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THE CORAIL ISLAND!

CHAPTER? 1

My father was a sea-captain® my grandfather was
a sea-captain; my great-grandfather! had been in the
navy®. In fact, as far back as our family could be
traced, it had been connected with the sea;® and my
mother always went to sea with my father on his long
voyages’, and so spent the greater part of her life
upon the water. It is not surprising, therefore, that I,
too, love the sea.

Soon after I was born my father retired® from a
seafaring® life, bought a small cottage!® in a fishing
village on the west coast'' of England, and settled

1. coral island HHES (E EHAMHHHFHREERMJIE),
coral ['koral] n. ¥, 2. chapter ['tfepte] n. #, [H,
3. sea-captain ['si:'keeptin] n. (A, 4. great-
grandfather n. ¥, 5. navy ['neivi] n. #FE,

6. In fact, as far back as ... with the sea; ... XBR.E, M
FERLGERBIEGERRE, BROXPKERS KL T %; a8
far back as (TR H) EfE--- . trace [treis] véi. B ¥, be
" connected with <1 RITRRD HEER. 7. voyage ['voidg] ». Ri
85 B as; AT, 8. retire [ri‘taio) vi. BR; BER,

9. seafaring ['si:,fsorin] adj. LANLYE MK, 10. cottage
['kotidg] =». &5 /hE. 11. coast [koust] n. #F24,
vi. HEDIT.



down to spend the last years of his life on the shores
of that sea which had for so many years been his
home.' It was not long after this that I began to
show a deep love of the sea, and when I was eleven
years old my father found me a job as cabin boy?
in a coasting vessel’, and let me go on my first
voyage.

For some years I was happy visiting the seaports?,
and in coasting along the shores of my native land®.
My Christian name® was Ralph’, and my compan-
ions® added to this the name of Rover®, because of
the great love I always had for travelling. Rover was
not my real name, but as 1 never received any other
I soon answered to it as naturally as to my proper
name'®; and, as it is not a bad one, I see no reason
why I should not introduce myself to the reader as

1. ... settled down to spend ... his home. - F¥LER
fBLA 2 AK W I A REBOHEDERT R, LETHE, settle
down %%, R, shore [Jo:] n. B, &, 2. cabin boy &%
RS R, cabin ['kebin] n. AR, 3. coasting vessel
W mi Ay, vessel ['vesl] n. K%, #, 4. seaport ['si:-po:t]
n. W& #Hih, 5. native land A5, #[E, land =.
+, ®B%, 6. Christian name 24, Christian ['kristfon]
adj. EHBHM; n. LBk, 7. Ralph [reif, ralf] $£i/R

F(AL), 8. companion [kom'pxnjon] n. [EifE; fkfE,
9. Rover ['rouve] B#E(A4), (rover R “IHiRHE", “BirE”
HER) 10. proper name % 4, proper ['props] adj. &%
HAY, #1189,



Ralph Rover.

While employed! in the coasting trade?, 1 met
many seamen® who had travelied to almost every coun-
try in the world, and T listened enthusiastically* to
their stories of wild adventures in foreign lands®: the
dreadful storms they had weathered, the dangers they
had escaped, the wonderful creatures they had seen
both on land and in the sea, and the interesting lands
and strange people they had visited.® But of all the
places of which they told me, none attracted my im-
agination so much as the Coral Islands of the Southern
Seas.” They told me of thousands of beautiful is-
lands formed by a small creature called the coral insect,

where it was summer nearly all the year round; where
a.

