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Lesson One

Reading A
The Petersons and the Ortizes

Let me tell you about some people. They are two {amilies,
the Petersons and the Ortizes. First of all there is Linda Peter-
son. She is the owner and manager of the Book Rack Bookstore
in the McKinley Shopping Center. Maybe you have seen Her.
Shé is in her late thirties. She is five foot eleven. She is slender
and has a tan. She has a tan almost all year long.

Her husband is a computer programmer. They are about the
same age, in their late thirties.. He is probably only a year or so
older than Linda. But they don’t look alike at all. He is six foot
eight. He has a light complexion, blond hair, and hazel eyes.
They both like skiing, though.

Their daughter’ s name is Cindy. She is twelve years old,
and she is in junior high school. She looks a lot like her father.
She 1s five foot two. She has a light complexion, blond hair, and
hazel eyes. Like her parents, Cindy likes skiing. But like other
kids her age, she enjoys listening to rock music, “hanging out”
with her friends, and playing the video games at the local ar-
cade. She always wears jeans and T-shirts,

Cindy’s grandmother is Elsa Rosanski. She is {ifty-six and
she 1s the office manager for an electrical parts wholesaler. At
home, she enjoys visiting with her friends and neighbors. She al-
so likes watching probaseball, football, or basketball on TV and
taking care of her houseplants.

Now let me tell you about the Ortizes—the father and the
mother, anyway. David is a professor of civil engineering at the
university. He is in his early thirties and tall, six foot two. Heis
husky and has a dark complexion. He usually wears bulky-knit

.1.



sweaters and jeans to school. Professors don’t wear suits and
ties much anymore. He likes playing soccer and he enjoys playing
bridge and working around the house.

David’s wife doesn’t work. She has two young children at
home to take care of. In her spare time she enjoys jogging and
cooking gourmet meals. She is also a member of a modern dance
club. She enjoys dancing to keep fit. She is very slim and 6 feet
tall. She has a dark complexion and very dark brown hair and
eyes. Most of the time she wears jeans around the house, but
when she goes out, she always wears very fashionable dresses.

Vocabulary:

slender /'slenda/ adj. slim; not stout #135, H%, BRAY

tan /taen/ n. brown colour of sunburnt skin H B/ EBHFEIG 6

computer programmer /kam’pju:ite 'prougrema/ the person who pre-
pares computer programs Hi i %%t 0%

complexion /kem'plekfon/ n. natural colour, appearance, etc. of the
skin, esp. of the face (RRGDE, @HE

blond hair /blond hea/ & & .

hazel /‘heizl/ adj. light or greenish brown ¥IR& LIS IR A BIH)

hang out /hzen aut/ (Ame. slang) loiter, go slowly and stop frequently
on the way somewhere [

arcade /arkeid/ n. 7 PETR#Y 55 (HHiRA %5

wholesaler /haulseila/ n. a person who sells goods (esp. in large quan-
tities) to shopkeepers, for resale to the public ;A&7

houseplant /"hauspla:nt/ n. P FEHIER

civil engineering /'sivl end3i'niarin/ the design and building of roads,

railways, canals, docks, etc. 2ARTLTHR

husky /'haski/ adj. big and strong B RIRILHY

bulky /'balki/ adj. big and clumsy FE X)), HEHHY

jog /d30g/ v. move along at a slow, steady jolting pace or trot; engage

in jogging as a form of exercise &, &7, @M —FETFRH)

gourmet /'guaomei/ n. EEXK

slim /slim/ adj. slender £F#0&Y, B &N

fashionable /fzfonabl/ adj. following the fashion BfHTHY, BHER

Notes;
1. She is five foot eleven.
In GB and US Linear Measure System, “foot” and “inch” are usually

'2.



used to indicate one’s height. “Five foot eleven” equals one point
eight meters.

