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Lesson One

Text

What Is a Number?

In very early times number names only went up to five for
the five fingers on one hand. So, at first five was the biggest
number. Later people counted up to twenty. To them the
words ‘“‘one hand” meant five, “two hands” meant ten, “two .
hands and a foot” meant fifteen, and “both hands and feet”
meant twenty. And twenty was their highest number.

But twenty was not big enough. Suppose a shepherd
had to couat a large flock of sheep. How could he do it?

He might use a little pebble to stand for each sheep till
he counted ten. Then he put a bigger stone aside to stand
for each group of ten. By using bigger stones, he could count
faster and more easily.



Jiao.

both worth one yuan.

We do the same thing when we change ten fen for one

It is easier to count ten jigo than 100 fen. They are

People need more kinds of numbers now because they

are doing more difficult things than counting sheep.
Just think of a world without numbers! We couldn’t

build houses or cities, or make tractors or ships. We couldn’t

explore the seas or go to the stars. We couldn’t do without

numbers.
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10.
11.

12.
13,
14,
15.
16.
17.

. early ['s:li] a.

ad.

. name [neim] n.
. only ['sunli] ad.

al

finger ['fingy] n.
count [kaunt] ut.,vi.

twenty ['twenti] num.

word [wa:id] n.
mean [mi:n] ot
meant {ment]
meant
high [hai] a.
enough [i'naf] ad.
: a.
supposc [sa'pauz] 2.
shepherd ['{epad] n.
flock " [flok] n.

We all need numbers. -

| New Words

B

8

2F Py B8]
R, {UX

MHE — 11

FH .

M M

—

Wy Fig

EER

B, GEEE. ME. FBEK
R

sheep (B2, EHMA) [fizp] n. 3F

pebble [‘'pebl] n.
till {til] prep., cony.
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B, FRK
B BE
BEA
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18. stone [stoun] n. A, fik

19. aside [+'said] ad. £FH, -1

20. group [gru:p] n. B (/o4

21, fast [fa:st] ad. fr, BE

22, easily ['i:zili] ad. EZHH, A

23, easy ['i:zi] a. ' EBW

24, worth [wa:0] a. = RLIRED g HE e

25, kind [kaind] n. Fy %

26. because [bi'koz] conj. A

27, world [wa:ld] n. #HH

28, without [wi'Saut] prep, BH

29. tractor [‘triekta] n. BHIL

30. ship [{ip] = AT

31. explore [iks'plo:] ot 3|

32. .sea [si] n. - i, Wi¥

33, star [sta:] n. 2, HE
Phrases and Expressions

1. at first " k1))

2. a flock of —3

3. put ... aside Jheeeees N3

4. stand for | .

5. change ... for ... Ploeseecdfionssan

6. do without B LT

Notes
1. In very early times number names only went up to five for the five fingers

N

on one hand.

TEREI lﬁ-’F-—-R?Rﬁ’E"?‘%, LB IR URBI A 1k,
X EHY times R ‘AR, time {E RN, WHEIHER,

He might use a little pebble to stand for each sheep till he counted ten.

R —RDNERRE-RE, EFGKFT.



#4110 stand for each sheep RFRFAERME, FRE BH
18 use, till BiE3F, till he counted ten BETEIRIEN W

3. By using bigger stones, he could count faster and more easily.
RAR—a8ad, tREEEEREEAY,
X HHY using R 55iE) use p9ZH4&1E ¥ K. using bigger stones &
hRWEEIE, EMA by WEE.
4. It is easier to count ten sigo than 100 fen.
LAt -asss.
ARIERAIE to count ten jiso RAAMAIEEIE, it RETHRIR,
R EiE,
5. They are both worth one yuan.
BN A E"m) e grHE &R — T,
worth AT, ERRERE, EX worth FEERRE 7 R
PHEWEFEMREIE, X,
Her new coat is worth ten yuan.
T EARETE,
This book is really worth reading,
XARBFHLEB—E,
6. People need more kinds of numbers now because they are doing more
difficult things than counting sheep.
BEANBEELFRHEOYE, RAONERELSCEEROER,
XE Y counting sheep RIH&ZiFMEIE, d than 5HEMN 49
i, BTSN RE is dificult, Ffn, He is taller than 1
(am tall),
7. Just think of a world without numbers! We couldn’t build houses or
cities, or make tractors or ships.
RE—TRERFTHHRARH 28T RINMBEERE BB KB K H
W, WRESEENSEERR,
APH couldn’t H R RR—~MLENRARE, MRERF—HEAMA.



Dialogue
Something about English Words

Student: What does the word diver mean ?

Teacher: Do you know what dive means ?

Student: To dive is to go below the surface of the water.

Teacher: Right. Then you must know what a diver is, It is someone
who dives and works at the bottom of the sea.

Student: I see. The word diver comes from dive.

Teacher: In the same way, the word feacker comes from feach. Isn’t Eng-
lish easy ?

Student: Sometimes.

New Words
1. diver ['daiva] n MKE BKR
2. dive [daiv] ui., n. #K
3.. below [bi'lou] prep. TEeeeser T
ad. ZETH
4. surface ['sa:fis} n. E i)
5. someone ['samwan] pron. XA, HA
6. bottom {['botom] n. JEE,
7. sometimes ['samtaimz] od. it

Grammar

E5iA0HRE (The Degrees of Adjectives and Adverbs)
EHFANBANEEFEE LNER. RENER R ENREER.
EERFBENGRAKE R A F 4L (The Positive Degree) ; KR -« "%

5



fE..

EBXEAHI BB S (The Superlative Degree), 1.

K % 8 @ B B %
high higher - highest
casily more easily most easily

L O I 5

K ESHET BRI BB SR A RN,

A BEWHNRSWENHE, ~REARM <r & P HRLEE,

B.

Mn -est GE [istDHRBERe s

7 S b 8 % B B &
clean cleaner cleanest
hard harder hardest
narrow narrower narrowest

SEHATBAREHA, AN more RIS, I most #

BERER, MW,
| R % tb %8 &% B E R
beautiful more beautiful most beauti ful
carefully more carefully most carefully
famous more {amous , most famous
FFE, BhEAEM -er, -est MR LR FRFT R ITERT 7 L
Ha
a. Ll -e £i2a0, R -, -st, 4,
B R B B %R B 85 %
large larger largest
- late later latest
b LI EFEMm y $ENHE, £ v Hi, EM -er, -est, 30,
R % tb 8 & B & %
early earlier earliest
easy easier easiest

¢ LA E'J: :ﬂ%"ﬁ%}%, ﬁﬁ*%ﬂﬁ""l"ﬁ%?ﬁﬂgﬂ! %ﬂ‘—%ﬁ“‘
SHETF Bk, JAN -cr, -est, i, '
B % th £ & R & %
big - _ bigger biggest
hot hotter hottest