1. employ [im'ploi] vt. JBH, 2. coasting trade ;%A
5., trade n. V. 3. seaman ['si:men] n. #R, KF,
4. enthusiastically [in,0ju:zi'estikeli] adv. #.OoHE,

5. wild adventures in foreign lands 7E 5 % BisF I B RTEDD,
wild adj. 22%p, K3, adventure [od'ventfo] n. BFRE
#h, a3, 6. ... the dreadful storms ... they had
visited. <eeee fbf12 2 AR R, BITRBRARE, B
FIERE e L Rmaed, BiEEHAEH ERKXH
&g A, dreadful ['dredful] adj. W f5, weather
['weda] vt. 2%k, TRE L, creature ['kriitfo] n. t:#; 3)
M (FRER.RD A &K 7. But of all the places
... the Southern Seas. ARIE/TIVEABITHIBE ST P, &
A WF— A~ 5 P R A0 R A8 B e 4 L AT M 11, attract [e'treekt]
vi. BB Bl GER, %#%), imagination [i,medzi'neifon]
n. B HRD,




the trees were loaded with a constant harvest of fruit;
yer where, strange to say, many of the men were wild,
bloodthirsty savages.' These exciting stories had so
great an effect’ upon my mind that, when I reached
the age of fifteen, I decided to make a voyage to the
South Seas.

I had some difficulty at first in persuading® my
dear parents to let me go; but when I pointed out
to my father that he would never have become a
great captain if he had remained in the coasting trade,
he saw the truth of what I said, and gave his con-
sent’, He placed me under the charge of® an old
friend of his, a merchant captain®, who had his own
ship, the Arrow’.

Soon afterwards I went on board® the Arrow,

1. They told me ... bloodthirsty savages. M1 RWRT
BB UL F it iy — Bh 2 WU S I UA N B S A R ST B, AR B
RS MEHEEEERRRE AW, BEkAE R
B 2 AH M REERAF LB A, form . B WK,
insect ['insekt] ». #i, all the year round —4EF 3k, load
[loud] v¢. 3%, 3%, constant ['konstent] adj. HELETHE
f, 2% My, fruit [fru:t] n. sz, bloodthirsty['blad 6e:sti]
adj. WEff; BBAT R, 2. effect [i'fekt] n. fEF3; ®EW,

3. persuade [po'sweid] »i. PiBR, 4. consent [ken'sent)
n. A&, . AE BR. 5. under the charge of FE-rse
g% 2§, charge n. MR, WREGR, 6. merchant captain

ALK, merchant ['mo:tfont] adj. WALAY; 2. B Ao
7. the Arrow TS5 HE4A). 8. go on board LA, board
[bO:dJ R. EP’[‘E; ﬁ%ﬁo



which was a fine large ship, and sot sail'

lands of the Pacific Ocean \\\

CHAPTER 2

It was a bright, beautiful, warm day when our

ship set sail for the south. Oh, how my heart leapt
with delight as I listened to the merry song of tbhe
sailors as they pulled up the anchor!®

There were a number of boys in the ship, but
two of them were my special favourites. jack Martin®

was 2 tall, broad-shouldered* youth of eighteen, with
a handsome, smiling face. He had had a good educa-
tion, was clever and cheerful® and brave in his ac-
tions?, but mild and quiet in his ways’. My other
companion was Peterkin Gay®. He wasa little, quick,
funny® fellow of about fourteen years old. But Peter-

1. set sail B 2, Oh, how my heart leapt ... the
anchor! “Pﬁ‘l,lz”lﬁ“ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬂ']ﬁ%ﬁ“ﬁ%ﬂk%%%Bﬂ’,ﬁﬁbab%%ﬁ
BN Bk leap (leapt [lept] or leaped [lept, li:pt]) vi. Bko
merry ['meri] adj. Wikfy, sailor ['seile] n. &F, BR.
anchor ['m=pks] n. #, 3. Jack Martin ['ma:tin] ARE-IT
(A4, 4. broad-shouldered adj. 7 ME R, broad [bra:d]

adj. T, 5. cheerful [‘tfioful]l adj. R, Dk,
6. action ['zkfen] n. 173l 7. mild and quiet in his

ways {2 LR TUER. mild [maild] aodj. BFAY, BERM,
way n. & %1k fEM. 8 Peterkin Gay ['piztokin 'ge1]
#hig s - ZFAA, 9. funny ['fani] adj. 17 M
I LMY,



kin’s jokes' were always harmless, and he was ioved
By everybody.

