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UNIT 1

BEFORE 1 Before reading the passage, consider and discuss the following:
READING (a) If the need to even consider the cost of things, or even money in general.
is taken away from you what effzect would this have on your life?

(b) If you were the richest person in the worid, how would you spend your
life?

(¢) Many people believe that an increase in wealth means an increase in
happiness — do you agree ? Is there a point at which this nio longer
applies? Does it apply at all?
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S

TEXT TFE RICFEST MAN [N THE WOR..D

Para 1 The richest man in the world had rather liked one of the largest hotels in

London, the Dorchester Hotel, when he visited it — so he bought it! He also liked one of the

most famous hotels in America, the Beverly Hills Hotel, so he bought that as well. Because he

liked the idea of always having a room available to him when he went shopping in Singapore,
S he bought a hotel there toc.

Para 2 He decided that he liked playing goif — so he had his own international stand-
ard golf course built. A similar thing happened when he had taken an interest in
swimming — he built his own Olympic-sized swimming pool.

Para 3 However, sometimes he doesn 't only buy or build the biggest and best of things.

10 He didn't like one house that he had owned so he decided to make it smaller — which is possi-
bly a more diflicult and expensive job than making a house larger. On another cccusion he
couldn 't find a house that he had bought so he sold it and bought a different one.

Para 4 The richest man in the world. Hassanal Bolkiah, 29th Suitan of Brunei, appears
to have very few friends; only people who want to sell him something. Those people who do

15 not have something to sell seem to feel uncomfortable with him, Maybe they feel they are not
being pleasant enough or polite enough. Maybe they feel that any remark by them would
seem like they were trying to flatter the Sultan so he would give them something. It does. in
fact, appear to be very difficult to gain the Sultan’s attention. One way, it seems, is to give him
a gift — strange though it may seem for the man who has everything — and the best gift-giver

20 has been a man called Adnan Khashoggi, a Saudi weapons dealer. This man has shown the
shy and hesitant Sultan how to enjoy himself in the nightclubs and casinos of London and
Paris.

G
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Unit One 3

Para § Of course, the richest man in the world has to have the most expensive palace in
the world. His palace is huge: it was 1,778 rooms (all. of course. with air-conditioners ). 257
toilets, a small island where a band plays all the time, three miles of roads around the palace,
amongst other things. As well as somewhere to live, the Sultan needs to travel around the
world easily — to go shopping or to visit a casino.etc. This is no problem as he uses the small
national airline of Brunei, Royal Brunei Airlines, as his own private airline.If he wanted to go
somewhere, he simply telephoned the airport ( or an assistant did ) and a plane would be
waiting for him to take him anywhere he wanted.

Para 6 The source of all this wealth is, as is often the case these days. oil. In 1903, oil
was discovered in Brunei. At first the quantities were very small but in 1926 a major find was
made which was lucky for the only oil company who had stayed there — Shell Oil Company.
Even so, it wasn't until the 1970s and the huge increases in oil prices (and the increased use of
natural gas ) that Brunei and its Sultan became so wealthy. It is now thought that he has
about US $25 BILLION in his personal account (and possibly 2.5 billion higher ) — which is
more than the foreign exchange reserves of the whole of Australia, India and South Korea
added together.

Para 7 But what of the life of the Sultan? Is he happy? Can he be content with no real
challenge or purpose in life? Whatever he wants to have or to do can be achieved without any
effort at all. He is in the position that most people in the world dream about — and yet.in real-
ty,he seems to be far from content. What does the man who has everything he wants (and
more ) dream about?

NOTES

Olympic(s): International sports meetings (held every 4 years), These competitions have
an agreed standard size of swimming pool.

Sultan: The ruler of a Moslem state or country.

Nightclub: A place for drinking, dancing and perhaps gambling which stays open until early
morning.

Billion: An English billion is a million millien (1,000,000,000,000 ), but the American billion
is a thousand million (1,000,000,000). In America, the English billion is called a trilhon.

COMPRE- 2 Read each of the following statements and decide whether they are true or
HENSION false:

1 The Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah
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VOCABU-
LARY

5

A is easy to talk to.
B has everything so doesn’t like to be offered gifts.
C has always been an extrovert (FMEHEREEI N ).
D owns his own airline.
E has more personal wealth than the national finances of Australia,
India and South Korea together.
F seems to enjoy life very much.
2 Other people
A enjoy the Sultan’s company.
B always try to flatter the Sultan.
C usually try to sell him something.
3 The Sultan’s palace
A is built on an island.
B is one of the most expensive in the wortld.
C contains the best of everything.
4 Brunei
A became wealthy when oil was discovered in 1903.
B became wealthy in 1926 when a major oil find was made.
C became less wealthy when natural gas started to be widely used.

