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Abstract

Democratization of educational opportunity (DEO) is an im-
portant topic ‘faced by the world as a whole in the current educa-
tional reforms. Guided by the standpoint of historical material-
ism, this book attempts a systematic analysis of the historical
conditions for realizing equal education opportunity, and gives
serious and earnest thought about the achievements and existing
difficulties in China’ s efforts of equal educational opportunity
and about the principles of reform in China.

The study has adopted the method of positive inquiry in sur-
veying and analyzing, among some 2, 000 college students and
over 1,000 secondary-school students, the relationship between
students’ family background and their academic performance,
and has come up with valuable conclusions. It should be pointed
out that this systematic study is the first of its kind in China.

The study is of considerable value of reference for China’s
implementation of education for all, especially for the practice of

popularizing compulsory education.
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