waxted S11dden]y1he
li6n came nearcr, and Hercules shot ‘the arrow ! The arrow hit
the lion, but did not hurtit.  “The lion’s skm is very tough thought
Hercules, ' but he was not afraid, - .
The lion looked all round, and then showed.its téeth.. Hércules
shot anbther arrow. Agam the arrow Hit the llOIl but. d1d not
hurt it. -The lion’s skin was very tough. '
Hercules was ready to shoot another arrow when the lon
saw him. It lashed its tgil and sprang at him, -
“Hercules lifted his -club.and struck the lion on its head. The
club broke in two. The lion fell to 'the ground, but it-was not
dedd. Hercules seized the lion’s neck with both hands and killed
it. Hercules cut the skin off the lion and put it over his shoulders.
Then he went back to the king. ‘I have done the first task,’ said
he. After that Hercules always wore the lion’s skin, and he made
another club.
tough [taf] a. W2
lash its tail BRREE
spring at Fh i
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hostess was. in the small kitchen at the back of the aeroplane

preparing the trays for lunch. jg 3 kitchen f1 dunch XE4-
WAMER N trays ERE‘F RBT. . ¢

T B E R I S . P, He felt
narked at Tom’s unfuir criticism. When Tom neticed his
amoyance, he. stopped imtnediately;_ Bl L 3B narked L5 anno-
yance & UHIE, AT KIBE,
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The Invention of* -.G_qnpowder

China invented gunpowder made from nitre, sulphur.and chagcoal
- between 220 and 280-A. D. By.about the 10th centugy;. the use
of guppowder was. common in the Huanghe River vajley: . Emperor
Zhenzong of the Song dynasty (998—1022) set up a factery for
the manufacture of gunpowder of three distinct types at Kaifeog.
This was the earliest sophisticated use of gynpowder in the world.
In about the 12th or .13th century, gunpowder, was intraduced, to
Grecce and. Eur0pe via the Middle East. .~ .«

At first gunpowder was not used as a weapon but to power rockets
and firecrackers for the pleasure of spectators. It was later deve-
loped not only for military use, but for blasting mountains, civil
engineering and mining. Now, gunpowder. plays an important

role in industry and agriculture.

i ighlollnalpislablnblinalalalall.. el mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm&mﬂm
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Good manners are made up of petty g,ac_.glﬁces.
———l_?;rqe;'son
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v Wind Powes

“Man first'used the power of the wind when he hoisted sails on bodts
“and travelidd over the seas. Later on, he sed sails on land. He
‘built windriills, which caught the wind in their sails. Thé sails
drove a systern of wooden shafts and-gears to pump water from the
“ground or grind corn. :'Many of the later windmills had a revol-
-ving turret and a tail.vaie, which was like a rudder on a boat.
Many of the older kinds of windmills can still be'seen, partlcularl y
in the netherlands. Few, however, are actually used now. =~
Thé modern windmill is made ‘of steel and is often fourid on
farms. At the top of a tower is a wheel with many blades, ora 'pr'o-
peller, and a tail vane. Today, windmills are used for pumpmg
water and for generating el*ectncxty. |

hoist [hoist] vt. IR, TR

sail {seil] n. ks
gear [gig] n. ﬁ%’ %%%E _.
windmill n. WA

vane . S

blade [bleid] n. l}l'H‘v XA
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