‘Hallo, youngster®!’ cried Jack Martin, giving me
a slap® on the shoulder the day I joined the ship.

..:.t Any,

1 _1_;'; L

‘Hallo, youngster!’ cried Jack Martin

‘Come below, and I'll show you where you’ll sleep.*
I think we shall be good friends, for I like the look®
of you.’

Jack was right, He and I and Peterkin afterwards
became the best friends that ever sailed together on

1. joke n. FL%E, %£iE, 2. youngster ['janste] n. 44
A, hKF, 3. slap n. . 4. Come below, and IT'11
show you where you'll sleep. T M, #45 k5B & Vil Ry
1y 8 5. look n. BT, ShK, #&,
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the storm‘y waves. !

I shall say little about the first part of our voy-
age. We had the usual amount of rough weather and
calm,? and we saw many strange fish in the sea.
When we approached Cape Horn, at the southern
point of America,® the weather became very cold and
stormy, and the sailors began to tell stories about the
farious* gales® and the dangers of that terrible cape.
Nevertheless®, we passed it without much rough weath-
er, and, a few weeks later, we were sailing gently
before a warm tropical breeze over the Pacific

1.-He and 1 and Peterkin ... on the stormy waves. fi,
BMERERERTEERERAN B L—EITEHRIFEMNA
o sail vi. #if7., stormy ['stoomi] adj. BRFTY.
wave n. Y¥m., the waves (¥dh HiE) %, 2. We
had the usual amount of rough weather and calm, ... (7]
BEE—-HEATERRERHEXR, OB TRAERBMHESN,
------ usual ['ju:guell adj. F¥ iy, ¥ LAY, amount [o'maunt]
n. %ti&., rough weather ERBEFHAEXXK, rough [raf] adj.
HEER, ¥R, calm [kaim] adj. Fikfy; » FiF, KRER
i 3. When we approached Cape Horn, at the southern
point of America, ... HR{IGE XHMEIENE B AR,
------ approach [e'preutf] w»t. & wvi. 8T, #£iL, Cape
Horn ('keip 'ho:n] 48 f (G4, FFEH), cape n. #A,
4. furious ['fjueries] adj. IEEB, IR, 5. gale =a.
2 X, 6. nevertheless [ nevoda'les] adv. & comj. Axds
AR,



Ocean. !

Mt last we came among the Coral Islands, and
I sha!l never forget the delight with which I looked
— each time we passed one — at the pure white
shcres and the green palm trees, so bright and
beautiful in the sunshine.? And we three longed to
land on one, imagining that we should certainly find
perfect happiness there!® Our wish was granted sooner
than we expected.?® v

One night, soon after we entered the tropics, a
dreadful storm burst upon our ship.® The wind
carried away two of our masts’, and left only the

1. ... we were sai‘ling‘ gently ... over the Pacific Ocean.
------ HANTFE K5 A B Ay £ 3 3 R Bt AT, tropical
['tropikel]) adj. #Hrfy, breeze n. K., IR, 2, o 1
shall never forget the delight ... in the sunshine, e+« 8k
EALASE, BYRNEBE - H B L, R2ERFOBERA
RGN, BIERENEET, RBLREET, RES
2 um et pure [pjue] adj. 4lify, #d&f., palm [pam] n.
B (), sunshine ['sanfain] ». H¥, 3. And we three
longed to land ... perfect happiness there! H{I=ALALE
BERGREE—-PBHML, ODENERFERERDT 2T X% E
long »i. B, iR, land vi. R, k&, happiness
['hepinis] n. F1E, 4. Qur wish ... we expected. H{f
BERZA, ROMHEEBRMEAT, grant [gra:nt] vi. PF5[,
LR, 5. One night, ... upon our ship. —K&EB, &M
WEEABRGHEAN, DA THBRRREREGERMNOMS, the
tropics ['tropiks] n. ##5, burst [be:st] upon ZRMRkE; B
tie 6. mast n. e, ’
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foremast* standing. For five days the storm raged in all
its fury.? Everything was swept off the decks® except
one small boat. The captain had no idea where we were,
as we had been blown far out of our usual course.*
At daybreak on the sixth morning we saw land ahead,
It was an island encircled by a reef of coral on which
the waves broke in fury.® There was calm water
within this reef, but we could only see one narrow
opening® into it. We steered for this opening, but
before we reached it a tremendous wave broke over
our ship, tore the rudder completely off, and left us at
the mercy of the winds and waves.’