2. junior high school ; junior middle school ¥4

3. But like other kids her age,

But like other young people of her age, *

4. rock music: The term “rock” is a shortened form of “rock-and-roll”,
which was coined in the mid-1950s by a Cleveland broadcaster, Alan
Freed. BIRFRFHAHFSN—HERERX, BEHAZXRFTERNEL
EHRRFIE S, AEF ER—RERHRARE, GETFRBEIMET
BT R, -BREAERSME,

5. She enjoys dancing to keep fit.

She likes dancing in order to keep herself in good health.

keep fit: {R3§ S MR

Exercises
A. Chose the best answer to each of the following questions, according
to the text.
1. “She is in her late thirties” means
a.Linda Peterson will be thirty years old the following year.
b. Linda Peterson is just over thirty years old.
¢. Linda Peterson is more than thirty-five years old.
d. Linda Peterson is no more than thirty-five years old.
2.Cindy, Linda Peterson’s daughter,
a. looks much like her mother.
b.looks like both her father and her mother.
c. looks much like her father.
d. looks like neither her mother nor her father,
3. » Cindy enjoys listening to rock music, loitering with her
friends and playing the video games at the local arcade.
a. Just like the adults
b. Unlike the young people of her age
c. Just like the young people of her age
" d. Like small children
4. Professors at universities
a.don’t always dress themselves formally now.
b. still always wear suits and ties now,
c. do dress themselves formally now.
d. all wear bulky-knit sweaters and jeans at school.
5. David’s wife likes to dance
a.to keep up with the latest fashion.
b.to make herself {it in with the society.



c. to keep her standard weight.
d. to keep herself in good health.

B. Write T for True in front of each statement which is true according
to the text and write F for false in front of the statement if it is not
true.

1. David is a professor of civil engineering, while Linda’s husband is
a computer programmer.

2. Linda is about a year older than her husband.

3. Like her mother, Cindy has a light complexion, blond hair, and
hazel eyes.

4. Cindy’ s grandmother enjoys watching TV, taking care of her
houseplants, jogging and cooking at home.

5. David’ s wife wears jeans at home most of the time, but when she
goes out, She always dresses herself in the latest fashion.

C. Discussion Questions:

1. How many characters appear in this text?

Tell their relationships.

2. Describe each character by giving an account of his (her) age,
height, complexion, hair, eyes, occupation and hobbies as are
mentioned in the text.

3. Please describe your family members.

Reading B

London is not Great Britain

About one eighth of the inhabitants of Great Britain live in
the London area, and the head offices of a very large number of
firms were established there, even though the factories may be in
the provinces. It is this concentration of population and control
that has given London an importance greater than even its area.
Moreover, it is the city that is most visited by foreigners. This
explains why London receives so much attention in a survey of
Britain. However, it would be wrong to say that London is Eng-
land.

People in the provinces not only have their own customs, di-
alects and manners but are also responsible for the greater part
of British industrial production. For purposes of simplification,
we may divide Britain into eight great industrial regions.

« 4



The Midland area around Birmingham and Wolverhampton
produces vehicles, metal goods, electrical and engineering
goods. In the nearby North Staffordshire area, around Stoke-on-
Trent, we have “The Potteries”, where china and earthenware
goods are made. This is also a coal-mining region.

In Yorkshire we find the woollen and worsted industry.
Leeds is a great centre for clothing and engincering. Sheffield is
famous for its steel and cutlery (the inter-city train from London
was called “The Master Cutler”). Hull is one of the most impor-
tant fishing ports. The coal fields of southern Yorkshire extend
down into the Midland area.

The cotton goods industry thrives in the mills of southeast
Lancashire, with Manchester as its centre. Electrical goods,
dyestuffs and heavy engineering products are also made here.
Liverpool is one of the world’s great ports, where ship-repairing
is carried out, and where new industries are now springing up.

"South Wales is a coal-mining area, and today it is also im-
portant because factories producing plastics, chemicals, and tex-
tiles have recently been built, partly in order to prevent unem-
ployment caused by the decrease in the labour force needed in the
pits.

