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PREFACE

I. This book is the Continuation of “China Foreign‘ Economic Statistical
Yearbook”. The material in the book includes major statistical data reflecting
the foreign economic trade and international tourism development of the People 's
Republic of China from 1996 to 1997. Data are presented in 5 sections. These
sections are 1) Balance of Payments; 2) Foreign Trade; 3) Foreign Capital; 4)
International Cooperation; 5) International Tourism. For convenience to reader,
an Appendix section, which gives brief descriptions of concepts and definitions
of data, their scope and coverage, methods of data collection and calculation,
1s attached to this book.

I. The major sources of data are the regular statistical reporting forms
provided by sectors such as the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Rela-
tions, the General Administration of Customs, the State Administation of Foreign
Exchange, the Ministry of Public Security, the General Administration of Travel
and Tourism, the General Bureau of Industrial Commercial Administration. The
data in this book are recorded by the Department of Trade and External Econo-
mic Relations Statistics under the National Bureau of Statistics. Since the func-
tions of mentioned sectors are different, the requirement, the scope, the calcula-
ting specification and the method of statistics are not the same, some of the
figures may not be in conformity, reader who wants to use the data, please
consult the explanatory note.

II. All national figures exclude those of Taiwan province, Hong Kong and
Macao.
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