Make a list of all the items that the passage mentions the Sultan bought
or had built and, for each, write down the reason he bought it, for exam-
ple:

The Dorchester Hotel (London) —  He liked it

Now using the information given in the passage and the notes you have
made in Exercise 3, try to write a description of what the Sultan is really
like (what kind of person is he? Is he happy? What does he actually e
joy doing? etc.) You should try to put yourself in his place and think
why he does the things he does and what is he thinking when he does
them.

(a) Find words in the passage which mean approximately the same as
the following:
para 1: capable of being used (by )
para 2: degree of excellence required for a particular purpose
para 4. to compliment unduly
not very confident



TENSE 6
REVIEW:
PAST PERFECT

Unit One

Para S: a building used for gambling
Para 7: a trial or contest — a problem to be overcome
a reason for doing or being

5

(b) Now use the words you have found to complete the following sen-

tences:

1 always make more money than they lose.

2 Would you mind telling me what the of your enquiry
1s?

3 I’'m afraid that your work these past few months has not come up

to our company’s .

4 We really needn’t have booked tickets — there were plenty of

seats

S It’s no good trying to me with flowers and sweet

words — the answer is still ‘No’.

6 It’s not that he’s a bad public speaker, just that he’s too

7 It was because his new job was going to be quite a
that he was looking forward to starting it.

Find examples in the text of the past perfect tense, e. g.
para 1: (he)had rather liked....

para 2 (one example ):
para 3 (two examples ):

para 6 (one example ):

The past perfect tense is used to describe something which happened:

1) before (or ‘by’ ) a certain time (day, year,etc. ) OR

2) before something else happened (even if only a short time before ).

Here are some more examples:

1 1) I had already got up and taken a shower by 8 o’clock this morning.
2) By the end of the morning I had also drunk some tea, answered

the phone and opened the door.
2 1) Once the kettle had boiled I made some tea.

2) I had already answered the phone by the time someone knocked at

the door.

3) I had switched the kettle on before I went to the bath room to take

a shower.
4) I hadn’t finished my shower when the kettle boiled.
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PAST 7
PERFECT
PROGRESSIVE

In the sentences in Example 2, underline the words which
1) give the time AND
2) describe something else which happened later or at the same time.

Now look at the examples of the past perfect tense which you have found
in the passage; are they accompanied by phrases of time or clauses
describing an action?

Write five sentences about yourself using the past perfect tense and
phrases of time, and five more sentences using clauses to describe
something else which happened later.

(a) Here are some more sentences based on the examples given in Exer-
cise 6. These sentences use the past perfect progressive tense:
I 1) I bad aiready been sleeping for ten hours by 8 o’clock this
morning
2) By the end of the morning I had been working 2t home for
three hours, '
2 1) 1 had been talking on the phone for five minutes by the time
someone knocked at the door.
2) I had been waiting for ten minutes before the kettle boiled.

In these sentences, the past perfect progressive tense shows that the first
action had been continuing for some time before (1) a certain time.
and (2 )something else happened.

(b) Now think of suitable verbs and use the past perfect progressive
tense to complete these sentences:

1 before the car finally started.

2 before my friend finally appeared at 7 o clock.

3 by the time he took the examination last month.
4 by the time he went to bed at midnight.

5 before he found the missing keys.

(c) The following groups of sentences contain the past perfect progres-
sive tense, in addition to the present perfect and future perfect pro-
gressive tenses:

1 1) I had been studying English for five years by the time I came
to this college. -
2) I have now been studying English for seven years.
3) By the time [ leave this college in one year’s time. I will have
been studying English for eight years altogether.
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Unit One 7

2 1) When John arrived I had been waiting for twenty minutes.
2) We have now been waiting for half an hour.
3) When Bill comes in ten minutes I will have been waiting for
fifty minutes.

Now complete the following groups of sentences:

31D by the time I went to bed last night.
2) I have now been reading the book for three days.
3) Bythe time I finish it, I will have been reading it for five days.

4 1) He had been taking a shower for twenty minutes by the time
I got up.

2) (now) for half an hour.
3) When the hot water runs out in five minuie’s time. he will
have been taking a shower for minutes.

5 1) The Greeks had been using coins made of a mixture of metals
for over 100 years before coins made of silver appeared
around 700 BC.