Coal is also mined in the eastern parts of Durham and
Northumberland, where there is also an important iron and steel
industry. Here too we find Britain’s second most important ship-
building and ship-repairing yards.

The most famous shipyards are further north, on Clydeside,
just outside Glasgow, where there is also an extensive iron and
steel industry. One of the main reasons for the industrial devel-
opment of Britain lies in the fact that her coal and iron fields
were close together, and this is true of the industrial belt of cen-
tral Scotland, which extends from Glasgow to Edinburgh, for
much coal is also mined in this area. ,

Northern Ireland is famed for its linen, but now alsc pro-
duces man-made fibres. Engineering is now of greater impor-
tance than shipbuilding. It is also a centre for the production of
cigarettes and tobacco.

« 5



Finally, the London area is characterized by mixed light in-
dustry, by the concentration of business control already men-
tioned, and by its port.

The eight areas listed above are those with the greatest in-
dustrial output, though there is much industry elsewhere. Bris-
tol, for instance, is a centre for the production of cigarettes and
of aircraft engines. It is also an important industrial port. With’
the discovery of gas and oilfields in the North Sea, more remote
parts of Britain are developing their own industry.

Vocabulary

inhabitant /in'habitant/ n. person living in a place JEEH, BER

head office /hed 'ofis/ the chief or most important office R &, B4 HF

the provinces /8o provinsiz/ n. all the country outside the capital it}

concentration /,konsen'treifon/ n. FH

custom /'kastam/ n. particular way of behaving which, because it has
long been established, is observed by individuals and social groups
g, B

dialect /'daialekt/ n. K&, 1i§

simplification /,simplifi’keifan/ n. BaE4t, H1k

vehicle /'vi:ikl/ n. any conveyance (usu. wheeled, e.g. a cart, lorry,
motor-car, but also a sledge) for goods or passengers on land Mi I
ZELE, £

china /'tfaina/ n. JG3%, K%

earthenware /'2:8onwea/ n. dishes, etc. made of baked clay f83%

worsted /'wustid/ n. twisted woollen yarn or thread, cloth made from
this 4k, Y BRREBLHE KA AE

cutlery /'katlori/ n. JJ R, &7]

thrive /Braiv/ v. do well, be successful, grow strong &, M3

dyestuff /'daistaf/ n. substance yielding a dye or used as a dye H¥¥}

spring up /sprin ap/ appear, grow up quickly 4, R#E < H

decrease /'dikriis/ n. becoming shorter, smaller, less B b, RE{I§

pit /pit/ n. hole in the earth, usu. with steep sides, esp. one from
which material is dug out ¥i, ¥ 3, i

linen /'linin/ n. cloth made of flax; articles made from this cloth iV §§
1, LR

characterize /'keriktoraiz/ v. show the special mark or quality of B /R
oo Z A |

remote /ri‘maut/ adj. far away in space or time M, (REFH

06.



Notes;

1.

0 00 =~

London ;: Capital of the United Kingdom and the industrial, commer-
cial, and political center of a once vast empire. London lies astride
the Thames in Southeast England, 40 miles from the estuary on the
North Sea. Its population of almost 7,400, 000 persons places it a-
mong the six largest cities of the world.

. It is this concentration of population and control that has given Lon-

don an importance greater than even its area.

LA IEAR, BIXTE /IS “this concentration of population
and control” 3R . JE5R M4 W A . This concentration of population
and control has given London an importance greater than even its
area.

. This explains why London receives so much attention in a survey of

Britain.
This is the reason why London is given so much attention in a com-
prehensive study of Britain.

. However, it would be wrong to say that London is England,

SALRY it SRR EB, BRI RER to say that London is England 3}
WA HIE EiF.

. People in the provinces not only have their own customs, dialects and

manners but are also responsible for the greater part of British indus-
trial production.

