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THE GENERAL COUNCIL

OF THE

Juternational TWorhingmen's Bssoriation
ON THE WAR.

B e

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL WORKING-
MEN’S ASSOCTATION :

IN EUROPE AND THE UNITED STATES.

S the ineugural Address of the Ixrerwattoat WoRKINGMEN'S
- Asgmersrion, of November, 1804, we said -~ 1f the smancipation of
tha warking elasses requires their fraternsl cancurrence, how are
thay to fol] that i;;'eat migsion with a foreign poliey in pursuit of
~ervninal designs, playing upon national prejudices and squandering
ity piratical wars the people’s blood and treasure ¥ ‘W defined the,
forsign. policy simed at by the International in these words:—
* Vindieate the simple Tews of mordls and justice, which ought
to govorn the relations of private individuals, as the laws pare-
monnt ol the intercourse of nations.”
No wonder that Louis Bonaparte, who usurped. his power by
exploiting the war of classes in' France, and perpetuated it by
erivdieal wars abrosd, should from the first have treated the
gutematiou&l as a-dangerous foe.  On the sve of the plebiscite he
ordered a ¥aid on the members of the Administrative Committees
of the International Workingmen's Association throughout France,
at Payis, Lyons, Ronen, Marseillos, Brest, &c, on-the pretext that
the Internaticnal wasa t socisty dabbling in s complot for his
assassination, @ protextseon afier exposed in its full absurdity by
hizown judges.  What was the real erime of the Fronch branches
of the Internationsl?  They told the French peoplepublicly and
emphatically that voting the plebiscite was voting Ecsputism at
home and war abroad. It has been, in faet, their work that inall
the preat fowns, in gll the industrial centros of France, the working
class rose like one man to rejsct the plebiscite. Tnfortunstely
the balance was turned by the heavy ignorance of the rural dis-
iricts. The Stock Exchanges, the Cabinets, the ruling classes and
thn ‘%I‘QSS of Kurope celubrated the plabiscite ss& signal victory of
the French Emperor uver the French working class; and it was
the signal for the assassination, not of an individual, but of nations.
The war plot of July, 1870, is but an amended edition of the coup
digint of December; 1851 At firat view the thing seemed so absurd
that Fyance would not believe in itsreal goodearnest. Itrather
belinvsd the aiegntz denouneing the ministerial wartalk as s mere

. stook jobbing trick.  When; on July 18th, war was at last offici-
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