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CLASSICS

Rapunzel

Adapted by Simon Green

Jakob and Wilhelm Grimm were two German academics, who collected
folk stories in the 19th century. Many of their tales are the first stories
that children hear, and it is quite usual for parents to read them to their
sons and daughters at bedtime. Most of them are still loved by adults,
and many, such as the following story, have been made into films.
How many of you have seen the movies Tangled or Frozen?

Once upon a time, there lived a man called Markus, and his wife, Clara. The couple had
been married for many years, and had just one daughter. They lived a happy but poor life
in a house in the countryside. In the kitchen at the back of the house, they had a small
window, which looked onto their neighbour’s garden. It was the most beautiful garden in
the country, and was full of flowers and herbs of every colour imaginable.



Nobody ever tried to go into the garden because it was owned by an evil witch, who had
great magical powers. Everyone was afraid of her, even though nobody had ever seen
her. The stories that parents told their children about her were so frightening that the
witch’'s garden never had visitors.

Markus, Clara, and their daughter were feeling extremely hungry one day. They hadn’t
eaten anything for three days because they couldn’t afford to buy food. Clara was looking
out of the window into the witch’s garden, when she saw a lot of wonderful purple flowers
growing just on the other side of the garden wall. These flowers were called rampions, or
rapunzels. The roots can be boiled and eaten, and the flowers are used as herbs.

“Oh, Markus,” Clara said sadly, “| wish we could have some of those rapunzels to eat. If
we had some, I'd make us a lovely meal. Our daughter is so hungry.”

Markus decided to climb B ; -
over the wall that evening '
and take some. His wife
cooked the roots and
added the rest of the
flowers into a delicious
salad. They were so tasty
that Markus decided to
get some more the

next evening.

The moon and stars
were shining brightly

as he climbed over the
witch’s wall and into her
garden. He bent down
and picked up a huge
handful of the purple
flowers. As he was
walking back to the wall,
he heard a terrible voice
shout, “How dare you!
Those are my flowers,
you thief!” The witch
was standing there, with
her long finger pointing
at Markus. “You will be
punished for this!” she
screamed.




“Oh, please, Madam!” cried Markus. “We are the poor family who live next door. We are
so hungry. We haven’t eaten a meal in days. | just wanted some of your rapunzels to
help my wife and daughter. You have so many growing here. Please let me have some.”

The witch thought to herself for a minute. “Very well,” she said. “I'll allow you to take as
many as you like. But on one condition. You must give me your daughter. She shall live
with me. | shall become her mother!”

Markus was shocked at this offer, but he was so crazy with hunger that he agreed.
The witch went to his house and took the three-year-old daughter away. “I will call her
Rapunzel,” she laughed as she put the little girl on her broomstick and flew up into
the sky.

The years passed.
Rapunzel was now the
most beautiful girl in the
world. When she was 12,
the witch locked her in a tall
tower in the forest. There
was no door to this tower,
and no stairs. There was
just one tiny window at the
very top, where Rapunzel
had a small room to live in.
She was never allowed out,
and had to eat and sleep

in that room. The witch

had never let Rapunzel cut
her lovely golden hair, so it
was incredibly long. When
the witch wanted to visit
Rapunzel, she would call
out, “Rapunzel, Rapunzel,
let down your hair!”
Rapunzel would let her hair
fall out of the window like a
long golden rope, and the
witch would climb up it. As
time went on, Rapunzel’s
hair grew longer and longer,
and she grew even more
beautiful.




A few years later, a good-looking prince was riding his horse through the forest when
he saw the tower. He could hear someone singing. It was such a beautiful voice that
he stopped and listened for an hour. He examined the tower, but couldn't find a door
or a way to climb it, so he rode home. The next day, he was standing behind a tree
and listening to the delightful singing coming from the tower. Suddenly, he saw the
witch arrive and say,
“Rapunzel, Rapunzel,
let down your hair!” The
young woman let down
her hair, and the witch
climbed up to her room.

“I wonder who lives

up there,” thought the
prince. “With a voice like
that, she must be very
pretty. Now | know how
to find out!”

That evening, the
prince came back to the
tower and whispered,
“‘Rapunzel, Rapunzel,
let down your hair.”
Immediately, her hair fell
down, and the prince
quickly climbed up.

At first, Rapunzel was
terribly frightened to see
a young man standing
in her room because
she had never seen one
before. But, the prince
was so gentle and kind,
that she fell in love with
him. The prince also felt
great love for Rapunzel,
and they agreed he
could visit the next
evening.




0

They met in the tower every evening for a month. One day, the witch was in Rapunzel's
room when the young woman asked her, “Why do you take so long to climb up my hair?
The prince climbs up here so quickly when he visits me in the evenings.”

“You evil child!” the witch screamed. “You were never supposed to meet another person
for your whole life. And now you tell me that you're seeing a man?” The witch took hold
of Rapunzel’s hair and cut it all off with a huge pair of scissors. She then put Rapunzel on
her broomstick and took her to a desert, where she left her.

The witch went back to the tower and sat waiting in the room. That evening, the prince
returned. “Rapunzel, Rapunzel, let down your hair,” he said quietly. The witch had glued
Rapunzel’s long hair to her head, so let it down for the prince to climb up. The prince
climbed into the room and came face-to-face with the evil, ugly old witch.

“Ha! Ha! Your Rapunzel has gone, you fool. And you will never see her again,” the witch
laughed. She ran towards him and pushed him out of the window. He fell a long way
down, and he landed in a large thorn bush. The thorns went into his eyes, and he was
now blind.

The poor prince walked off into the forest, unable to see where he was going. He spent
the next few months living in darkness, and eating roots and berries. He cried all the time
because he had lost Rapunzel forever and he had lost his eyesight.

He had walked so far that one day he reached a desert. He suddenly heard a familiar
singing and he went towards
the beautiful sound. Rapunzel
recognized him and ran towards
him. She threw her arms around
his neck and started crying with
happiness. Two of her tears

fell upon the prince’s eyes. The
magical love in those tears
immediately gave the prince his
sight back. Now they were both
crying and laughing, and they
kissed. The prince got down on
one knee and asked Rapunzel
to marry him. Of course, she
said yes. They walked back to
the prince’s castle and lived
happily ever after. The witch
was so angry that she fell off her
broomstick one day and fell next
to a huge bear, which killed her
and ate her all up.
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. In the kitchen at the back of

the house they had a small
window, which looked onto their
neighbour’s garden.
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