‘It’s all over with us now, lads!® said the captain

1. foremast ['fo:ma:st] n. Fi4E, 2. For five days ...
its fury. BEAX, RAEERWE, rage vi. KEB; RIE
ok, fury ['fjueri] n. FEXR, 3. deck n. HIiR, 4. The
captain had no idea ... out of our usual course. §§4 1 4
RO T, BAHRME S Sk E T8 % i@, have
no idea (of) —H WA &, course [kois] n. ik,
5. It was an island ... broke in fury., XE—AWEREE
WAL, MEGRERHERSG, encircle [in'sekl] ot.
ek fLfE, reef n. fE, Mfk, break (on, over, against) i,
GB) M, 6. opening n. R, HPE, 7. We steered
for this opening ... the winds and waves, H{IHEFNRAH
Fhi, WRERNBEENFZA, —MERAHES R, 1
FRANMT, EEARITEZERBIEN, steer [stio] vf. & vi.
iB§E; 7 (8%, £), tremendous [tri'mendes] adj. B kffy; HA
iy, tear off #Hk#i_ rudder ['rade] m». £, at the mercy of

FEAE AT, BBy XER, mercy ['mesi] n. ZE, %,
8. It’'s all over with us now, lads! Ntk F {1, BT — 388
T



to the men. ‘Get the small boat ready; we shall be
on the rocks in less than half an hour.’

The men obeyed in unhappy silence, for they felt
that so small a boat would certainly overturn' in such
a sea.

‘Come, boys,” said Jack Martin, in a solemn tone,
to me and Peterkin as we stood on the deck awaiting
our fate.? ‘Come, boys, we three must keep together.
It is impossible for the little boat to reach the shore,
crowded with so many men. It is sure to be upset, so
I prefer to trust myself to a large oar.® If we manage
to cling* to the oar till it is driven over the breakers®,
we may perhaps reach the shore. What do you say?
Will you join me?

We gladly agreed to follow Jack, although I
could see, by the sad tone of his voice, that he had
very little hope; and indeed, when I looked at the

1. overturn [,euve'te:n] »i. T, #f:#l; vi. ¥, 2. ‘Come,
boys,” said Jack Martin, ... awaiting our fate. “ I,
KT, TS RS S A R L B B AR N AT R, R
OT P & 113, come interj. WE(fEiX B R oF BEHE
&), solemn ['solom] adj. iRy, tone n. HEX, KA
await [o'weit] vf. Z&{%, Mifs, fate n. #riE; KM, BT
3. It is sure to be upset, ... to a large oar. /hEHEEE, kT
Bk #— ki, upset [ap'set] (upset, upset) vt. {78,
B, prefer [pri'fo:] v, TE, EHik, trust v E8, £+,
oar [o:] n. . 18, 4. cling (clung, clung) vi. Eig (t0),
WA, 5. breaker ['breike] n. iR,
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white waves dashing on the reef there seemed only a
step between us and deathl.