People off London area have their own customs, dialects and man-
ners. Also, they are the main producers of British industrial goods.

. Birmingham. {H¥ 8 GIEZPT KD

. Wolverhampton: iK/RF I (= PEH KA

. Staffordshire. i MRS (KB FHIH—BD

. Stoke-on-Trent . F¥ {45 BENTIE 70 (L EI P0AE 22 TS AR —IX L

YR

10. the Potteries: 45 B #7, district in Straffordshire, England where

pottery is the chief industry

11.1In the nearby North Staffordshire area, around Stoke-on-Trent, we

have “The Potteries”, where china and earthenware goods are made.

where (|G IEM EEEBEBAE, B “The Potteries”,

12. Yorkshire, 25 ST B (F R L L M — BB, 4 & North, South 1

West =8>

13. Leeds: 2% (FEBE =L H— 1)

14. Sheffield; WIE /R CGERK =T —W D

15. Hull; #/K (EERT, ST EBZHRKIET

16. Lancashire: =F X CGEEBA, ML FHEMEZFEILI)
17. Liverpool ; Fj# i (2L F L — i)



18.
19.

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

25.
26.

27.

South Wales. 7§ &8 /R (R A5 6 7 7 3 — 3 XD

-+« because factories producing plastics, chemicals and textiles have
recently been built, partly in order to prevent unemployment
caused by the decrease in the labour force needed in the pits.

------ XEEIFERLTAPEE AR URGHESEMTI,
MEXBTT R BRI T Bk b T B 35 s i ok
T e SR e i Tl

Durham: X $18 (Jisg ZLF—FD

Northumberland: iHFR{H 2 (FER 2T
Glasgow: Whr i BF (R = 5 — R
Scotiand : PR 2 (EE—X , KAFIEGALID

»+ and this is true of the industrial belt of central Scotland, ---

«+ and in the industrial area of central Scotland, coal and iron fields
are also close together, +«

Edinburgh; & T 1& (Scotland ZH )

Engineering is now of greater importance than shipbuilding.
Engineering is now much more important than shipbuilding.

Bristol: A1 EHTIE/R CEEMETAT, M FHEBKZRKILT

Execrcises

A.

+ 8

Choose the best answer to each of the following yuestions, according
to the text.
1. Though the factories may be situated in the provinces, their head
offices are most probably
a.in the suburbs.
b.in rural areas.
c.in the London area.
d. outside London.
2. The dwellers living in the London area are about of
those of Great Britain.
a.1/6
b.1/7
c.1/8
d.1/9
3. “The Potteries” mentioned in our text
a.refers to earthenware and china goods.
b.is a district where only coal-mining has been developed.
c.is a place where electrical engineering goods and metal goods are
made.
d.is a district where china and earthenware goods are produced.
4. is the great center for clothing and engineering.



a. Hull
b. Leeds
¢. Sheffield
d. Yorkshire
5.In the mills of southeast Lancashire, the cotton goods industry is
prosperous and it centers in
a. Liverpool
b. Leeds
c. Hull
d. Manchester
6. From the text, you may find are the places where ship-
repairing are carried out.
a. Manchester and Liverpool
b. the eastern parts of Durham and Northumberland and Manch-
ester
c. Glasgow and Manchester
d. Liverpool and the eastern parts of Durham and Northumberland
7. is famous for its linen. '
a. The Midland area
b. Yorkshire
¢. Northern Ireland
d. South Wales
8. Both Northern Ireland and Bristol are centers for the production of

a. cigarettes
b. linen
c. aircraft engines
d. man-made fibres
9. We may find the woollen and worsted industry in
a. Sheffield
b. Manchester
c. Leeds
d. Yorkshire
10, There are great industrial areas in Britain, apart from
the London area.
a. five
b. six
¢c. seven
d. eight
B. Discussion Questions;
1. Why is London so important?