2) They have now been using silver coins for approximately

years.
3) for about 2,700 years by the time computers are
introduced in the next century.
6 1) in London for ten years before I moved to Paris
SiX years ago.
2) I have now been living in Europe for __________years.
3) 1 in Europe for 18 years when I return to Asia the

year after next.

\
Now write two more sentence groups, each with three sentences as in the
questions above.

(a) In the texts in Modern English you have met many examples of
this type of infinitive construction:
I We need water to drink.
2 Give me some food to eat.
3 I have a lot of money to spend.
4 1 haven't got any new clothes to wear.

This type of construction may include prepositions:
1) In my kitchen I need a table to sit at.

2) I have a cooker to cook on.

3) But there are no knives and forks to eat with.
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4) 1 want chairs to sit on and a sink to wash in.

Now read the following sentences which mean exactly the same as the
sentences 1) to 4 ) with prepositions above:

In my kitchen I need a table at which to sit.

I have a cooker on which to cook.

But there are no knives and forks with which to eat.

I want chairs on which to sit and a sink in which to wash.

Write two examples for each of the following, as in the example:
1 bed /sleep in
1) I need a bed to sleep in.
2) I need a bed in which to sleep.
2 desk /work at
1)
2)
3 chair /sit on
1)
2)
4 TV /look at
1)
2)
5 radio /listen to
1)
2)
6 pen /write with
1)
2)
7 paper / write on
1)
2)

(b) This type of construction is very common in scientific writing, but
you are going to practice it with. some common adjectives which are
often followed by prepositions. Look at the example, then change
the following sentences in a similar way:

1 Is there anything you are unsure of?

Is there anything of which you are unsure?

Is there anything we disagree on?

This is a suggestion I cannot agree to.

There is nothing here I am interested in.

N TR

Are there any diseases you have suffered from?
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Unit One 9

Now complete the following sentences:

1

N W W N

O 0

10

12

13
14
15

16
17
18

19
20

This is the car — which I travelled from London to
Rome.

Have you got the newspaper which I read that story?
This is a student ___whom I am proud.

That’s a student whom [ 'm rather afraid.

This is an old story which I am very bored.

I passed ail my examinations which my teachers were

very surprised.

That was a terrible mistake which I'm extremely sorry.
Is that the film __ which we paid $20?

This is something which I must apologise.

It is a game which I'm not very good.

This is the friend whom I went walking last year,
This is the wonderful news which I must congratulate
you all.

This is a project __ which I'm closely involved.

This is a problem which I take great interest.

This is just one of the problems which we must be pre-
pared.

There are ten of us whom the cake must be divided.

Is this a subject which you specialise?

In England we drive on the left; this is one of the many things

__ which you must become accustomed.
This is the type of sand which sand is made.
This is a question which I need a dictionary.

(a) This is one of the many phrases which introduce a contrast or an op-
posite idea to what has already been said. Look at this example from
the text:

He is in a position that most people in the world dream about —
and yet, in reality, he seems to be far from happy.

(b)

Now complete the following sentences. They all contain phrases like
in reality which introduce contrasts or opposing ideas to what has
been said. The first has been done for you.

1

2.

We often assume that the earth is getting cooler; but in fact. ..

We often assume that the earth is getting cooler; but in fact it is
getting hotter.

Many people think that plants absorb only oxygen; but actually...
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SO AND
SUCH

10

3 It is widely thought that the ancient Greeks invented paper mon-
ey; however the truthis ..., _

4 It is often said that the elephant is the largest animal in the world;
‘but in actual fact ...

5 We normally assume that mothers carry their babies in their left
arms to keep their right arms free; however, the truth of the mat-
ter is that ...

These two words are often used in cause and effect sentences (there are
several examples in the first three paragraphs of the text). However, so
and such can appear in several slightly different constructions, as shown
in the following examples. All these examples describe a careful driver (or

careful drivers); after each one write a sentence describing the oppo-

site — careless driver or drivers. The first one has been done for you.

1

1 He is so careful that he never has accidents.

2) He is so careless that he always has accidents.

1) So careful is he that he never has accidents.

2)

1) He is such a careful driver that I always feel safe in his car.

2)

1) Such a careful driver is he that his car has never been damaged.

2)

1) He drives so carefully that it takes him a very long time to go a
very short distance. ‘

2)

1) So carefully does he drive that cyclists often go faster.

2) '

1) So careful a driver is he that the traffic policemen like him very

. much.

2)

1) Such careful drivers are they that they have won road safety
prizes.

2)

1) So carefully do they drive that other drivers usually become impa-
tient.

2)

Now write five other sentences about other people who cook. sing etc.
well or badly etc.



