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UNIT 1

BEFORE 1 Before reading the text , think about the following questions .
READING
1 In what ways do humans use animals ?
2 Do you think there is any difference between the ways in which ani-
mals are treated in different countries ?
3 Why, do you think , do people keep pets ?
4 Do you think society could benefit in any way if pets were not
kept?
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Unit One

A NATION OF PET-LOVERS

10

15

20

Para 1 A recent survey in the United States showed that the average family
there spent more money on its pets than on its children . Although this is a shocking
finding , it should not surprise anyone who has seen the many beauty sheps or the
quiet » well- Kept areas of flowers and trees where loved pets of all varieties are laid to
rest forever . It is possible that the Americans are unique in treating their little friends
in this way . but what information we do have would suggest that the English , too ,
are perhaps a little over- generous in their attentions to the wishes , likes and dislikes
of their pets .

Para 2 This can clearly be seen when we look at pet foods ., which often con-
tain more vitamins thati human food or . at least , are rarely less nutritious . They cer-
tainly cost as much . Last year the British public spent two hundred million pounds
on pet foods alone , to say nothing of animal-doctor s bills and animal furniture . It
is difficult not to feel that there is something wrong with this when one considers what
the same amount could do for the peopie suffering from starvation and poverty, and it
is not unusual for me to get hot under the collar when I read about a person who has
left all his or her money to a dog or cat home.

Para 3 There are a varietv of reasons why 1, personally, find the popularity
of British pets alarming. Among other thing. they cause physical problems. An exam-
ple of this is New York where they have great difficulty getting rid of the mess that
dogs leave on the streets . Many peogle find this funny, but in a number of large cities
it is a major problem. Amimals can cause discase. too. It is the threat of rabies — a dis-
ease with no cure — that has made the British Government make it very difficult for
animals to enter the United Kingdom. Vhen the Spanish Government recently des-
troyed a number of stray dogs as proteciion against the same threat, English people
on holiday in Spain immediately wroie ietters to the newspapers complaining about
‘ mass murder .

Para 4 Ancther problem is the carelessness of some pet owners . Most little

children want a dog or a cat . and they constantly annoy their parents untii they get
one . It 1s only when the ‘sweet little thing ~ nas been brought home thai the parents
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Unit One 3
find out how much time and money must be spent on ‘Rover " or ‘Bonzo ’. At this

point many of them try to abanden it . This brings me to my last point . Pets which
are allowed to run free in the streets are not ‘sweet ' at all . English farmers lose hun-
dreds of sheep a year . killed by someone 's pet dog » and you must have read about
children being attacked by large dogs and seriously injured .

Para § You may think that I dislike all pets , but this is not true at all . I
would only suggest that we should think a little more carefully about what is import-
ant in life . Failing this , people should be made to think more carefully. For exam-
ple , the authorities should introduce stricter penalties for pet owners whose animals
attack farm animals or children . Surely it would be a good idea , too , if we made dog
licences more expensive . The money raised from these licences could be used for many
more important uses .

Para 6 As far asI’'m concerned , it ’s time we stopped being so soft about
pets . I see no reason. for example, why we should get upset when animals are cut up
for medical experiments. If this will lead to finding cures for serious human

“diseases »then 1 say » “keep cutting ”.

Para 7 We are a nation of animal - lovers . Wouldn ’ t it be much better to be
a nation of lovers of human - beings?

SKIMMING 2 Skim the passage again very quickly anddecide which para-

graphs the three headings given below are most suitable for.
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Make up suitable headings for thc remaining four para-

graphs.
PARAGRAPH HEADING
1 A Writer * s suggestions for the con-
trol.of pets
2 B Physical problems caused by pets
3 C The use of animals in medical ex-
periments
4 D
5 E
6 F .
7 G
COMPRE- 3 (a)Mark the following statements about the text true ( T)
HENTION or false (F). If you think the answer is false , give your
reasons.

1

(b)

Most American families seem to be more con-
cerned about their pets than their children .
The writer thinks that old people usually leave

their money to homes for pets when they die .

New York ’ s problems amuse the writer .
Little children often abandon their pets . _
The writer suggests that the authorities should
give pet- owners harsher punishments if their
animals cause damage.

The writer thinks we have stopped being senti-
mental about pets .

The writer does not feel unhappy about experi-
ments on animals .

gollie !

Choose the most appropriate completions for each of the
following statements . Some may have more than.one
true completion. in which case , indicate all correct com-

pletions .