The ship was now very near the rocks. The men
were ready with the boat, and the captain beside them
was giving orders, when a tremendous wave came to-
wards us. We three seized our oar,and we had hardly
reached it when the wave fell on the deck with a crash
like thunder.? At the same moment the ship struck,
the foremast broke off and fell over the side, carry-
ing the boat and men along with it. Our oar got
caught in the wreck, and Jack seized an axe to cut it
free, but he missed the ropes and struck the axe deep
into the oar.® Another wave, however, washed it clear
of the wreck.* We all seized hold of® it, and the next
moment we were struggling in the wild sea. The last
thing I saw was the boat whirling in the waves, and

1. ... there seemed - and death. - FRERTMFELTZ
RN AE—-5MHER, 2. .. we had hardly reached it, ...with

a crash like thunder. - RO ERE, - ERZEQLH
ZEi& 5, ITEPH L, hardly ... when ... R---- Bhreeeer crash
n. A, B, thunder ['0ands] n. &, 3. Our oar

got caught ... deep into the oar. HAIMILAWMMLEET. R
EIE—ERTFRKRFAR, BoBRERSD, HITEETREHKZE
THd, catch vt & vi. 54 #Ef . miss vi. Kdid,

4. Another wave, ... of the wreck. i, X —A KBk,
ke THA, clear (of) %A@, RZHRBY,IR
Bipreeees TH, 5. seize hold of £k,
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all the sailors tossed into the foaming sea.! Then I
lost consciousness?.

When I became conscious again, I found myself
lying on a bank of soft grass, under the shelter of an
overhanging rock.?® Peterkin was on his knees by my
side, tenderly bathing my head with water!, and try-
ing to stop the blood that flowed® from a wound in
my forehead.

CHAPTER 3J

As T slowly recovered® I heard the voice of Peter-
kin asking whether I felt better. I opened my eyes
to meet those of my companion, Jack, who with an
® expressicn of great ankiety was looking into my

1. The last thing I saw was ... into the foaming sea. RE
JETE A R RIS EUNAS A B B IS, BT ROK T B ek T
WG A R, whirl [we:l] vi. & vi. (ff)FESE, toss vi. i,
8, foam [foum] vt. & vi. ({#)iRHIK, 2. consciocus-
ness |'konfesnis] n. 4m4f, HFiR, 3. When I became ... an
overhanging rtock. WIKEHMHEHER, RIBACWEREERK
HEHMRL BRE-RAEHNEGZ T, conscious ['konjes]
adj. #E WELRY, shelter ['Jelta] n  #Hilk; HE#HT, BHL
overhang vt. & vi. N, i, & F, 4. tenderly bath-
ing my head with water k22 kKL, tenderly ady.
kM, bathe [beid] of. B, (HZ5AE) bk (5 O %),

5. t ow [fleu] vi. FZh; WH, 6. recover [ri'kave] vi.
B b, s vt. KEER,

12
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face.?

‘Sneak to us, my dear Ralph,” whispered Jack
tenderiy. ‘Are you better now?’

I raised myself on my elbow? and putting my
hand to my forehead found that it had been cut
severely* and that I had lost a good deal* of blood.

‘Come, come, Ralph,’ said Jack, pressing me gen-
tly backward,®‘lie down, my boy; you’re not right
vet. Wet® your lips with this water; it’s cool and
clear. I got it from a spring close by’. There now?,
don’t say a word,” said he, as I tried to speak. ‘I'lL |
tell you all about it, but you must not talk till you
have rested well.’ |

‘I remember nothing,” I said weakly, ‘after we
were thrown into the sea.’

‘I’11 explain it all to you,” said Jack. ‘You remem-

ber that, after the ship hit the rocks, we three

1. I opened my eyes ... into my face. FHHxFIR, EHFMR
oiEl R e By B R AR, M EIER BN ERNEA,
expression [iks'prefen] n. %1%, anxiety [wnp'zaisti] n. £

B, Ba, 2. elbow [‘elbou] n. ft, 3. severely
[si'vieli] adv. IEFIHE, =T H, 4. a good deal = a

great deal ¥ £, kit, 5. ‘Come, come, Ralph.’... gently
backward, ... “BrE P, BIRR,” AR —RERSRMTE
Jidk, oo come (7riXx HFRLMAED) %, UriRid, press
vi. 3%, HE., backward ['bekwad] adv. f1)5, MG, 6. wet
vi, KB, df 7. a spring close by HILHR K, spring
r. SR, R, close by fEMIL, 8. there now %Ml (Fnx
TR,
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