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SECTION 1 TENSE

Structural Items: Of course life keeps changing

‘\”).b{‘ oXir, B . 1 1
8 # R for everyone, including farmers.

They learned to try new

methods,...

1. Farm Life in the United Stdtes

All big cities are quite: similar. ~Living in a modern
Asian city is not very different fljomrli{'ing i an American
city. The same cannot be said about living on farms,
however.

In many parts of the world, farmers and their families
live in villages or towns. In the United States, however,
each farm family lizes on its own fields, often beyond the
sight of any neighbours. Instead of traveling from a
village to the fields every morning, American farmers
stay on their land throughout the week. They fravel to
the nearest town on Saturdays for shopping or en Sundays
for church. The children ride on buses to large schools
which serve all of the farm families living in the area.
In some areas, there are small schools serving a few farm
families, and the children walk to school.

Of course life keeps changing for everyone, including
farmers. Today there are cars, good roads, radios, and

1



v ok . 5 . o : i
television sets. And of course there aré modern machines$

for farming. All of these have changed farm life.

For many years, however, farming in America was

often a lonely way of living. Farmers had to deal with their

own problems, instead of getting help from others. They

learned to try new methods, and to trust their own ideas

instead of following older ways.

NEW WORDS

beyond [bi'jond] prep. &ty Y- BIFEER
deal with XH§, %t 4%

EXERCISES

I. Answer the following questions.

1.

Is city life much the same in many parts of the
world ?

. Do farm families live on their own farms in the

United States?

. Do the farmers go a long way on Saturdays for

shopping or on Sundays for church?
How do their children go to school ?

What ha changed farm life ?
Do farmers always follow old ways ?

. Fill in the blanks with the missing verbs, using

the simple present form or the simple past form.
Farm life in the United States has changed. In



the past, farmers (1) __.._ 2 lonely life. They
(2) to solve their problems by themselves, they
seldom (3) help from others. But they (4)
' new methods instead of following older ways.

Today they (5)
sets. American farmers (6)

cars, radios and television
not (7)
on their own land

in lonely villages, they (8)
throughout the week. On Satufdays they (9)
to the nearest town for shopping or on Sundays for
church. There (10) large schools serving all
of the farm families in the area, and the children
(11) there by bus.
B. Fill in the blanks with the given verbs either in the
simple present form or in the simple past form,
1. Each of the schools (have) at least a lab

nowadays.

2. We have made the water clean again. It
(be) polluted before.

3. Oh, so many visitors ! But there (be)

ontly a few the other day.
4. You’d better go to the nursery at once. Your
(be) ill.
(go) to their fields every

daughter

5. Chinese farmers

morning, but American farmers don’t.

6. What
before ?

(be) farming like in America

farmers (use) machines ?

they often (visit) each other ?

7. He has been in the country for quite a few



10.

(think) he (not like)
{(enjoy) it very much

months. He_

country life, but he

now.

(be) this the school where he once
(study) ?

your father (help) you with your
lessons ?
Yes, but not very often. He is too busy. He

— (have) to deal with a lot of things. |

When my grandpa - (be) alive, he often

(tell) us fairy tales.



