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A Brief Account of
Prof. Hu Chi-nan

Prof. Hu Chi-nan was born on Nov. 18, 1905 in
Shanghai and died of cancer on Dec. 20,1989 in Shang-
‘hai at the age of 84. His native place was Taiping
County (now Huangshan City), Anhui Province, and he
was of Han nationaliiy.

He graduated and received a BA from the Depart-
ment of Psychology of Fudan University in 1925 (he
was among the first graduates of the department). He
earned his MA in 1930 from the Ohjo State University
of USA, and a PhD in 1934 from the University of
Chicago, USA. He returned to China upon his gradua-
iion in 1934 and became associate professor of psycho~
logy of the Zhejiang University, President of the Experi-
mentary School of Popular Education of Zhejiang Pro-
vince, professor of the Central University and the Central
Political Institute, professor and dean of Jinan Univer-
sity, member of the Preparatory Committee of the South-
east Coalition University, professor and dean of the

Department of Biology of Fudan University. After 1949,
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he first taught in Fadan University, then after the na-
tionwide adjustment of universities in 1951 until his
death, he was professor of the East China Normal Un.-
iversity (except for being research fellow of the Central
Institute of Educational Sciences in Beijing and also
part-time professor of the Beijing Normal University
from 1958 to 1961), during which time he not only acted
as supetviser of PhD graduates and the person in charge
of PhD graduates in general psychology, but also as
head of the Teaching and Research Section of Gener-
al Psychology, head of Lab for Psychology and Con-
ditional Reflex, chairman of the training class for post-
graduate students in general psychology and tutor of post
graduates fer master’s degree in general psychology.
Besides he was vice-president of the National Associa-
tion of Social Psychology, president of the Shanghai
Association of Social Psychology, council member - of
the Association of Psychology of China and vice-presi-
dent of the Association of Psychology of Shanghai,
member of the Chinese Preparatory Committee of the
Sciences of Thinking and board chairman of the Shang-
hai Preparatory Committee of the Sciences of Thinking,
council member of the Association of Psychological
Hygiene of China, adviser to both the China and Shang-
hai Committees of the Study of QiGong Science, ad-
viser to the Shanghai Association of Artificial Intelli-
gence, committee member of the Shanghai Association of
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Science and Technology, member of the Editorial Board
of the Chinese Encyclopedia, Volume of Social Sciences,
and chief editor of the Volume of Sncial Psychology,
special adviser of psychology to the English-Chinese
Dictionary. Prof. Hu Chi-nan was conferred Permanent
Honotrary Member by The International Human Relations
Training Institute of USA in 1987.
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PREFACE

This supplemented edition of the Scientific Papers
of Professor Hu Chi-nan records the lifelong writings
and scholarly activities of its author. It also documents
the strenuous and interrupted process of the development
of psychology in China during the past seventy years.
From a historical perspective, the career path and achieve-
ment of an individual is but a small part of the over-
all development of a society. However, when the exs
perience of a person typically reflects and plays a central
role in shaping the development of a profession, the
individual's work and insight transcends its personal
character to become a comprehensive documentation for
the growth of that profession in that particular society.
This publication is truly a classical work of psychology
in China,

At the dawn of the present century, psychology
broke away from its traditional identification with philo-
sophy, adopted the use of the scientific experimental
method to transform itself into an independent, scientific
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discipline. During the initial two to three decades, psy-
chologists sought to control the conscious,individualistic
and creative mental activities of human beings so as to
reduce them to materials for scientific experimentation.
Progress was slow. Since the end of the Second World
War, however, both man and society went through a
series of complex, swift changes. Basic human relation.
ships have taken on new turns, and the partnership
between man and Nature has moved away from its tra-
ditional pattern: even interactions between our thoughts
and feelings have assumed a new irtensity and align-
ment. Numerous new problems emerged to impinge on the
well-being of individuals, society and the human race
as a whole. They await answers and solutions. Since
psychology has as its primary objective the study of
human beings, its role .and functions proliferated to
satisfy the expanding needs of modern life. In the face
of this growing challenge, psychology developed at an
unprecedented pace. Its methodology became eclectic as
it adopted a multidisciplinary approach in its study of
psychological processes and problems. Even the object
of its study has changed from a primary focus on be-
haviour to embrace man’s responsive, conscious, abstract
thinking, creative and spiritual dimensions.

Professor Hu began his lifelong career in psycho-
logy in the early 1920s when he enrolled at Fudan Uni.
versity in Shanghai, as a psychology major. Upon gra.
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duation, he attended Ohio State University and then
Chicago University where he completed his PhD. de-
gree under the supervision of Professor K. S. Lashley,
specializing in memory functioning of the brain. In all,
he spent nine years in the universities. That was the
time when the academic atmosphere in the new world
was at its best. With an influx of eminent European
scholars to fill the chairs of its famous universities,
the newly ecmerged psychology flourished brilliantly.
However, iradition dies hard. Even at Harvard Univer-
sity, the debate over wheth:r psychology should be al-
lowed to sever its ties with philosophy to become an
independent discipline persisted until the installation of
Dr. Lashley as the first Chair of Psychology. Prior to
this, the psychology laboratoriss at both Chicago Uni-
versity and Connell University were already fully deve-
loped to claim supremacy over other institutions. It was,
therefore, most opportune for Professor Hu that he en-
rolled at Chicago at that particular time to study under
the great ‘pioneer, Dr. Lashley. Indeed, the comprenensive,
vigorous training that he had received laid the firm
foundation to sustain him as he made the study of
psychology his lifelong career.

Upon completion of his education in America, Dr,
Hu returned to his homeland to find himself embroiled
in a country spiritually confounded, and torn by region-

alism and foreign invasion. During the ensuing half
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- century, Dr. Hu endured numerous difficulties in tifs
and work. He persisted, however, quietly pursuing his
responsibilities in teaching, research, administration,
and fostering relationships to contribute to the develop-
ment of psychology in China. He was optimistic and
unyielding even at the most difficult times. He is an
exemplary personality which, in work; as in spirit,
reflects his love for his people, his country and his
profession,

In the last few decades, the study and practise of
psychology in Western countries developed by leaps and
bounds as it joined forces with other disciplines to
become increasingly responsive to a fastly changing
world. In contrast, psychology in China met with one set-
back after another. Both teaching and research activities
in psychology were cften hampered by suspicion and
ideological strife, and development was stultified al-
together. As the atmosphere becomes more positive in
recent years, China is faced with an acute shortage of
qualified personnel in psychology even thou‘gh many
aging psychologists who had survived the ordeals of
denigration renewed their devotion to their profession
in an effort to overcome the serious shortage. Under the
circumstances, this collection of Professor Hu’'s writings,
which covers his thoughts and his correspondence with
the outside world is to be treasured by everyons concern-

ed with the development of psychology in China, We
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