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Introduction

Sir H Rider Haggard

Rider Haggard was born in England in 1856. At the age
of nineteen he went to South Africa as secretary to the
governor of Natal. He held other official positions and
ended his South African experience as the manager of an
ostrich farm (at a time when no European lady of import-
ance could be without an ostrich feather in at least one of
her hats).

In 1881 he returned to England to study law. He
completed his studies and became a barrister in 1884, but
he did not practise very often in the law courts. Instead
he travelled in many countries and served on a large
number of committees, especially official committees
dealing with farming and country matters. His interest in
rural affairs expressed itself in books like A Farmer’s Year
(1899), Rural England (1902) and The Poor and the Land
(1905) and in a good many articles for newspapers and
magazines.

But he became famous (and rich) as the result of his
novels of African adventure: King Solomon’s Mines (1885),
Allan Quatermain (1887), She (1887), and Ayesha, or the
Return of She (1905). These are still considered to be
classics of their kind.

Altogether, Haggard wrote about fifty novels, mostly
adventure stories. He was not what we would call a
full-time writer of fiction, since he never stopped his work
of public service. [t was a remarkable output.
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Introducuon

King Solomon

King Solomon was the third king of Israel from about 972
BC to 922. He was the son of King David and Bathsheba.
The story of his success as a king, his wisdom and his
riches is told in the Bible (1 Kings 2-11; 2 Chronicles 1-9)
and in other books.

In those accounts there are descriptions of his trading
with distant countries, and there has always been guess-
work about where those countries were. Some people
believed that the Queen of Sheba, who visited King Solo-
mon in Jerusalem, came from Africa, perhaps from
Ethiopia. Others placed in southern Africa the port or
country of Ophir, which sent gold and precious stones to
Solomon. So it seemed reasonable for Rider Haggard to
imagine Solomon’s diamond mines somewhere north of
where Zimbabwe is today. (We now believe that Sheba
and Ophir were both in southern Arabia, Sheba perhaps
in what is now Yemen, and Ophir perhaps the Dhofar
province of Oman.)

Precious stones are menticned in 1 Kings 1:10:
“Hiram’s fleet of ships, which had brought gold from
Ophir, brought in also from Ophir cargoes of almug wood
and precious stones.” We read, too, that Solomon had his
own fleet of ships, and they came home to ports on the
Red Sea once every three years. That suggests that they
went quite far away, using the monsoon winds out and
back. The monsoon winds blow from the north-east dur-
ing the winter months and from the south-west during
the summer months. That means that the north-east
winds would help the ships to sail south during the winter
months. They would trade during the next twelve
months, and then return, using the south-west monsoon
to help them.

Vi
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Introduction

Southern Africa

In the 1880s, travel in southern Africa was very slow.
There were very few roads, and for a journey like that
described in Chapter 3, white men used heavy wagons
pulled by cattle — several pairs, with one man, a “leader”,
finding the way for the first pair, and a “driver” making all
the cattle pull

Cattle couldn’t be taken into the areas where there
were tsetse fly. And that is why the hero and his friends
had to leave the wagon at Inyati and continue their jour-
ney on foot.

The Zulu tribe became very powerful under certain
chiefs like Shaka in the nineteenth century. There were a
number of occasions when Zulu armies fought against the
white men who were spreading over southern Africa.
Readers may have seen films about Africa at that time
that show the well-trained Zulu companies in action. This
is the kind of force Rider Haggard imagines in his
“Kukuanaland”.

Viii
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Good, Sir Henry and Quatermain on the ship

TR FTHELIRELSSELE (20 F—3)

e II————




Khiva saves Good from the elephant
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Sir Henry and the Greys in battle
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