The findings of the survey
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Unit One 5
are shocking
are surprising .
show that Americans dislike pets .
prove that English and Americans like pets in the
same way .

o O w e

2 The examples given in the passage of how well people
treat pets indicate , in the writer's opinion, that
A human beings are very generous .
B people prefer animals to human beings .
C people 's concern for pets is misplaced .
D people suffering from starvation are less important
than those suffering from poverty .

3 The writer
A feels the same ways about pets as the Americans .
B dislikes pets .
C feels it 1s wrong to be more concerned about pets
than humans .
D thinks that stray dogs should be destroyed to prevent
the spread of rabies .

4  The writer disapproves of
A using animals for medical experiments .
B the mess pets leave on the streets .

C introducing stricter penalties for animal owners .
D the carelessness of some pet owners.

5 According to the writer , dogs
A can cause disease -
B are a threat to young children .
C destroy farm animals .
D do not make very good pets .

Write full answers to each of the following questions .

1 How does the writer think money spent on pets could be
better used ? : _
2 Why does the writer think that people should not be sur-

prised at the way American people spend money on
pets ?
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COHESION

3 What docs the writer fecl is wrong about the way owners
treat their pets ? )

4 Why does the writer find the popularity of pets so alarm-
ing?

5 What does the writer suggest could be done to ensure that
pet owners become more aware of their responsibility?

Choose the most appropriate alternative to complete the
following sentences .

1 Although this is a shocking finding (para 1) refers to the

finding that

A Americans love pets

B Americans are unique in loving their pets

C Americans spend more money on their pets than on
their children

D the English treat their pets in the same way as
the Americans

2 They certainly cost as much (para 2 ) refers to
A human foods costing as much as pet foods
B pet foods costing as much as human foods
C pets costing the same as humans in terms of food
D humans costing the same as pets in terms of food

3 It is difficult not to feel that something is wrong with this

( para 2) means the writer

A approves of the amount of money people spend on
pets

B disapproves of the amount of money people spend on
pets

C tinds it difficult to know what is wrong with people
spending so much money on pets

D finds it easy to approve of the amount of money peo-
ple spend on pets

4 the ‘sweet little thing’ (para 4 ) refers to
A the child
* B the parent
C the owner

<
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D the pet

5 Failing this (para 5)refers to

A people thinking more carefully about their responsibili-

ty as pet - owners

B people thinking more carefully about what is impor-

tant

C people thinking more carefully about their pets
D people thinking more carefully about their children

INFORMA- 6 In the first column of the table below, make a list of the four

TION reasons the writer gives for being alarmed at the popularity of
TRANSFER British pets . In the second column. make a list of the

changes the writer suggests .

REASONS CHANGES
1 1
2 2
3 3
4 4
VOCABULARY 7 (a) Find words in the passage which mean approximately the

same as the following .

Para

Para

Para

Para

1:

the collection of information to gain a general
impression of the wishes /habits etc . of
people very kind (in giving ) /not mean

. efficient as tood

the process of dying from hunger

: how much people like somebody /something

giving a sense of danger or threat

: make angry

to leave something}somebody alone and
unprotected

(b) Use the words you have found to fill the gaps in these
sentences (some words may need minor changes ).
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In many parts of Africa the people are suflering

from— because of the lack of rain and
good soil . :
A ofthe people in London found that

most people agreed that cigarette smoking should
be banned in public places .

Milk is one of the most—foods available
to man .
4 The problem is growing at an rate .
Because of the poverty in some countries , babies are
. sometimes found —_ outside churches and
hospitals.

The young boy thanked his parents for their very
gift on his birthday .

The — of Japanese cars increases yearly
because of their relatively low cost and high quality.
I became —— with him because he kept
interrupting.

(¢) Choose the most suitable words and phrases to complete
the following sentences -
1 The__ age for men getting married in Hong

Kong is 28 years old .
A even

B average

C absolute -

D extreme

Libraries » because they are ., are good
places to study .

A quite

B silent

C quiet

D peace

You can help yourself to a drink if you_____ .

to .
A wish
B hope

S E LT
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C expect
D long

I think there is something with the en-
gine .

A error

B mistake

C false

D wrong

Iwishtheywould _ their old car and buy
one that wasn’t so noisy .

A put aside

B get rid of

C get on with

D leave alone

Itmayseem _ to you, but you weren’t
the one who forget their key and had to sit outside
for three hours .

A interesting

B funny

C sad

D strange

Thefire — the whole house .
A damaged

B detailed

C detached

D destroyed

These flies are really startingto — me .
A amuse '

B attract

C annoy

D disturb

You are reminded that vouarenot __ to
smoke inside the theatre .

A et

B allowed

ke d



